








and bracelets, these artifacts reveal a society that was
both practical and artistic.

Woodland Period (2,500-400 years ago): The
introduction of ceramics transformed daily life.
Archaeological digs near Wolfe Lake have uncovered
pottery fragments from 11 pots that date back around
1,000 years. A pot from the St. Lawrence River had
traces of caffeine, pointing to extensive trade networks.
During this time, Anishinaabe Peoples moved
seasonally across the region, while Iroquoian-speaking
Peoples established farming villages that featured corn,
beans, and squash, collectively known as the “Three
Sisters.” Longhouses, palisades, and distinctive pottery
designs marked this period of growth and settlement.

Contact Period (400 years ago to present): With the
arrival of Europeans came profound upheaval. Treaties
such as the Crawford Purchase (1783) and the Rideau
Purchase (1822) were signed without consulting the
Algonquin Peoples, whose lands were claimed under
the Doctrine of Discovery. The imposition of colonial
policies, including residential schools, brought lasting
harm. Yet the story is not only one of loss, it is also one

Ted Stewart placing an artifact for exhibition. Photograph
from Kimberly Lulashnyk, Chair of the Newboro and Area
Heritage Society.
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of resilience, as Indigenous peoples continue to shape
and sustain their cultures in Rideau Lakes today.

Why it Matters

The exhibition is more than an account of artifacts and
dates. It is a reminder that Indigenous presence here is not
a footnote to settler history, but the very foundation of it.
Too often, stories of the Rideau Lakes begin with the canal
or the Loyalists. This exhibition re-centres the narrative,
offering a longer, deeper timeline that acknowledges both
continuity and change.

For the NAHS, the project also serves as a step toward
truth and reconciliation. By highlighting Indigenous
histories through archaeology, the Society hopes to
foster recognition, respect, and ongoing dialogue.
The overwhelming response to the fundraiser and the
exhibition’s opening suggests that the community is ready
to engage with this fuller, more honest telling of its past.

Looking Ahead

Beyond these inaugural events, the NAHS sees the
exhibition as only the beginning. By preserving and
sharing Indigenous histories, the NAHS hopes to foster
ongoing partnerships with Indigenous groups, artists, and
educators. The panels are designed to travel, and the vision
is to see them displayed in community halls, schools, and
institutions across the region, anywhere people are eager
to learn more about the deep and enduring history of
Indigenous peoples in Rideau Lakes.

Conclusion

The History of Indigenous Peoples in Rideau Lakes: An
Archaeological Approach is more than an exhibition; it is
an opportunity to learn and explore. It connects the earliest
archaeological evidence, such as Paleo points, with the
living cultural traditions seen today in beading, food, and
storytelling. The exhibition highlights the continuous
presence of Indigenous peoples in Rideau Lakes while
encouraging all community members to reflect on and
acknowledge this history.

Through the Bannock & Beads Fundraiser, Ted Stewart’s
talk, and the summer-long display, the Newboro and Area



Heritage Society has shown how heritage projects can
preserve the past while also building greater understanding
in the present. The events made clear that the history of
Rideau Lakes is far older and more complex than many
had realized, and that Indigenous cultures remains a vital
part of the community today.

For More Information

The Newboro and Area Heritage Society extends its
sincere thanks to everyone who contributed to the success
of The History of Indigenous Peoples in Rideau Lakes:
An Archaeological Approach, from Knowledge Holders
and community partners to the many volunteers who
helped bring the project to life.

For more information about the exhibition or if you
are interested in hosting the travelling panels in your
community hall, school, or institution, please contact us
through our website.

“Heritage Passport” continued from p.6

@ Werrickville Turbine
l Merrickville, Ontario
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Photo courtesy of the Friends of the Merrickville Turbine

This hydroelectric turbine generator provided electricity to
the village of Merrickville and nearby factories from 1915
to 1993. In 2011, the Friends of the Merrickville Turbine
incorporated with the OHS to prevent the turbine from
being scrapped; the Friends restored the turbine for public
display. You can visit the turbine any time this season.

105 Mill St, Merrickville, ON KOG 1NO

Upcoming Heritage & Culture Events

Rideau Lakes Studio Tour
June 27-28, 2026

Canada Day Events
July 1

Heritage Fair

July 4-5, 2026
Elgin Days

July 11, 2026

Delta Fair
July 25-26, 2026

Lombardy Fair
July 31-August 2, 2026

Heritage Event
August 15-16, 2026

Delta Harvest Festival
September 26

OHS Members/Affiliates in the Region

Delta Mill Society

Elgin & Area Heritage Society
Friends of the Merrickville Turbine
Friends of the Rideau

Kingston Historical Society
Merrickville & District History Society

Newboro and Area Heritage Society

Portland on the Rideau Historical Society

Rideau Lakes Municipal Heritage Advisory

Committee/Township of Rideau Lakes
Rideau Township Historical Society

Discover Rideau Lakes

For more information on
upcoming events, walking
tours, driving tours, and a
host of other heritage
resources and databases,
visit the Rideau Lakes
Culture and Heritage page.
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OHS Affiliated Society, Glengarry Fencibles Trust (GFT) owns and operates the historic Bishop's House (pictured above)
on the grounds of St. Raphael’s National Historic Site of Canada. Since taking possession of the building in 2016, GFT has
worked to restore and maintain this stunning building for the public’s benefit.

200th Anniversary of The College of lona

St Raphael’s, Ontario

By Brenda Baxter

President, Glengarry Fencibles Trust

Upper Canada’s first college officially opened at St
Raphael’s, Glengarry County, in 1826. Known as the
College of Iona, classes began on a part-time basis
in 1817. The decision to establish the College was
driven by missionary priest Alexander Macdonell
(1762—1840). He had arrived in St Raphael’s (1804)
after serving as military chaplain of the Glengarry
Fencibles in Europe. He again served with the
Fencibles during the War of 1812. Macdonell had
developed a strong interest in education for all,
Catholic and non-Catholic.

The College was opened at a time when the number
of immigrants was growing at a significant rate in
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Upper Canada. He was convinced that a Canada-
centred education was needed to safeguard against
the infiltration of republican sentiments from the US.
He was also mandated by his superior, the Bishop of
Québec, to educate and prepare priests and teachers
to serve the missions of Upper Canada.

Macdonell established the College within his large
Georgian house and created additional space by
constructing a log building nearby. Lord Bathurst allowed
him to hire three clergymen and three school masters
who would be paid by government, though Macdonell
struggled until 1826 to obtain these funds for their salaries.

The monies he received from Protestant gentlemen for
a general education for their sons helped cover the cost
of those studying for the priesthood who were too poor
to pay. Proper books were not easy to find. Macdonell



relied on British aristocrat Thomas Weld for assistance
in obtaining books from Great Britain. His wish list
of books for the College included compendiums of
ancient and modern history, the Greek New Testament,
and Rollins Ancient and Roman histories, etc.

When he became the first Bishop of Kingston Diocese
in 1826 (covering most of Ontario), a formal opening
of the College of Iona took place in St Raphael’s. At
least fourteen from the College were ordained for
service in the church of Upper Canada and several
more for service in Québec. These priests went on
to establish schools and churches throughout Ontario.
John Sandfield Macdonald, who was born and
raised nearby, completed his elementary education
at St Raphael’s (available for boys and girls) before
leaving to study law. Macdonald served in all eight
parliaments of the United Canadas (1841-1867)
and became the first Premier of Ontario. His brother
Donald attended the College and served as a cabinet
minister in the Parliament of Canada.

When Macdonell was named the Bishop of Kingston
Diocese, it was inevitable that Kingston would become
the new administrative centre for the Catholic Church
in Upper Canada. As a result, the College ceased
operations in St Raphael’s in 1836 and a new institution,
Regiopolis College, was opened in Kingston in 1837 to
continue this work. Today, the library collection of the
College of Iona is held by Queen’s University Library.

Upcoming Celebration

With support from Canadian Heritage — Patrimoine
canadien, there will be a 200th anniversary celebration
of the formal opening of The College of Iona
September 18 and 19, 2026, at the Bishop’s House at
St Raphael’s National Historic Site. We look forward
to welcoming you in September!

The Bishop's House Restoration

This 1808 landmark in Glengarry County, within the
National Historic Site of St. Raphael’s, was almost
demolished in 2015. Since taking ownership of the
building, the GFT has worked to restore the historic
structure. The goal is to adapt the building for reuse as a
cultural and conference centre.

Since 2016, GFT has focused on bringing the
landscape back into perspective and securing the
envelope of the building. In 2020, two walls on the

The Bishop's House (boarded up) in April 2015.

rear of the building were restored. The 1826 drystone
retaining wall, which arches along a knoll in front was
fully restored by instructors, volunteers, and students
with Drystone Canada from 2017-22. The exterior of
the building and the two-acre grounds have seen other
significant improvements. Besides the roof, which was
replaced in 2017, the stately veranda and Juliet balcony
were restored, the heritage metal trim repainted, and the
mansard tiles repaired. In addition, the interior of the
main level of the house (1808) has been rehabilitated
and restored, and is open to the public.

Volunteers assembled in 2020 to help restore the stone wall.

Glengarry Fencibles Trust owns the Bishop’s House
and operates as a registered charity, incorporated
through affiliation with OHS. Visit bishopshouse.ca
for more information.
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OHS AWARD WINNERS 2025/26

In 1967, The Ontario Historical Society
established an awards program to honour
individuals and organizations who have
contributed significantly to the preservation
and promotion of Ontario’s heritage. The
OHS Awards program is intended both
to acknowledge the work of outstanding
individuals and organizations, and to raise
public awareness of Ontario’s history and the
people who work to preserve and interpret it.

In 2025, the OHS launched a redesigned Awards
program, featuring three awards for authors,
three awards for outstanding achievement, and
the Alison Prentice Award for Canadian Women's
History, which carries a cash prize of $1,000.

Our 2025 OHS Award Recipients are pictured here at the Awards Ceremony held on December 6 at the historic John
McKenzie House in Willowdale. (L to R): Dr. Melissa N. Shaw, Dr. Steven High, Dr. Cody Groat, Isaac Bender, Debbie
Johnston, Sidney Williams, Susan McKellar, Pancheta Barnett, Ruth Wright, Dr. Rebecca Beausaert, and Owen Cooke.

BEST LOCAL HISTORY BOOK AWARD

Susan McKellar, Ruth Wright, William Tupper, Georgina
Tupper, and Owen Cooke

North Gower: A Village History, 1820-2020

NORTH GOWER
I

The committee of co-writers of North Gower has woven stories submitted by local families
and institutions with historical archival records into a well-organized and compelling text. This
substantial and well-designed book is accessible and useful to everyone with an interest in the
history of the small communities of the National Capital Region that were amalgamated into the
City of Ottawa in 2001. The book features numerous colour, and black-and-white photographs, and drawings that enhance
the story told within. The extensive appendices are a thorough compendium of maps showing the development of the village
and a “who’s who” throughout the history of this evolving community. The Ontario Historical Society congratulates the
authors and the Rideau Township Historical Society.

RUNNERS UP

Ian McKechnie & Tom Mobhr, Reflections on Old Victoria County: In Tribute to R.B. Fleming

Ann Love and Sharon Bentley, The History of King Township: A Community Shaped by the Land
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https://rideautwphistory.org/rths-remembrance-exhibits-copy/
https://ontariohistoricalsociety.ca/awards/
https://ontariohistoricalsociety.ca/awards/

BEST SCHOLARLY BOOK AWARD | g

Dr. Steven High ‘,\ Eﬂ%]ﬁ

The Left in Power: Bob Rae’s NDP and the Working Class L
e  AND THE |
Based on impressive archival research in addition to High’s interviews with many of the <
key shapers of the Ontario NDP’s economic policy in the 1980s and early 1990s, The Left in .
Power frankly assesses what the Rae government got right — and wrong — in its response to the % jf’l'
deindustrialization of Ontario’s economy amidst an economic recession and the impact of free .~ STEVENHIGH g
trade on manufacturing industries in Ontario. High’s personal connection to the topic (he was an [l —

activist in the Ontario NDP’s youth wing in the 1980s who, like many New Democrats, became

disillusioned with the party during the Rae years) only adds to the book’s urgency. Now Canada’s foremost oral historian,
High’s thorough and riveting account explains how leading figures in the Ontario NDP and the Rae government adopted
a “progressive competitive model” in response to free trade and deindustrialization during the late 1980s and early 1990s.
Combining sophisticated analysis with engaging storytelling, The Left in Power will appeal to students and scholars of
Ontario history, Canadian political history, and those interested in the global social democratic left. Congratulations to Dr.
Steven High.

RUNNERS UP
Dr. Daniel Macfarlane, The Lives of Lake Ontario: An Environmental History

Dr. Ian Radforth, Deadly Swindle: An 1890 Murder in Backwoods Ontario that Gripped the World

BEST ARTICLE OR PAPER AWARD
Dr. Melissa N. Shaw

“‘Who Used to Run the UNIA Hall’: Black Canadian Women'’s
Leadership of Toronto Division 21, 1919-1939.”

The Ontario Historical Society is pleased to present the 2025 Best Article or
Paper Award, which recognizes an outstanding article, cognate paper, or thesis
on the history of Ontario, to Dr. Melissa N. Shaw, for her article: ““Who Used to
Run the UNIA Hall’: Black Canadian Women’s Leadership of Toronto Division 21, 1919-1939.” Published in the Spring
2024 issue of The Journal of African American History, Shaw’s article highlights the leadership of Black Canadian women in
Toronto’s Division 21 UNIA Hall, showcasing their vital role in racial pride and community building. Skillfully written and
meticulously researched, it draws on primary and archival materials, as well as oral histories, to demonstrate the intraracial
sociopolitical work of Black women in Toronto who maintained their division’s fiscal health, fostered racial solidarity,
and built a collective identity among Black youth. Dr. Shaw’s article is an excellent piece of scholarship that enhances our
awareness of Ontario’s diverse history. The Awards Committee congratulates Dr. Melissa N. Shaw, winner of the 2025 OHS
Best Article or Paper Award.
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RUSSELL K. COOPER HISTORICAL PROGRAMMING AWARD
The Potter’s Field Project

The Potter’s Field Project represents an exceptional example of public
history, collaborative research, and community remembrance. Led by Western
University Assistant Professor of History and Indigenous Studies, Dr. Cody
Groat, in partnership with the Ingersoll Rural Cemetery Board, the Town of
Ingersoll, the Township of Zorra, and the Oxford County Library, this initiative
has transformed a long-neglected section of the cemetery into a powerful site
of education, commemoration, and community connection. Through student
research, volunteer contributions, and meaningful engagement with descendants
and local residents, the project has restored dignity to those who had largely been
forgotten. This project has illuminated the experiences of marginalized residents
who faced discrimination, and created new pathways for understanding the
structural roots of poverty and exclusion in Ontario’s past. With its creativity,
leadership, and profound community impact, the Potter’s Field Project exemplifies the spirit and purpose of the Russell K.
Cooper Award. The Awards Committee congratulates the Potter’s Field Project team for their extraordinary achievement. The
Committee recognizes the contributions of everyone involved in this project, including: Dr. Cody Groat, Debbie Johnston,
Rebecca Small, Emily Kirk, Isaac Bender, Edward Eastaugh, Carolyn French, Cathy Mott, Brian Petrie,Rick Eus, Kevin
Stewart, Randy Porchak, and Vicki Brenner.

DOROTHY DUNCAN AWARD FOR LEADERSHIP IN HERITAGE
Sidney Williams

Award for Leadership in Heritage to Sidney Williams, Assistant Curator at OC
the Beachville District Museum, in recognition of her exceptional leadership,
innovation, and commitment to public history education and community
heritage programming in Ontario. Williams is a bold and inspiring heritage
professional who has transformed the way her community experiences local
history. Through her vision and dedication, she has created highly engaging
programs rooted in the cultural traditions, agricultural heritage, and industrial
history of Oxford County. Her “Hands-On Heritage” initiative—including
historic baseball-making, Victorian quilting, and butter-churning experiences—
offers immersive, intergenerational learning opportunities that make history
personal, tangible, and meaningful. These programs have garnered regional and
national attention, strengthening heritage tourism and showcasing the power of small museums to deliver innovative, high-
impact experiences. Sidney Williams exemplifies the spirit of this award through her leadership, creativity, community-first
approach, and tireless advocacy for rural and regional histories. Her work has reinvigorated public interest in local heritage and
inspired others across the cultural sector to think boldly about what community museums can achieve. The Awards Committee
congratulates Sidney Williams on this well-deserved honour and extends sincere appreciation for her exceptional contributions
to Ontario’s heritage and to the future of public history in our province.

This year, the Ontario Historical Society is proud to present the Dorothy Duncan ’ (ISTERTCAI
.l

Y

HONOURABLE MENTION

Dr. Robert Roden, who has exhibited ongoing dedication toward researching, preserving, and celebrating the local history
of Etobicoke and Toronto. Thank you, Dr. Roden, for all of your many contributions.
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OHS PRESIDENT'S AWARD
Pancheta Barnett

This year, the Ontario Historical Society is proud to present the OHS President’s
Award to Pancheta Barnett, President of the East York Historical Society, in
recognition of her exceptional leadership, volunteerism, and profound contributions
to preserving and celebrating the history of Ontario. The President’s Award
recognizes an outstanding contribution to the preservation or promotion of Ontario’s
history. Barnett has dedicated herself to community-centred heritage preservation
while championing equity, historical accuracy, and broad public engagement.
Under her leadership, the East York Historical Society has reached new heights
through dynamic programming, collaboration with public institutions, and the
active preservation and promotion of local Black history. Her work has included
spearheading initiatives to honour historically overlooked figures, such as the naming
of Henry Box Brown Lane and Luella Price Lane, and advocating for heritage
recognition through plaques, educational talks, and accessible public history resources. As a writer and editor, her ongoing publication
of East York Inklings continues to inspire civic pride, build historical awareness, and connect people within the community. Ms.
Barnett’s commitment extends deeply into community service. She has personally supported historical education for youth through
school presentations, collaborated with libraries and partners to deliver inclusive leaming programs, and fostered multigenerational
outreach by delivering newsletters to seniors and maintaining direct contact with long-standing Society members. Her collaborative
leadership has sparked renewed interest in East York’s past while uplifting voices historically under-represented in Ontario’s heritage
landscape. The Awards Committee congratulates Pancheta Barnett on this well-deserved honour and thanks her for her enduring
commitment to preserving, sharing, and enriching Ontario’s history.

3

HONOURABLE MENTION

The Waterdown Museum of Hope: This grassroots initiative presents captivating, student-researched stories that
offer rich and educational experiences. The Committee thanks the Waterdown Museum of Hope for demonstrating
the impact of grassroots historical organizations in Ontario.

ALISON PRENTICE AWARD FOR CANADIAN WOMEN'S HISTORY

Dr. Rebecca Beauseart
Pursuing Play: Women'’s Leisure in Small-Town Ontario, 1870-1914

The Ontario Historical Society ’s Alison Prentice Award for Canadian Women’s
History recognizes an early career historian for an outstanding project bringing
greater awareness to women’s history in Ontario. The OHS is pleased to
present the 2025 Alison Prentice Award to Dr. Rebecca Beausaert, for her book,
Pursuing Play: Women's Leisure in Small-Town Ontario, 1870—1914, published
by University of Manitoba Press. Beausaert explores the leisure activities of
women in rural Canada within a period of tremendous social, cultural, economic,
political, and religious change through the three small-town case studies of
Elora, Dresden, and Tillsonburg. She convincingly argues that women in these
areas increasingly exhibited agency and autonomy in their choices of leisure
activities, which enlarged their social networks, strengthened long-standing
ties of kinship and friendship, and created more opportunities for community
involvement. In so doing, Beausaert challenges the prevailing narrative by revealing how trends in leisure and social change
in small-town Canada actually mirrored those at the national level within a few decades of Confederation.
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OHS UPDATES

Updates from OHS members and Affiliated Societies

Moore Museum: St. Clair Township Fire Department was on site
during Moore Museum’s 50th Anniversary celebration. Members
of the fire department showcased historic firefighting equipment
and talked about their real-life experiences in the Museum'’s replica
firehall. Photograph by William Moran.

TEDENPIRELOLIT
BURIALSITE

i

Hamilton Branch United Empire Loyalists' Association of Canada (UELAC): The
plaquing of cemeteries that have a first-generation loyalist buried on the property
has been a project by the United Empire Loyalists’ Association of Canada for more
than ten years. The sign indicates “United Empire Loyalists Burial Site”. On June
1, Clement Lucas Jr. UEL, a first-generation loyalist, was honoured with a plaque
at Mount Vernon Pioneer Cemetery in Burlington. The descendant of Clement
Lucas, Shirley Gray, attended with her grandson, Ryan Milbury. Others attending
were Ward Five Councillor, Paul Sharman, Appleby United Church members,
the Burlington Historical Society, and members of the Hamilton Branch UELAC.

Photograph from Pat Blackburn and Fred Hayward.
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Lake of the Woods Historical Society: Last summer, the Lake of
Woods Historical Society hosted the Keewatin Bike Parade through
the neighbourhood and around the Mather-Walls House. Photograph
courtesy of the Lake of the Woods Historical Society.

Leaside Heritage Preservation Society: Each
Remembrance Day, we have a walk in our neighbourhood:
The Walk of Remembrance. Leaside Heritage has marked
the homes of each Leaside boy/man who went away to
fight at war and did not return. Lawn signs are placed at
the address where the soldier lived and left home from.
Photograph from Ann Brown.



CELEBRATING our COMMUNITY

Every member and donor strengthens the Ontario Historical

Society’s mission to preserve and share Ontario’s rich history.

Thank you for being part of our growing community!

THANKYOU DONORS!

- Anonymous

« Michel Beaulieu

. Carl Benn

« Levi Lyman
Chickering

. Gabriella Colussi

Arthur

. Kari Dehli
. Alexis Dishaw
. Michael Dove

- Estate of Dorothy
Duncan

- George Duncan

- Robert Halfyard
in memory of Jim
Bradley

. Brian Jantzi
- Patricia Kennedy
. Paul R. King

. Jenna Kirker
(Beaulieu)

+ Rob Leverty in
memory of Helen

Juhola, Jamie Laidlaw,
and Edo Ten Broek

. Richard Lucas
. Sarah McCabe

. Steven McLarty
Payson

. Adrian & Suanne

Miedema

- Judy Wood Murden
. Louise Orr

- Barry & Jane Penhale

in memory of Richard

Fiennes-Clinton
- Tisch Reaney

. Robert & Kathleen
Saunders

. F. Brent Scollie

- Harry Smaller

- Donald Smith

. James Stanley

- Thorold Tronrud

- Alpema Foundation

. Enoch Turner
Schoolhouse
Foundation

- Espanola and Area
History

. Waterloo Historical
Society

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS/SUBSCRIBERS!

- Kerry Abel

- Mark C. Ambrogio
. Graeme Bachiu

. Wilfred Barnett

« Celio Bonilla

. Albert Braz

. Nathan Brinklow
« Brian Campion

. Craig Capacchione
« Jessica Cogar

- Peter Dans

. Andrew Ehn

- Brent Epp

. Mark Fisher

. Shawn Forde

- Karolyn Fournier
- Ross Fox

- Dustin Garnet

. Sam Goodwin

. John Gray

. Kristen Hahn

. Debra Honor

. JanIreland

« Chris Kerns

- Shannon Kilburn
. Shannon Kyles

« André M. Levesque
- Michael Lynch

- Kyle McK

. Jeffrey L. McNairn
- Wendy McQuaig

- Richard Merritt

- Brendan Ray

- Henry Rego

- Matt Reniers

- V.M. Roberts

- Ann Rockley

- Richard Spies

. Gray E Taylor

- Paul Van Katwyk

- Nick Vander Gulik
- Michael Widdowson
- Espanola and Area

History

. Gadsden

Promotions Ltd aka
AntiqueshowsCanada

- HarperCollins Canada
- Oakenwood Research

Services

. Prince Edward County

Heritage Conservancy

- Strathroy & District

Historical Society

- Weston Village

Community Association

- Windsor Public Library
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