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AI§()\’I-I.‘ This image of St. Stephen—in—the—Fields' is (1 chromolithograph on 
paper. titled and dedicated in mat window below, “N E View ofthe Church at 
S Stephen. Toronto. Canada W// To Robert Brittain Denison Esq. of Toronto 
// This View is clez/icated by His Faithful servant // The Architect. " It is 

a -V4 |’l('H‘ of the side entrance and rear of the church with numerous 
groups offigi.ires inforegrounrl. The original ofthis image was created by 
Thomas Fuller, the architect, circa 1858. Courtesy of the City of Toronto. 
Culture Division. Museum Services Collection. 

RARE J ACQUARD LOOM RESTORED 
BY LANG PIONEER VILLAGE MUSEUM 

There are few inventors 
who can claim that their creation 
changed the world. but. in I801, 
Joseph Marie Jacquard invented 
a loom that became the launching 
pad of the Industrial 
Revolution. Likewise. there are 
few museums in Canada that can 
boast having a 19"‘ century 
Jacquard Loom in their 
collection. 

The loom at Lang Pioneer 
Village was purchased by a 
young man named Samuel Lowry 
who was born in Warsaw, 
Ontario in 1862. He worked as 
a weaver in Warsaw from I884 
to 1888. then moved to 
Peterborough and established a 
business at 172 Hunter Street. 
His main products were carpets, 
flannel and horse blankets which 
were sold to clients from 
Lakefield to Hastings and 

Warkworth to Omemee. In 1887, 
his salary totalled $429.42. but by 
1905 he couldn‘t compete with the 
large woollen mills in the area and 
went to work at the Toronto 
Carpet Company. Lowry returned 
to Peterborough in 1907 and 
continued weaving until 1909 
when he headed west to seek a 
more profitable line of work. 

The looms were left as 
payment to the landlord, 
Mr. Buller, for a $200 debt owed 
in back rent. They remained in the 
Buller family until I967 when the 
looms and account books of 
Lowry were purchased at an 
auction sale by Dini Moes 
(herself a Master Weaver and 
longstanding member of the Guild 
of Canadian Weavers) who later 
donated them to the museum. 
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T ORONTO’S ST. STEPHEN-IN-THE-FIELDS 

On June 15. 2005, the 
Diocesan Council of the 
Anglican Diocese of Toronto 
approved a motion to remove 
the three congregations of 
St. Stephen—in—the—Fields from 
their historic home at 103 
Bellevue Avenue, effective 
September 30, 2005. and they 
instructed the Diocesan staff to 
“develop plans for the 
redeployment of the building." 

What does this mean? 
And what is going on‘? 

Despite emails, letters, 
and over l00() signatures on 
paper and in online petitions, the 
fate of the 147-year-old cultural 
icon and vibrant church remains 
uncertain. The Diocese states 
that it is “not a building society." 
and that its concern is with 
people, not buildings. In 
response to much alarm by the 
public over this imminent threat 
to the last Thomas Fuller 
building in Toronto (and his first 
commission before moving on to 
design the Federal Parliament 
Buildings. where he eventually 

IN DISTRESS 
MARTHA CUNNINGHAM 

became chief architect for the 
Dominion of Canada. under John 
A. Macdonald), the Diocese has 
been emitting mixed messages. It 
sees no danger to the building. 
Yet upon being asked by ERA 
Architects of Toronto to enter into 
a Heritage Easement Agreement 
with the City, as a token of good 
faith that no harm would come to 
the building by whatever twist of 
fate, the Diocesan oblique 
response was merely that they 
had several buildings with 
easements on them and that ERA 
obviously was more concerned 
about buildings than about 
people. At best this is no answer; 
at worst it is a harbinger of 
eventual abandon of the heritage 
property to dereliction and the 
dreaded wrecker’s ball. 

Putting aside the theory 
regarding intimate ties between 
people and their environment — 
or. specifically. the profound effect 
a majestic place like St. Stephens 
has on the psyche if not the spirit 
— let us consider why this issue 
matters in “material" terms. 

According to the l858 
deed. Colonel Robert Brittain 
Denison, whose home was 
“Bellevue,” in Kensington, gave 
the land in trust to the Anglican 
Diocese (then called the Church 
Society) on condition that there 
always be an Anglican Church 
(then the United Church of 
England and Ireland) on that 
spot. If the congregations are 
evicted an interesting legal 
scenario is presented. 

Denison was in favour 
of non-paying church 
attendance; that is. whereas 
pews were paid for by 
subscribers, as it were, to help 
for the programs and 
maintenance of the church. 
St. Stephen—in-the-Fields was 
designed not to follow that 
model, encouraging instead a 
freedom from financial 
constraints. 

This is another interesting 
aspect, and perhaps a bit of a 
portent for the urban church 

I/v DI.S"l'l\’I-.'.S'.\‘ page 3 

A CELEBRATION OF AFRICAN-CANADIAN HISTORY IN PRINT 
In June, the OHS. Natural Heritage Books and Mackenzie House Museum (City of Toronto) proudly presented the 
2”‘ Annual A Celebration of African-Canadian History in Print. It was a special evening at the Mackenzie House 
Museum to meet authors, poets, editors and publishers. Guests were treated with memorable readings. Seen in the 
photo above, standing left to right are: Barry Penhale, Publisher, Natural Heritage Books; Thelma Carey Thompson, 
artist & author; Dr. George Elliott Clarke, author & poet; Peter Jailall. poet; “Spider" Jones, author & broadcaster," 
William Humber, author & sports historian. Seated, left to right: Rosemary Sadlier. author and President, The Ontario 
Black History Society; and Kelly Nesbitt, Program Ofiicer, Mackenzie House Museum. Photo Rob Leverty 
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PREs1DENT’s MESSAGE 
BRIAN OSBORNE 

EXECUTIVE DIREcToR’s REPORT 
PATRICIA K. NEAL pkn@ontariohistoricalsociety.ca 

l’ve written in some of my 
previous columns how history 
comes in different forms: archives 
and records; landscape and 
architecture: painting, literature, 
and music. And for sotne people, 
its “re-enactment" in period 
costumes. You‘ve all seen them: 
groups of men who dress up as 
military units and re—enact 
battles. Women, who accompany 
them in the costumes of the 
period, are often cooking out—of— 
doors or performing a domestic 
craft. You may detect a somewhat 
dismissive tone creeping into my 
account already. but I am learning 
to pay more attention to these 
things. The reason is that this 
summer I was roped in! I became 
a “historical thespian" (my 
preferred term instead of the run- 
of—the—mill “re-enactor”). 

My first “engagement“ 
was on June 15"’, the day 
Kingston celebrates “First 
Capital Day" as a commemoration 
of the reading of the proclamation 
in 1841 that established Kingston 
as the capital of the United 
Provinces ofCanada (uniting the 
former colonies of Upper and 
Lower Canada). Not capital 
of all Canada. to be true, but 
good enough for enthusiastic 
Kingstonians to throw a party. Of 
course. as you all know. in less 
than a year there was pressure to 
find a more salubrious location 
for this experiment in unification. 
and York. the nascent GTA. 
pressed its case. as did so many 
others. Nevertheless. there I was, 
dressed up as Robert Baldwin, 
declaring my credo of 
responsible government to an 
arrogant Lord Sydenham, 
vowing my undying fealty to 
my friend. Louis-Hippolyte 
LaFontaine. in the company of 
such other 1840s look-alikes as 
Charles Dickens ( l 843 visit: “One
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Anovtz: OHS President Brian Osborne (right) reads a proclamation at 

half of Kingston is burned down 
and the other half not built up 
yetl“), and Mayor John Counter. 
This took place before a crowd 
that included the Lieut. Governor 
and Hon. Patron of the OHS, 
James K. Bartleman. as well as the 
Mayor and other local 
politicians. Bad acting aside, I 

was struck by the power of 
re-enactment in transporting 
performers and audience back to 
a particular historical moment. 

Six weeks later, I was at 
it again. Decked out as a military 
officer circa 1783, I had been 
dragooned into the role of 
narrator in Augusta Ceconni’s 
opera. “Molly Brant.” This time 
there was a professional cast of 
singers and musicians. But they 
needed support. so your portly 
and bewigged President did his 
oratorical part together with a 
supporting cast of local school- 
children, including the “Quinte 
Mohawk Dancers" and narrators 
from nearby Tyendenaga. 
Theatrics and costumes aside, 
this historical performance was 
abetted by the locale: Fairfield 
House. Built circa 1793, it was 
standing on this very site in the 
very years that Molly Brant 
negotiated with the British for the 
rights of her people. the Loyalist 
Mohawks. Later. I sat and ate 
with appropriately attired 
batteau-men and one of their 
wives who busily occupied 
herself crafting a lanyard from a 
ball oftwine. 

I learned a lot this summer 
about another way of immersing 
oneself in history and paying 
scrupulous attention to every 
detail of past ways of life. Also, 
by "reliving history." there is 

something existential about 
getting closer to the mindset of 
the past. When I think of it, isn’t 
that what historical research and 
engaging the past is all about? 

Kingston ‘s “First Canada Day " celebrated at Kingston Brewing Company. 
Lieut. Governor James Bartleman (left), Kingston ‘s Ma_yor Harvey Rosen 
(seated). and John Coleman, Parks Canada. (playing the role of Lord 
Sydenham), observe. Photo Randy Genois 
BI:‘L()W.' A Mohawk reader on the verandah of F airfield House with cast of 
local schoolchildren. including the “Quinte Mohawk Dancers" and narrators 
from Itearhy Tyendenaga re—enact “Molly Brant. "
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Photo Andrew Minigan. F airfield House 

Directors and officers of 
non—profit organizations are 
responsible for the decisions 
they make on behalf of their 
organizations and may be held 
personally liable for these 
decisions. Claims may arise from 
misrepresentation. defamation, 
fiduciary responsibilities, 
employment practices. etc. 
Directors‘ and Officers" (D&O) 
Liability Insurance provides 
personal protection to individual 
directors and officers including 
the cost of defense and 
settlement. 

Insurance costs have 
skyrocketed in recent years. 
Now affiliated societies can now 
obtain low-cost Directors’ & 
Officers’ (D&O) liability 
insurance through the OHS. 

With increased public 
awareness of the 
responsibilities of directors & 
officers. along with the ever- 
increasing litigious nature of 
today’s society, decision makers 
need adequate insurance 
protection for the work they do 
on behalf oftheir organizations. 
In most cases, these individuals 
have volunteered to hold these 
positions. It seems reasonable 
that these individuals (their 
reputations and personal assets) 
be protected by way of an 
insurance policy. 

Information packages 
detailing The Ontario Historical 
Society Insurance Program, and 
application forms have recently 
been mailed out to all affiliated 
societies. Act now to complete 
and return your application forms. 
Our special group pricing requires 
that 40 societies participate. 

Through the assistance of 
the Ministry of Culture's Summer 
Experience Program we were able 
to complete several large projects 
over the summer months. Barton 
Wong, a graduate of the 
University of Toronto, returned 
to the OHS this summer to 
conduct an accessibility audit of 
OHS programs and services. 
Barton’s report identifies some of 
the barriers to our programs and 
facilities that prevent persons 
with disabilities from participating 
fully and includes 
recommendations for improving 
access. David Zarnett. a student 
at Queens University. compiled 
a database of academic programs 
at the post-secondary level that 
museums or historical societies 
could use to recruit potential co- 
op students. A questionnaire was 
developed to gather research 
about certain programs and the 
findings analyzed and put into a 
report. This work was done on 
behalf of the OHS Museums 

ANNUAL COOKBOOK SALE NOVEMBER 20"‘ 
The Ontario Historical 

Society’s annual cookbook sale, 
“Cookbook Caper,” will take 
place on Sunday. November 20"‘ 
at the John McKenzie House, 
34 Parkview Ave., Willowdale. 
1:00 — 4:00 p.m. Hundreds of old 
and new books on a variety of 
food—related topics. food 
magazines. and collectible 
kitchen equipment will be 
available. Every year. new 
treasures are found. 

For the third year in a 
row, the Culinary Historians of 
Ontario (CHO) will contribute to 
this popular autumn fundraiser 

by offering a tearoom where 
bargain hunters can relax with a 
pot of tea and delicious 
homemade scones and sweets 
while looking over their 
purchases. 

Donations of cookbooks 
or cooking equipment to this 
years sale would be greatly 
appreciated. Also. volunteers 
who would like to help out on the 
day of the event are needed, for 
which they receive a first look at 
the books. Please contact CHO 
co-organizer Eva MacDonald at 
416.534.9384 ifyou can help. 

Committee and will be available 
to our members in the near future. 
When not busy designing flyers 
or helping with research projects. 
Stephanie Guo, a student at 

University of Toronto Schools, 
assisted our Membership 
Coordinator in updating our 
membership records and working 
on our publications. I would like 
to thank Barton. David and 
Stephanie for their dedication. 
hard work, and enthusiasm that 
they brought to their work this 
summer. I wish all three much 
success in the coming years as 
they continue their education. 

Books lovers. historians 
and collectors will want to be sure 
to attend our History Book Sale 
on Saturday, September 17"‘, 

2005. More than 2,000 books 
have been donated for this sale. 
many from the library of noted 
professor and historian Michael 
Bliss. Dr. Bliss will be in 
attendance at the sale. Books are 
priced from $3 and we have many 
rare and special editions. 

Space is limited for our 
Proton Food Handlers workshop 
on Friday, September 30"‘. This 
workshop is sponsored by the 
Museums Committee. Contact 
our offices soon if you‘re hoping 
to attend. 

Books of biography or 
autobiography are now eligible 
to be nominated for the Donald 
Grant Creighton Award. 
Our newest award in our 
Honours and Awards program is 
named for the noted historian 
and author, widely known for 
his two volume biography of 
Sir John A. Macdonald. 
Now there are l4 awards to 
choose from. including 
awards for individuals. 
businesses. organizations. and 
books. Nomination forms are 
available on our website 
www.0ntariohitoricaIsociety.ca 
or can be obtained by contacting 
the office. The deadline for 
nominations is Monday, October 
31“, 2005. 

Asovr: LEI-‘7‘.‘ OHS 2005 summer 
students in the hacltyard o_/"the John 
McKenzie House. They orefrom left 
to right.‘ Barton Wong. Step/tunie 
Guo. and David Zarnett. 

Photo Sheila Creighton 

B[;'l.()W LEFT.‘ In July 2005. six (lifj"ereiit 
groups ofthe Gibson House A rts and 
Heritage Camp enjoyed a treasure 
hunt through Willowdale. To./ind their 
treasure. the campers answered 
questions about the /1i.\'tory of the 
neiglzbourhood and used surveying 
tools like compasses and it Gunter '.\' 
chain to lead them to The Ontario 
Historical Society's John McKen:.ie 
House. Pictured is one of the camp 
groups in front of the OHS 
headquarters where campers were 
greeted and presented with their 
treasure chest — and Canadian 
flags — which prompted renditions 
of “O Canada" in English and 
French all the way back to Gibson 
House. Gibson House Arts and 
Heritage Camp runs every summer 
in July and Au gustfor campers aged 
6-1]. Call 416.395.7432 for more 
information. 

Photo Roh Le verty




