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February 11, 2021

Stan Cho
Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Finance
Frost Building North, 3rd Floor
95 Grosvenor Street
Toronto, Ontario M7A 1Z1
Email: submissions@ontario.ca

Dear Stan,

Thank you so much for inviting me to participate today in your virtual discussion in 
advance of the 2021 Ontario Budget.

This is our written submission to you in support of the request of The Ontario Historical 
Society (OHS) that your upcoming 2021 Budget includes the following: “That not-for-
profit organizations incorporated through affiliation with The Ontario Historical 
Society under its Special Act, 1899, be exempt from property taxes on heritage 
buildings owned or leased, and that exemption remain as long as those members 
continue in legal Good Standing with The Ontario Historical Society.”

I have also attached the OHS submission to the former Minister of Finance dated February 
6, 2020.

I would like to briefly share with you a summary of our discussion today:

 Tax policy has not been updated to reflect a new reality—since the banking crisis in 
2008, all governments and agencies and private institutions have been divesting 
themselves of Ontario’s priceless heritage assets. OHS has incorporated volunteer 
historical organizations to assume either ownership or lease of these heritage assets
which have been downloaded onto the volunteer sector for the public benefit.

 When a municipal government or church transfers ownership of a heritage building 
or museum to a not-for-profit incorporated by the OHS, the new volunteer historical 
organization must now pay property taxes on top of fundraising for insurance, 
educational outreach, capital and maintenance costs. For example, Madill Church 
Preservation Society (Norm Miller’s constituency), incorporated in 2017 to stop the 
demolition of the 1876 historic Madill Church. The society has since been informed 
that as the new owner it must now pay property taxes.
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 Numerous Mayors who understand community economic development and the 
tourist value of these historic sites have told the OHS that they have an off-the-
record arrangement whereby the local volunteer historical society or museum pays 
the property taxes and is then rebated by the local Municipality at the end of the 
year. This ad hoc arrangement is not a long term solution, as it may end suddenly at 
the next municipal election. Some Mayors have told OHS not to make this 
arrangement public, and some have questioned whether it is even legal.

 The Glengarry Fencibles Trust incorporated in 2010 (located in Jim McDonell’s 
constituency) and is currently undertaking a $200,000 (50/50 contribution with 
Parks Canada) restoration project on an 1808 historic building has been told that 
any improvements will be reflected in market value with an increased property tax 
assessment. However, this historic building is being restored for charitable purposes
and public enjoyment, employing local trades, and it can only be sold to another 
charity. It is not part of the traditional private market.

 This is a targeted recommendation and would not set a wide ranging precedent. It is 
strictly limited to historical organizations incorporated under the OHS Act, approved
by the Legislative Assembly, 1899. No other not-for-profit organization in North 
America has this authority to incorporate other historical organizations. The OHS 
will monitor the tax exemption, ensuring that only historical organizations legally in 
Good Standing with the Society and which own or lease a heritage building are 
eligible each year.

 This is a pre-pandemic issue that was precipitated by the 2008 economic crisis, 
which has now been severely exacerbated by the current pandemic as OHS 
incorporated societies must still pay all costs including property taxes, insurance, 
and ongoing capital restoration projects while unable to be open publicly for 
fundraising or other income-generating activities.

 Property taxes adversely affects rural historical organizations in small communities 
like Haileybury, Hockley Valley, Huntsville, Manitouwadge, Latchford, Green Valley, 
Keene, and Deep River. (Please see below 8 supporting letters to OHS for this 
submission and OHS Affiliates List 2015-2021).  Since the pandemic started in 
March 2020, OHS has worked to establish and incorporate new not-for profits in 
Middleport, Cornwall, Ancaster, and  Mindemoya to stop the demolition of priceless 
heritage assets and assume ownership. There are similar pending urgent 
applications to incorporate in Lakefield and Colchester to stop imminent demolition 
of heritage capital assets.

 This is a timely local and grassroots initiative, as Ontarians are discovering their 
history and heritage sites in unprecedented ways. Unlike many provinces, Ontario 



does not have a provincial museum. We have a different historical approach and 
tradition, which is why OHS was founded in 1888 and our Legislative Assembly in 
1899 granted it unique legal authority. In my experience, OHS’s volunteer 
incorporated organizations, found in nearly every community across the province, 
really comprise Ontario’s history museum.

 I know that both your caucus members and the opposition would look favourably on
this initiative. The OHS outlined this recommendation at two Legislative Committees
in 2020 and was very well received by all parties. I also believe that your colleagues 
Sylvia Jones, Jim McDonell, David Piccini, and Norm Miller—who have not-for profits
with historic building incorporated by the OHS in their constituencies—would 
support this initiative.

 Finally, I would like to add that in 2019 your Government exempted all Royal 
Canadian Legions from property taxes. We strongly believe that safeguarding 
Ontario’s history also deserves and now requires the same property tax exemption 
that would be strictly controlled and monitored by your provincial partner The 
Ontario Historical Society.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Yours sincerely

Rob Leverty 
Executive Director
Ontario Historical Society

cc: Toby Barrett, MPP Haldimand Norfolk



May 19, 2020

Attention Rob Leverty, Executive Director
The Ontario Historical Society

Hi Rob

As discussed with you, I am writing to ask for help and to add our support 
to asking the Government of Ontario to exempt all not-for-profit 
organizations incorporated through the Ontario Historical Society (OHS) 
from paying property taxes.  

This is to confirm that the Rolph Buchanan Wylie & McKay Historical 
Society (RBWM) located in Deep River, Ontario incorporated through 
affiliation with the OHS on June 12, 1987.

We are a volunteer not-for-profit organization and a registered charity that 
owns and operates the Schoolhouse Museum in Deep River.

I am forwarding you a copy (see below) of the RBWM Historical Society - 
Schoolhouse Museum taxes for 2019.  We are a small museum and the 
property taxes as well as the insurance are very high for us.  

As most museums, we are all volunteers who keep this museum going.  
We apply each year for 2 students from Young Canada Works, and have 
been successful in that department.

There are only a couple of museums in Renfrew County that pay taxes, as 
most are owned by the towns they are in.

Any direction or help that you could give us in this department, would be 
gratefully appreciated.

Thank you.

Eileen Burke, Past President

Schoolhouse Museum

Email: burkee1@sympatico.ca
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January 18, 2020 
 
To: Standing Committee on Finance and Economic Affairs regarding Pre-Budget Consultations 2020 
Legislative Assembly of Ontario 
 
Re: Property Tax Exemption for Incorporated Not for Profit Historic Organizations 
  
Dear Members: 
 
We are writing on behalf of the Madill Church Preservation Society (MCPS) to support the Ontario Historical Society (OHS) request 
that the 2020 Ontario Budget exempt historical organizations that have been incorporated as not-for-profit corporations through 
affiliation with the OHS from paying property taxes. 
 
Built in 1872-1873, the Madill Church is a nearly 150 year old provincially significant square log building. Our organization was 
established when the church was slated for demolition by the United Church of Canada (UCC) after the Town of Huntsville identified 
that they had no interest in obtaining the building and property. In response to community outcry and pressure to preserve the 
church, in August 2017 the Town hosted a public meeting to consider options – none of which included municipal ownership. 
Directly out of this meeting, community members created our grassroots group to take ownership and responsibility for the 
restoration and preservation of the church. From this group, the MCPS was established and incorporated in November 2017 as a not 
for profit group under the OHS. In February 2018, the UCC sold the Madill Church to the MCPS. In January 2019, MCPS received 
charitable tax status from the Canada Revenue Agency recognizing our purpose of community benefit. 
 
The Madill Church is essentially in its original condition, with no electricity, no plumbing and no heat source. The building requires an 
estimated $100 000 worth of preservation and restoration work for which we are actively fund raising from the community. 
However, since being removed from the property tax exempt classification by the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation, 
property taxes become our second largest property expense (next to insurance) putting additional and unreasonable burden on our 
operating budget and depleting our donations. 
 
The MCPS will have little choice but to appeal this change in classification and we recognize we are not alone. Across the province, 
large numbers of historic, valuable heritage assets are being divested by governments, agencies and institutions. Groups just like 
ours are stepping up to fill the gap and save these assets for the benefit of the community. It is unfortunate that Ontario’s property 
tax legislation and policy has not kept step with this new reality of volunteer not-for-profits accepting responsibility for protecting 
and preserving these provincial assets. 
 
We believe the legislation needs to change. The preservation of historic properties is in the public interest and should have the same 
relief from taxation as other organizations providing for the community benefit. It is the Ontario government that should decide 
what types of property should not pay taxes, the decision should be fair, consistent and province wide. 
 
For these reasons we support the Ontario Historical Society’s recommendation for this change. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Carolynn MacKay    Anne Collins 
President    Vice-President 
Madill Church Preservation Society  Madill Church Preservation Society 
 
cc:  Rob Leverty, Executive Director, The Ontario Historical Society 

MADILL CHURCH  
PRESERVATION SOCIETY 
C/O LYNDA MCLEOD 
48 HOMESTEAD LANE 
HUNTSVILLE ON P1H 2N8 



January 19, 2020 

Standing Committee Finance & Economic Affairs Pre-Budget Consultation 2020 

Dear Members: 

     The not-for-profit Manitouwadge Archival & Historical Society owns and operates a 
community museum. We are incorporated since 2003 under the umbrella of the Ontario 
Historical Society. We do not receive funding from any of the three levels of government. Local 
fundraising from a community of two thousand residents barely manages to raise enough money 
to maintain basic operations. 

     In 2017, after more than a decade of the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation (MPAC) 
recognizing our tax-exempt status and without any notice, consultation or rational, they 
arbitrarily changed our property classification which in turn prompted the Township of 
Manitouwadge to assess property taxes of almost twenty thousand dollars per annum. The only 
firm communication we have from the Township at this time is that if our tax bill remains unpaid 
“...the property will be offered for sale through a public tendering process.” A Legislation 
Interpretation Request (LIR) requested by MPAC in 2019 ruled that our museum is not exempt 
from property tax. 

     Our museum is a popular tourist attraction that makes a significant contribution to the 
economic development and well-being of our community. The loss of our museum would destroy 
years of work and strike a devastating blow to the wonderful spirit of volunteerism so prevalent 
in our community. 

     The Manitouwadge Archival & Historical Society enthusiastically supports the request that 
not-for-profit corporations who are members of the Ontario Historical Society be exempted from 
2020 property taxes and we further request that the exemption be carried forward in future 
years. 

Sincerely, 

John Lavoie 
President                                                                                                                                                      
Manitouwadge Archival & Historical Society 
PO Box 498                                                                                                                                                        
Manitouwadge, ON  P0T 2C0                                                                                                                          
email: johnlavoie@live.ca 
Cc: Rob Leverty, Ontario Historical Society  
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Glengarry Fencibles Trust 
4739 Frog Hollow Road, Green Valley, Ontario  K0C 1L0 

 
January 20, 2020 

 
Standing Committee on Finance and Economic Affairs regarding Pre-Budget 

Consultations 2020 
Legislative Assembly of Ontario 

 
Dear Members: 
 
On April 17, 2010, Glengarry Fencibles Trust was incorporated as a not-for-profit 
corporation through affiliation with The Ontario Historical Society (OHS) under its Special 
Act, 1899. The Trust’s purpose is to advance education by improving the public’s 
understanding and awareness of the history of the pioneer settlement of St. Raphael’s in 
Glengarry County (est. 1786); home to the first Bishop and the first College of Upper 
Canada, and birthplace of the first Premier of Ontario. 
 
The Trust is the result of commitment by local citizens in eastern Ontario to conserve 
and enhance the Bishop’s House component of the National Historic Site in St. 
Raphael’s Ontario (Parks Canada, 1997). The House, the oldest building (1808) on this 
site, was designated under the Ontario Heritage Act by the Mayor and Council of the 
Township of South Glengarry (2011). In 2015, the Diocese of Alexandria-Cornwall 
submitted an application to dedesignate and demolish Bishop’s House, but we 
vigorously fought the demolition request, and the Township rejected it unanimously.  
 
After much negotiation, ownership was transferred to Fencibles Trust in 2016, giving us 
permanent stewardship of the 18,000-sq.foot stone building and its two-acre site to be 
repurposed as a Cultural and Conference Centre. Since then, I alone have donated 
5,940 hours to the Bishop’s House preservation. We have also raised $500,000, but we 
cannot direct it all to rehabilitation, professional, and insurance costs as annual property 
taxes have been increasing with each conservation element/improvement made. 
 
Glengarry Fencibles Trust supports The Ontario Historical Society’s request that the 
Government of Ontario include in its 2020 Budget that “not-for-profit organizations 
incorporated through affiliation with The Ontario Historical Society be exempt from 
property taxes, and that exemption remain as long as those members continue in Good 
Standing with The Ontario Historical Society”. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brenda Baxter, President 
Glengarry Fencibles Trust 
 

 
c.c.: Rob Leverty, Executive Director, The Ontario Historical Society 
 
CRA 2015-08-210 
Registration no. 815494265 RR 0001	



                

January 21, 2020

Standing Committee on Finance and Economic Affairs regarding Pre-Budget Consultants 2020 
Legislative Assembly of Ontario.

Dear Members,

I am pleased to submit this lettering support of the efforts of the Ontario Historical 
Society (OHS) to have the Province of Ontario exempt their affiliated member in good standing 
from property taxes on their heritage buildings and museums.

The Friends of Hope Mill incorporated on January 1, 2018 with the aid of the Ontario 
Historical Society under its special act, 1899. Hope Mill is located on the Indian River in 
Peterborough County and is an operating water powered sawmill which was established by the 
Lang family in 1832. The Mill has undergone a a number of changes from being a wool 
processing mill to a sawmill in the late 1800’s. It remained in the Lang/Hope family until the mid 
1960’s when it was sold to the Otonabee Region Conservation Authority (ORCA). Because of 
lack of funding it fell into disrepair until the late 1990’s when a group volunteers got together 
and brought it back to life. Late in 2017 the volunteers approached OHS to help with 
incorporation which happened on January 1, 2018. ORCA wanted to divest itself of historical 
buildings at that time. 

In our two years of incorporation, the Mill has been able to operate with a very small 
surplus by selling wood, crafts produced by the volunteers as well as donations from visitors 
which numbered close to 500 this past season. The Mill is unique in Ontario as a fully 
functioning sawmill the 19th century technology.

I encourage the Standing Committee to support the request of the OHS to ensure that this 
unique bit of history in Peterborough County will live for future generations to enjoy and learn 
from.

Sincerely,
Alex McCubbin
President of Friends of Hope Mill

cc. David Piccini MPP (Northumberland – Peterborough South)
      Rob Leverty, Executive Director, The Ontario Historical Society









An Act to incorporate the 
Ontario Historical Society, 
Assented to 1st April 1899   

...is an Act of the Ontario Legislature that authorizes the 
Ontario Historical Society to incorporate an affiliated society 
dedicated to preserving and promoting Ontario’s history.

Since January 2015, the OHS has incorporated 43 not-for-profit historical organizations; seven in northern 
Ontario, six in eastern Ontario, six in central Ontario, eleven in southwestern Ontario, 12 in the GTA, and one 
provincial group. The Society is proud to work with the following affiliated societies: 

incorporated march 12, 2016
   ~The Friends of Wesleyville Village, Ontario 

incorporated april 14, 2016
   ~Elgin Historical Society 

incorporated may 7, 2016
   ~Friends of Historic Bovaird House   

incorporated june 11, 2016
    ~Lakehead Transportation Museum Society 
    ~Green Machinery History and Heritage 
    ~Friends of Grain Elevators

incorporated july 29, 2016
   ~Halton Black History Awareness Society

incorporated january 24, 2015
   ~Leslieville Historical Society 

incorporated march 11, 2015
   ~The Harmony Collaboration
   ~Nottawasaga Lighthouse Preservation Society

incorporated august 21, 2015
   ~McNab & District Celtic Heritage Society
   ~Centre Lochiel Centre

incorporated october 31, 2015
   ~Thunder Bay Railway Historical Society
   ~Buddies of the Brill 

incorporated december 21, 2015       
   ~Middlesex Centre Archives
   ~Heritage Port Stanley 

incorporated february 28, 2017
   ~Coptic Museum of Canada/
     Musée Copte du Canada

incorporated april 8, 2017
   ~Deseronto & District Historical Society  

incorporated november 18, 2017
   ~Madill Church Preservation Society  

incorporated november 18, 2017
   ~Rella Braithewaite Black History Foundation  

incorporated december 22, 2017 
   ~Friends of Hope Mill

incorporated april 5, 2018
   ~UE Loyalists Bridge Annex 

incorporated april 5, 2018
   ~Hockley Historic Community Hall & Church

incorporated may 17, 2018
   ~Brooklin Heritage Society

incorporated june 22, 2018
   ~NOW Social History Foundation 
   ~West Willowdale Neighbourhood Association

incorporated july 18, 2018
   ~Latchford House of Memories Museum
     and Ontario Loggers Hall of Fame Society

incorporated october 3, 2018
   ~Adjala Historic Church and Cemetery

incorporated march 30, 2019
   ~Ontario Barn Preservation 
   ~Stratford and District Historical Society

incorporated january 16, 2019
   ~Maitland Mills Association 

incorporated july 29, 2019
   ~Brant Railway Heritage Society

incorporated september 16, 2019
   ~The Thorold Museum (2019)
   ~ Hamilton Police Historical Society and Museum Inc.

incorporated november 23, 2019
   ~North Frontenac Historical Society & Archives

incorporated march 11, 2020
    ~Middleport Heritage Society  
    ~ Friends of Grand Truck Railway 1008  
    ~ East Luther Grand Valley Historical Society

incorporated june 5, 2020
    ~Ancaster Village Heritage Community

incorporated november 20, 2020
    ~Leaside Heritage Preservation Society 
     ~Blue Mountains Historical Society 

incorporated january 4, 2018
   ~Junction Heritage Conservation District 

incorporated january 29, 2021
   ~Friends of the Mindemoya Old School


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	


	



