
OHS 
HE NEw 

ISSUE 1.8. 

~~ 
istory comes alive across 
Ontario in April and May. 

Dedicated volunteer committees 
present Regional Historica Fairs 
in 22 different communities. Last 
year, more than 48,000 students 
participated in the Ontario Historica 
Fairs program. 

Historica Fairs are community 
events that involve museums, 
universities, historical societies, 
heritage organizations, local service 
clubs, businesses and community 
volunteers. These partners provide 
committee membership, heritage 
workshops, displays, adjudication, 
prizes and other sponsorships for 
the one— or two-day events. Fairs 
are often held in historic buildings, 
villages, forts, museums or 
universities. 

No matter what the venue, the 

HISTORICA FAIRS ARE 
HAPPENING IN ONTARIO! 

LETTER 

children and community members 
interact in a celebration Of their 
shared Canadian heritage. Students 
from grades four to nine present 
fascinating stories of their families, 
their communities, Ontario and 
Canada. They research their topics 
using primary and secondary 
sources and then present them in a 
variety of formats: displays, videos, 
songs, dances and drama. 

Fairs are open to the public. 
Last year, more than 18,000 visitors 
interacted with the students and 
community groups. Many visitors 
not only listened but also shared 
stories of their own. 

Each Regional Historica Fair 
chooses students to represent the 
region at the Ontario Provincial 
Historica Fair. This year 100 lucky 
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~ ~ ABOVE.’ The Historica Fair at Fort York shows the winners.‘ from the Toronto West 
Regional Historica Fair, ofthe Laurier LaPierre O. C. Award given out at each 
regional, fair in Canada “in recognition of exceptional enthusiasm and dedication 
to history and heritage. " Toronto West is one of the two fairs/or students from 
the Toronto District Public School Board There are also/airsfor Toronto East 
(the other Public Board Fair) and Toronto Catholic. 
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~ ~ MIKE FORD TO PLAYSIX STRING 
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NATION GUITAR AT HERITAGE DAY 
inger-songwriter Mike Ford, 
known to many as 1/4 of the 

Canadian folk-pop-vaudeville band 
Moxy Fruvous, has embarked on 
a whole new career phase with his 
rollicking Canada In Song project. 
His two solo albums, stars shone on 
toronto (featuring musical homages 
to Jane Jacobs, The Oak Ridges 
Moraine and Tooker Gomberg 
among others) and Maplemusic 
Recording Canada Needs You, 
volume one (a Juno nominated romp 
through Canadian history) are filled 
with provocative original compositions 
delivered in a multitude of styles. 
Canada Needs You, volume two is 
due out soon. 

Mike Ford will be attending The 
Ontario Historical Society’s annual 
Heritage Day reception to play his 
music on the Six String Nation Guitar 

~ a fascinating history project involving 
the creation of an acoustic guitar by 
luthier George Rizsanyi from various 
heritage components from across 
Canada, representative of C anada’s 
diverse history. The project was 
conceived by Jowi Taylor, host of the 
long-running CBC Radio program 
Global Village and is the product of 
l 1 years ofwork. Read more about 
that in the Executive Director’s Report. 
Apri1’s OHS Bulletin will feature 
photographs and more information 
about both Mike Ford’s perfonnance and 
the Six String Nation Guitar. For more 
information visit: www.mikeford.ca 
and www.sixstringnation.com. 

ABOVE.‘ A beautiful photograph of the 
unique Six String Nation Guitar. 

Photo George Douklias, 
Courtesy Six String Nation Guitar
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NEWH 
he Ontario government is part- 
nering with York University to 

create a new home for the Archives 
of Ontario.A new and modern 
facility for the Archives will be 
built on the main York University 
campus, at 4700 Keele Street, in 
Toronto. Over the next two years 
the Ontario government, in partner- 
ship with York University, will 
oversee the construction of a new 
archival facility that will provide 
better public services and enhance 
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The new building, about 98,000 
square feet in the heart of the York 
University main campus, will 
more than double the size of the 
current public reference area. The 
new, self-contained facility will 
meet international archival standards 
and make it easier to showcase 
some of the Archives’ most valuable 
collections by serving a broader 
clientele, including school groups 
and delegations. 

. . NEW HoME a e 6 access to the prov1nce’s history. p g 
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