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OHS Dons Hard Hat,
Seeks Donations to Re-Roof
the John McKenzie House

T

Professor Emeritus and Author Visits
Historic Campground Site in Willowdale

Donations poured in from more
than 1,000 individuals, organizations and corporations.
The community took great pride
in providing financial support to
restore the John McKenzie House
and site – and today we are asking
for your support once again for this
vital initiative to install a new roof.
Please donate by visiting
ontariohistoricalsociety.ca/jmhouse and selecting the “Donate
Now” button; by mailing a cheque
payable to the John McKenzie
House Roof Fund to: The Ontario
Historical Society, 34 Parkview
Avenue, Willowdale, ON M2N
3Y2; or by calling toll-free
1.866.955.2755. All donations will
receive a charitable tax receipt.

Mark Your Calendars!
126th Annual General Meeting
and Awards Cermony
of The Ontario Historical Society
in partnership with
O’Connor House

Saturday, June 14, 2014
1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Historic O’Connor House
50 Rowena Drive, North York
Featuring guest speaker Tony Wagner, Chair, O’Connor House:
“The Inside Story: The struggle to preserve and
restore the historic O’Connor House”
free parking available | includes tour and light refreshments
RSVP by June 2nd: ohs@ontariohistoricalsociety.ca or 416.226.9011
visit www.ontariohistoricalsociety.ca/agm and www.oconnorhouse.ca
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W

ith snow banks
piled high and a
prominent morning sun
reflecting brightly in
the snow, our footsteps
crunched through North
York’s wooded East Don
Parkland as we searched
for a human story and a
historical sense of place.
Located three kilometres east of Yonge Street
and steps away from
Cummer Avenue (named
after Jacob Cummer,
well-remembered
for
settling the Willowdale
area in the late eighteenth
century) is the site of a
not-so-well remembered
episode in Canadian In February, the OHS accompanied Canadian
history that saw a fas- historian and author Donald Smith (left) on
cinating interchange of a site visit in North York to research an early
nineteenth century campground meeting
cultures.
On a cold but sunny that occurred between the Rev. Peter Jones,
February afternoon, the a Methodist Anishinabe missionary and
OHS had the pleasure of several hundred Anishinaabeg people from
meeting with Canadian across southern Ontario. Pictured with Dr.
history author and pro- Smith is OHS executive director Rob Leverty.
fessor emeritus of history Donald Smith has also been a long-time
with the University of member of OHS and subscriber to Ontario
Calgary, Donald B. Smith. History for over forty years.
His recently published
Mississauga Portraits: Ojibwe
1856), speak. They were joined by
Voices from Nineteenth-Century
several hundred non-Aboriginal
Canada includes a reference to a
settlers.
spot he had never before visited.
Jones
was
an
important
Rob and I accompanied Smith
Mississauga missionary and chief
there as he eagerly trekked into the
who fought to strike a peaceful
wooded area, seemingly unaware
partnership between his people
of the cold wind that forced my
and newcomers to Upper Canada.
hands into my pockets and my chin
Soon after adopting the Methodist
into my scarf.
faith, Jones sought to act as a
Smith wanted to catch a glimpse
bridge between cultures. In his
of the exact location of a June
missionary work he travelled to
1828
“marathon”
Methodist
First Nations communities across
campground meeting. Several
southern Ontario – from along the
hundred Anishinaabeg [Ojibwe]
Thames to the St. Lawrence River,
travelled from across southern
from the north shore of Lake Ontario
Ontario to hear future Chief of the
Mississaugas of the Credit, Peter
‘Smith’ cont’d page 6 ...
Jones, or Kahkewaquonaby (1802RGB / .eps
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he Ontario Historical Society
needs your help to replace the
roof at the historic John McKenzie
House in Willowdale.
In the November issue of the
OHS Bulletin, we published a
special double issue commemorating the 100th anniversary of the
John McKenzie House and Site,
and readers read about the challenges faced and the obstacles
overcome when we made the historic site our headquarters in 1993.
At that time, the OHS worked
with the residents of Willowdale
and with people across Ontario
to stop the demolition of the historic buildings. The community’s
response was tremendous, and the
OHS raised $485,000 to restore
the site to its former grandeur.

“Up Close and Personal” with
Canadian Historian Donald Smith

Marjorie Stuart, Editor
marjstuart@sympatico.ca

A

t last, after a 15-year struggle,
the Hatt and Cooley descendants can breathe a sigh of
relief! Richard Hatt and Shaune
Copeman-Botosh (Cooley) signed
a disposition of agreement with
a developer in January for the
preservation of the Cooley-Hatt
Cemetery. The two lots that
encompass the cemetery will be
ceded to the City of Hamilton
for perpetual care as a pioneer
cemetery.
The developer has plans to make
this site a focal point of a new
subdivision with fencing, trees,
walkways, new sodding and two
parking spots for visitors.
In 1794, Preserved Cooley donated a portion of his farm as a
burial ground for the use of his
family and neighbors; this may
have been Ancaster’s first cemetery. Its first burial was of Daniel
Cooley, died 12 June 1794, son
of Preserved and Mary Cooley.
It is believed that many burials
occurred at this site up until 1821,
and archaeological assessments
have confirmed 100 shafts. Preserved Cooley and his wife, Mary,
died in 1816. The Cooleys were
United Empire Loyalists.
Richard Hatt was born in
London, England, in 1769. He
immigrated to Upper Canada in
1792 and married Mary Cooley in
1799. They had nine children. In
1800, Richard Hatt established a
milling complex at Dundas Mills
which later included a distillery,
potashery, general store, sawmills,
a coopery, houses and storehouses.
‘Smith’ from page 1

to Lake Simcoe and Rice Lake,
to Lakes Huron and Superior. A
close friend of Egerton Ryerson,
he became Canada’s first Aboriginal Methodist minister in 1833.
Jones is also the focus of the first
chapter in Smith’s Mississauga
Portraits.
Smith strives to connect all his
research and writing to a historical sense of place: “It’s all about
the site; it gives the story a sense
of place, a visualization that encapsulates a moment in history.”
But more important to the Calgary
resident is the human story and
the living personal connection, “I
want to have a human being, face
to face,” he exclaims, “archaeology, historical summary – these
are great, but they’re not enough.”
As Smith points out in his book,
“Anishinabe” translated into
English means “human being” and
here in this cold North York park,
he is in search of a human experience that took place nearly two
hundred years ago. He is intrigued
by the curiosity that compelled
parties of Anishinaabeg people
to travel from as far away as
Lake Simcoe to hear and see this
compelling Methodist preacher,
with hundreds of non-Aboriginal
settlers.
No plaques or markers exist to
mark this historic site, but as we
milled about the wood, forming
Page 6

He was appointed Justice of the
Peace in 1800. In 1812 he became
the editor of the Upper Canada
Phoenix when he purchased Joseph
Willcock’s printing press. During
the War of 1812, Hatt was a Major
in the 5th Lincoln Militia and was
wounded at the Battle of Lundy’s
Lane. In 1817, he was elected a
member of the House of Assembly
for Halton in a by-election.
Richard Hatt died from complications due to his war wounds on 26
September 1819 and was buried in
the Cooley-Hatt Cemetery.
The Cooley and Hatt descendants have worked tirelessly and
steadily to preserve this important
burial ground – and it was not an
easy task, as they took on politicians and developers, petitioned
Queen’s Park and participated in
Ontario Municipal Board hearings.
They will still have to be vigilant.
Members will recall that in 2010,
the OHS launched a petition to
protest the demolition of the cemetery; it recieved enormous support
from thousands of citizens from
over 296 municipalities.
A re-dedication and family reunion will be held later this year.
The Cooleys and Hatts can be
proud of their ancestors. Rick Hatt
and his family are to be commended for all their efforts to preserve
the burial site of their ancestors.
Well done!
In the August issue of the Bulletin,
I referred to Captain John Moberly
as James Moberly. John Moberly
was born in St. Petersburg, Russia,
of English parentage and married
Mary Fock, daughter of General
Fock of the Russian Imperial
Service in 1825. In 1834, Captain
historical hypotheses, we came
across a City of Toronto Works
Department employee who was
clearing some fallen brush. “It’s
a beautiful place to work,” he
mused. “The guys were just saying
how it would be a perfect spot to
have a barbecue.”
“How fitting,” I thought,
connecting a modern-day barbecue
gathering to an early nineteenthcentury campground.
We decided that a low-lying
flat section of land where the Don
River forks was the most likely spot
for the historic meeting. “There is
definitely a sense of spirituality to
this place,” added OHS executive
director Rob Leverty.
Fast forward to a warmer setting
at a nearby restaurant, Smith continued to point out the importance
of human beings within historical
narratives. Speaking with such
enthusiasm, he did not even pause
for a moment to look at the menu.
When the waiter arrived to take
our orders, an unprepared Smith
graciously and with ease cracked a
joke to break the ice.
After ordering, Don produced
a copy of Mark Abley’s Conversations with a Dead Man: The
Legacy of Duncan Campbell Scott
and praised Abley’s style of writing and his ability to bring to life
a human story within the context
of sound historical research and
analysis.
As we nibbled our food and
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Cemetery News

A special ceremony was held in the Municipality of PlymptonWyoming to honour all the victims of the Great Lakes Storm of 1913, the
unknown sailor who perished nearby and the history of Errol Cemetery.
Pictured at the dedication of the new stone monument erected in the
historic cemetery is (left to right) Lonny Napper, Mayor, PlymptonWyoming; Rev. Kim Metelka, Christ Anglican Church, Camlachie, and
Don Poland, President, Plympton-Wyoming Historical Society, which
incorporated through affiliation with the OHS on October 19, 2013.

Moberly was appointed Admiral
and had control of the Penetanguishene Naval Yard. He was the
major fundraiser for the building of St. James on-the-Lines
Anglican Church and directed
veterans of the War of 1812 who
helped to construct the church. He
was buried in the churchyard in
1848. A commemorative plaque
has been placed in the church.
Several of Captain John Moberly’s
children were prominent community members in Simcoe County.
A committee under the Township of Rideau Lakes has been
formed to assist in the restoration
of the Presbyterian Cemetery
in Newboro. This is the burial
location of many members of the
Royal Sappers and Miners, a special construction corps, the 7th and
15th Companies, of the British
Army, which was sent to Canada
in 1827 to help build the Rideau

Canal. Compromising of 160
skilled craftsman and labourers, it
built military structures and locks
in Bytown, now Ottawa. In 1829,
the 7th Company was transferred
to assist in building the canal near
Newboro or what was known as
the “Isthmus.” In 1831, 71 were
discharged in Canada and many
settled along the canal as lockmasters. The History of the Royal
Sappers and Miners indicates that
37 were discharged at the Isthmus.
The Rideau Canal was inscribed as
a UNESCO World Heritage Site in
2007. The Presbyterian Cemetery
is a registered cemetery administered by the Township of Rideau
Lakes, which has fully endorsed
the restoration project. The committee is seeking funding for this
project. For information, contact
Joan Wright, 373 Little Rideau
Lake Road, RR1, Portland, ON
KOG 1VO.

chatted, Smith jotted notes on a
small notepad. “My smartphone,”
he joked, “I am a man of the ’50s
– the 1850s – with much more in
common with Jacob Cummer than
one might expect.”
Last June, the OHS helped to
launch Mississauga Portraits at its
annual general meeting held at the
Mississaugas of the New Credit
Cultural Centre in Hagersville,
Ontario. The event was well attended and Smith spoke alongside
his colleague and friend Allan
Sherwin, author of Bridging Two
Peoples: Chief Peter E. Jones,
1843–1909. Together, the two delivered an address deeply rooted in
truly human stories woven together with a historical sense of place –
“the land,” a concept so pertinent
to First Nations history.
Smith’s book recreates the lives
of eight historically important and
interesting Ojibwe figures – seven
of whom have never before received biographical treatment. It
adds a human face and a personal
connection to the existing historiography. Its first chapter, based
on the relationship between Peter
Jones and Egerton Ryerson, Smith
points out, “deals with a major

universal theme: the power of
friendship.”
Smith has decided to donate all
proceeds from that book to the
Sacred Feathers Scholarship in
Native Studies at the University of
Toronto, which is awarded based
on financial need and with preference to students in the Aboriginal
Studies program.
His forthcoming project seeks to
examine non-Aboriginal perspectives on Canada’s First Nations
between 1867 and 2017.
And so, through our meeting that
February morning, a human story
did emerge – a personal connection with a respected “retired” professor, who is hardly retiring, with
whom it was a distinct pleasure to
sit down and chat.
Editor’s Note: Donald Smith’s
Mississauga Portraits: Ojibwe
Voices from Nineteenth-Century
Canada was published in 2013 by
the University of Toronto Press.
This article was written using
information from Smith’s Mississauga Portraits and his Sacred
Feathers: The Reverend Peter
Jones, 2nd Ed. (University of
Toronto Press, 2013). Learn more
at www.utpress.utoronto.ca.
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Special Offer from Heritage Canada
Members should expect a special notice in the mail from
Heritage Canada: The National Trust that offers members of the
OHS a discounted membership with Heritage Canada (30% off).
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