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A CELEBRATION
OF AFRICAN -
CANADIAN
HiSsTORY IN PRINT

In May, at the John
McKenzie House in Willowdale,
the OHS and Natural Heritage
Books proudly presented A
Celebration of African-
Canadian History in Print. It
was a special evening to meet
authors, editors and publishers.
Guests were inspired by the
memorable readings from the
authors, seen in the photo at
right, who are, back row, left to
right: Betty Mirembe, Fragments
and Ramblings; Lawrence Hill,
Any Known Blood, Peter Jailall,
When September Comes; Bryan
Walls, The Road That Led To
Somewhere; Barry Penhale,
Publisher of Natural Heritage
Books; Bryan Prince, I Came as
a Stranger. Front row, left to right:
Catherine Slaney, Family
Secrets; Afua Cooper and
Karolyn Smardz Frost, The
Underground Railroad. Photo
by Rob Leverty.

CONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR HERITAGE
Tourism WINNERS!

Prize Winners in the OHS
Heritage Tourism supplement,
2403 ballots received:
Getaway #1 — Delawana Inn
Resort — Margaret Palmer
Getaway # 2 — Tamwood Resort
in Bracebridge — Ivan Church
Getaway # 3 — Peterborough prize
package — Cheryl Barned
Getaway #4 — Oakville prize
package — Estelle Morris
Getaway #5 — Elora Inn — Mr. J.
Allmeier

WINNERS PAGE 2
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Asove: From July 23-25, at the John McKenzie House, the OHS hosted
Canada’s National History Society and judges from across Canada for their
deliberations on submissions for the 2004 Governor General’s Awards For

Excellence in Teaching Canadian History.

Photo Rob Leverty

TowN OF PERTH AWARDED THE
PRINCE OF WALES PRrRIZE

The Town of Perth,
Ontario, has been awarded the
prestigious Prince of Wales Prize
for 2004, by the Heritage Canada
Foundation. Established in 1999
under the patronage of His Royal
Highness The Prince of Wales,
this prize honours a municipal
government for exemplary
commitment to the preservation
of its built heritage. Previous
recipients include Markham,
Ontario; Victoria, British
Columbia; Saint John, New
Brunswick; and Québec City.

Recognized for its
picturesque beauty, Perth has
worked diligently for thirty years
to enhance the significance of its
historic stone architecture and
natural surroundings. Consisting
of 19th-century mills and factories
along the Tay River, Victorian
storefronts and grand homes,
these buildings reflect the town’s
rich history, as well as the legacy
of the Scottish stone masons who
built them. Settled in the early
1800s, Perth was the first planned
community in what would later
become Ontario, and today, the
preservation of that original
layout, as well as that of its
buildings, adds to its unique

charm as one of Eastern
Ontario’s most popular tourist
destinations.

The Heritage Canada
Awards Jury also cited the
presence of Algonquin College’s
Heritage Institute, which has
been teaching heritage carpentry
and masonry in Perth since 1989.
The jury praised the various
restoration projects undertaken
by the students and added that
their work and dedication has
further strengthened the town’s
commitment to conservation. By
promoting their skills, these
students have truly left an
indelible mark on the community
and the surrounding region.
Examples of these projects

INSURANCE PROGRAM FOR
AFFILIATES A REALITY

After many months of
work we are pleased to announce
the launch of the OHS Property
& Casualty Insurance Program.
It is being offered exclusively as
a value added benefit to all
affiliated societies of The Ontario
Historical Society.

This insurance program is
intended to insure the property
that your Society owns (excluding
collections and artifacts) as well
as provide the General Liability
coverage for your various
operations and activities. This
liability insurance is for Bodily
Injury or Property Damage
sustained by a third party on your
premises or during one of your
Society’s functions.

The most important
concern that was raised by our
member societies over the past
few months has been the cost
prohibitive premiums that are

being quoted by insurers.
Many small organizations are
faced with minimum premiums of
$1,500 in order to obtain
coverage. This program
addresses this issue by reducing
the minimum premium to $750
when appropriate and by
providing special insurance
coverage tailored to your needs.

An information package
on this new program will be sent
to all affiliated societies within the
next few weeks. Staff will
continue to work on the
Directors & Officers Liability
Program and will inform you as
soon as we have accomplished
our objective.

We are very pleased with
the program that Morris &
Mackenzie has created for us and
encourage all of you to take
advantage of this great
opportunity.

include the restoration of an 1850
timber-frame agricultural hall in
Almonte, Ontario, and the
restoration of the stone wall at the
Inge-Va House, a provincial
heritage site, in Perth.

Presented to the Town of
Perth at a special ceremony on
September 10, 2004 at the Imperial
Theatre in Saint John, New
Brunswick, The Prince of Wales
Prize consists of a plaque, framed

scroll and a pennant with the
insignia of The Prince of Wales
and the Heritage Canada
Foundation.

The Heritage Canada
Foundation is a national,
charitable organization dedicated
to the preservation of Canada’s
built heritage and historic places.
For more information visit their
website www.heritagecanada.org
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

BRIAN OSBORNE

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Patricia K. NEAL
pkn@ontariohistoricalsociety.ca

A question that is
exercising the imagination of
your Board of Directors in recent
months has been, “What should
the OHS focus on doing?”
Central to resolving that issue is
a supplementary, “How can we
better serve our members?”
These questions are important.
While we take pride in our 115-
year history, and while we can
recite our mission statement, our
continued vitality requires that
we fit into the current social and
cultural landscape. We must
strive to serve the needs of our
members, and also those of a
broader heritage community.

Certainly, Ontario History
is a central part of our institutional
role. This journal, which started
in 1899 as Papers & Records,
changed its name to Ontario
History in 1947. We can take
pride in our journal’s longevity
and its reflection of the OHS’s
interests: scholarly yet popular,
academic and relevant.

Similarly, the OHS
Bulletin serves us well as a
vibrant vehicle of information
about OHS activities, events and
developments in affiliated
Societies. It is a notice board of
services, resources and news of
possible interest to our
membership, as is our website.

The OHS provides
training for both professionals
and volunteers on a variety of
topics and facilitates
professional workshops.

greatly appreciated.

But what else should be
going on? Are we doing enough
to liaise with our schools and
provide resources and services
for the teaching of history?
Should we do this? And what
about the universities? There are
hundreds of history graduate
students throughout the Ontario
system but how many are
members of the OHS?
Perhaps we should invite these
young  scholars to a
conference devoted to teaching
Ontario history and publish the
papers as a resource for others.

A particular initiative that
appeals to me is holding regional
meetings of the OHS Board in
association with local mini-
conferences. Perhaps my
Eastern Ontario bias is showing,
but our constituencies outside
the GTA might welcome the
chance to host an OHS-
sponsored event that would raise
the attention of the local region
to things historical and heritage-
focussed.

Your Board will soon be
constructing a membership
survey to address these issues
and assess what it is the OHS
should be doing to better
serve your needs. We hope
you will all respond. In the
meanwhile, if any members have
any ideas on these issues, please
write to me. I will be pleased to
respond and bring your
suggestions to the attention of
the Board.

Thank You OHS Summer Students! In the Summer of 2004 Barton Wong
(above left) documented our publications and produced a catalogue of
publications for sale. Sana Rizwan organized and updated the OHS database
directory and created a database for all the affiliated members of the OHS.
The support of the Ministry of Culture’s Summer Experience Program is

Photo Rob Leverty

The OHS thanks Mr.
Cameron R. Stewart of New Ulm,
Minnesota who donated to the
OHS library a book entitled
Genealogical Classification by
Family Group Coding for

Descent  from Common
Ancestors. Mr. Stewart writes,
“Family historians  and

genealogists should find the two
volumes both interesting and
useful. Canadian families
included in the book are
surnamed Badgerow, Bentley,
McMaster, Sager, Sarles, Stewart,
and others. Known descendants
and ancestors are also identified
and classified in the book indexed
in the second volume Some of
their descendants may live in
Ontario now unaware of this
compilation.”

The OHS wishes to
congratulate its Vice President,
Joe Martin, for receiving the
University of Toronto’s Arbor
Award. Established in 1989 for
alumni, the Award recognizes
persons who have made a major
commitment to the institution.
Mr. Martin’s citation reads,
“Joseph Martin has brought his
enthusiasm for the history of
business in Canada to the
Joseph L. Rotman School
of Management. As an adviser
to the Dean, Joe helped
introduce Canadian Business
History as a course and study
area. In addition, since
1994 he has shared his business
acumen as Faculty Advisor
to the students of Impact
Consulting.”

Affiliated societies faced
with rising insurance premiums
can breathe a sigh of relief with
the announcement of the OHS
Property & Casualty Insurance
Program. Richard Boutin with
his team of associates from
Morris & Mackenzie has worked
with the OHS for more than a
year to develop an insurance
program that will meet the
needs of our members and
save money! Full details of the
program will be mailed directly
to our affiliates within the next
few weeks. Thank you Richard
for all your work on our behalf.
And special thanks to Audrea
Lear-Costigan who got the ball
rolling and helped make the
program a reality.

As of this writing, we are
still working on the details for
Director’s & Officers Liability
Insurance. Blanket coverage for
all affiliated societies is being
investigated. Work continues in
this area as we try to develop a
program that is cost-effective
and easy to administer.

As a busy summer winds
down, initial reports are
declaring the first-ever Heritage
Tourism Guide published by the
OHS in the June 5" edition of the
Saturday Star a success!

Ballots continued to arrive right
up to the last draw date in August
for a chance at winning one of
our fabulous Ontario getaway
prize packages. We have also
received many letters from people
across Ontario and as far away as
Calgary commending the OHS on
this “first class piece of work™ and
letting us know the Guide was
useful with summer travel plans.
We’re waiting to hear from the
organizations featured in the
publication. Are your attendance
numbers up? Have your gift shop
sales improved? Please letus know
what impact, if any, the Heritage
Tourism Guide had on your event.
The nomination forms
for our annual Honours & Awards
are now available. Established in
1967, the OHS Honours &
Awards program has grown into
one of the Society’s most
anticipated events. Each year
individuals and organizations
that have made significant
contributions to the preservation
and promotion of Ontario’s
heritage are  honoured.
Additional nomination forms are
available on our website. The
deadline for your submission is
Friday, October 29", 2004.
On June 14" Madeleine
Meilleur, Minister of Culture,

brought forward amendments to
the Ontario Heritage Act for
second reading in the Ontario
Legislative Assembly. Since the
government introduced Bill 60,
An Act to amend the Ontario
Heritage Act, on April 21%,
people from across Ontario have
expressed how important the
proposed legislation would be in
safeguarding Ontario’s valuable
heritage resources. Follow the
progress of the bill at:
www.ontla.on.ca/library/bills/
381/60381.htm. To learn more
about how a bill becomes
law, visit www.ontla.on.ca/
documentsbills/index.htm.
The much-anticipated
publication Thoreau
MacDonald’s Sketches of
Rural Ontario written by
George W.J. Duncan of
Markham is scheduled for
release this fall. Plans are
underway to host the book
launch on Sunday,
October 3, at 2 p.m.
at the J.E.H. MacDonald House
in Thornhill in partnership
with the Society for the

Preservation of Historic
Thornhill, and Heritage Vaughan.
Please visit our website

www.ontariohistoricalsociety.ca
for more details.
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If you are a cookbook collector,
enjoy cookery or just like to read
cookbooks, then you won’t want to miss

THe ONTARIO HisTORICAL SOCIETY’S
ANNUAL CookBook CAPER

Sunpay, NovemBer 14, 2004
1-4p.m.
at the John McKenzie House

34 Parkview Avenue, Willowdale
just north-east of the North York subway stop

There will be hundreds of bargain-priced old and new cookbooks
for sale as well as kitchen gadgets.

Many of the cookbooks are collectors’ treasures and
others cover nearly every cookery topic.

Peruse a varieg of ethnic and Canadian cookbooks,
for your reference library.

Books about wines and spirits are also available this year.

Guests may read through their purchases while enj ging
tea and goodies made from recipes in books featured at the sale.

Whitecap Books will be selling their historic cookbook reproductions.

= & L &

If you have cookbooks, cooking equipment or kitchen gadgets that you
would like to donate to this year’s sale, it would be greatly appreciated.

Contact the OHS at 416.226.9011 or £
Email: ohs@ontariohistoricalsociety.ca &%

5 The OHS thanks the Culinary

7 assistance with Cookbook Caper

THANK-YOU TO OUR DONORS

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS SUPPORT ALL ASPECTS OF OUR
WORK AND WE APPRECIATE YOUR GENEROSITY

Anne Baillie
Gyuszi Berki
Susan Blue
Gerald Boyce
Jean Cole
Leslie Gavlas
Sheldon Godfrey
Rolph Huband
Regan Hutcheson
Helen Ann Juhola
Phyllis Leggett & A. J. Woods

Mary Lemyre
Ann M. MacLennan
Dr. & Mrs. Bruce McCraw
Catherine McEwen
Joan Harman Murray
John David O’Brien
Christopher W. Oslund
Helene Paterson
A.E. Tindall
Ross Wallace
Brenda Whitlock

WinNERs continued from page 1

Family pass to Westfield Herita%e
Village m Rockton — Phyllis Babb

Selection of note cards from
Sombra Museum & Sombra
Township Historical Society —
Gordon S. Tranter

One year membership in The
Ontario Historical Society,
courtesy of the Beaverton-
Thorah™ & Eldon Historical
Society —R. J. Flaherty

City of Toronto Museum passes
— Juergen Kluge, Karen Almond,
R. J. Flaherty, Hugh Laing, Shirley
Heppel.

The book Hard Oiler courtesy
of the Oil Museum of Canada —
Joan Coxhead

City of Niagara Falls Museums
Family Membership & T-Shirt —
Dale Gabrielse

Minden Hills Museum gifts
including the book /n Quest of
Yesterday by Nila Reynolds —
Helena Frankel

$25 Gift certificate from the
Friends of Fort George Gift Shop,
Niagara-on-the-Lake —

Joan Coxhead

Port Perry Walking Tour booklet
& 5 prints showing views of
Scugog Shores istorical
Museum & Village — Shirley
Heppel

Thank you to all prize donors
for making this promotion a
success!

WELCOME NEW

MEMBERS

Ellen Blaubergs
R. J. Flaherty
Jocelyn Gordon
Ezio Marchetto
Jim & Jane Ross
David W. Rudkin
Mary F. Simpson
A. E. Tindall
R. D. Wilson







