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THE ONTARIO HISTORICAL SOCIETY SALUTES

ONTARIO’S MILITARY HERITAGE

The Heritage Canada
Foundation’s theme for Heritage
Day 2004 is Defending Canada:
Our Military Heritage Sites and
Buildings. Ontario has expanded
on this theme to celebrate the
diverse roles Ontario’s people
have played in helping to defend
our borders.

Made possible through a
grant from the Cultural Tourism
Marketing Fund, and with the
assistance of the Ministry of
Culture, The Ontario Historical
Society salutes Ontario’s military
heritage by hosting an annual
Heritage Day reception with a
military theme, producing a
commemorative poster, and
promoting Heritage Week in the
Toronto Star. The Star piece

will run on February 14,
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encouraging 2 million readers to
explore Heritage Week activities
and become better acquainted
with  Ontario’s Heritage
community. The poster, mostly
of military images, will also
contain the Web addresses
of some heritage partners
including a list of Heritage
Week events on the Ontario
Tourism Marketing Partnership
Corporation’s (OTMPC) Festivals
and Events section of their website
www.ontariotravel.net; and the
Ontario Heritage Foundation,
www.heritagefdn.on.ca whose
website contains information and
images about Ontario’s Military
heritage sites.

Ontario has many
different historic sites and
organizations dedicated to
preserving Ontario’s Military
heritage. Our forts, armouries,
battlefields, war memorials, and
most importantly, people, are all
reminders of the rich military
heritage this province has.
Ontario Heritage Week is an
opportunity to discover the
architectural heritage and historic
places of Ontario, and to
recognize the important work of
heritage organizations and
volunteers throughout the
province in preserving Ontario’s
valuable heritage resources.

ABOVE: Don't Give Up the Ship,
an oil painting by Malcolm C.
Armstrong, depicts the later
stages of the battle of Put-in-Bay,
Lake Erie, September 10, 1813.
Armstrong will be one of many
marine artists who will have work
exhibited at the Canadian Society
of Marine Artists 21* Annual
Exhibition on April 3, 2004 in
Picton. For more information go
to www.ultramarine.ca

Image courtesy of Malcolm C.
Armstrong / Paul Adamthwaite,
Archives and Collections Society

The Ontario Historical
Society thanks everyone who
has provided images and
information for this project.
Watch your mailbox for the
poster, and read more about
Heritage Day celebrations in
April’s OHS Bulletin.

HERITAGE TOURISM
(GRANT SUCCESS

The Ontario Historical
Society is pleased to announce
success in obtaining a grant from
the Cultural Tourism Marketing
Fund. This is a wonderful
opportunity for OHS affiliates,
members, partners and sponsors.
The OHS thanks The Ministry of
Culture for their help, and
everyone who wrote letters of
support for this project, and who
have already donated prizes.

This project is two-fold.
The first part is a celebration of
Heritage Week 2004, and the
second part is a high profile
publicity opportunity to promote
heritage events and activities
May to August 2004.

The OHS has 2000
members and 292 affiliates
including historical societies,
museums, heritage organizations
and individuals. This represents
acombined membership of 25,000,
which is a large representation of
Ontario’s heritage community.
The OHS is excited to take on a
project of this scope, which will
attract a broader audience to our

members’ events and activities.
You can read more about
Heritage Day plans celebrating
Ontario’s Military Heritage in
this issue of the Bulletin. The
heritage tourism supplement
is planned for May 2004 in
the Toronto Star and also
on the OHS  website
www.ontariohistoricalsociety.ca.
The heritage tourism
supplement will list heritage-
related events and activities
across the province. It will be the
type of thing people may wish
to keep for the summer to help
with their travel and leisure
plans. It will include an entry
form for the monthly History
Prize Packages, and promote the
OHS website where an on-line
promotion will provide more
information about events, prize
packages, tourism communities,
sponsors and advertisers, with
links to participants’ websites.
There will be limited
space for listings and display
advertising. Events listings are
HErimaGe Tourism page 2

ART2L1FE WEB SITE WINS UNITED NATIONS A WARD

The McMichael
Canadian Art Collection’s
Art2Life website has been
judged the world’s best. The
public gallery in Kleinburg has
won a United Nation’s
World Summit Award (WSA)
for excellence in e-culture.

Art2Life is one of only
five websites worldwide to
be recognized by the WSA.
Representatives from the Gallery
were in Geneva, Switzerland on
December 10 to receive the
gallery’s award from United
Nation’s Secretary-General Kofi
Annan.

The World Summit
Award is a three-year, global
showcase launched in March
2003 to celebrate the best in e-
content and creativity. Through
its partnership with the
United Nations Industrial
Development Organization,
the WSA aims to bridge the
digital divide and narrow the
content gap between developed

Art2Life is one of the
most extensive cultural websites
in Canada and celebrates 100
years of art, people, and events
in Canadian life. Visitors
to the site learn about Canada
through an interactive timeline
comprised of dynamic content
from 2300 original articles,
images, and broadcast clips
from over 240 sources.
The Web site was developed
by the gallery in conjunction
with the York Region School
Board, ecentricarts inc, and
over 100 Canadian galleries,
museums and media companies.

Art2Life has been on the
Internet and in the school systems
for almost two years. Since its
launch it has had over 70,000
visits, which has generated over
1,000,000 page views. Most
significantly, the average visitor
(for the most part students and
teachers) spends over 12 minutes
on the site. The website can be seen
atwww.art2life.ca.

Art2Life, the official
Canadian e-culture entry into the
competition, was selected from
over 800 online projects from 136
countries, and chosen for
its presentation of art within
greater historic themes. Each of
the 136 participating countries
was allowed to submit only one
website per category. The sites,
categorized into e-Learning,
e-Culture, e-Science, e-Government,
e-Health, e-Business, e-Entertain-
ment and e-Inclusion, were
evaluated on their strengths in high
quality content and innovative
applications.

“The province of Ontario
is proud of the McMichael
Canadian Art Collection.
Every day in schools across the
nation, its Art2Life Web site
expands the cultural awareness
of our young people,” said
Madeleine Meilleur, Ontario’s

and developing countries. ART2LIFE page 6
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

JEAN MURRAY COLE

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Patricia K. NEAL
pkn@ontariohistoricalsociety.ca

What is Heritage? This
question was asked by a member
at a recent meeting of a local
committee attempting to define
the various areas of achievement
worthy of civic recognition. It
caught me by surprise, and while
some in the room murmured
‘museums’ and ‘old buildings’, it
seemed to me that the President
of the Ontario Historical Society
should attempt a definition —
even though that was not the role
I was playing that day. Why is it,
I wondered, that question is still
asked.

It sometimes seems that
‘heritage’ is an overused word,
but it is difficult to find a better
one to encompass the broad
range of interests shared by
historians, museologists,
curators, teachers, architects,
anthropologists, writers, artists,
archivists, genealogists,
restorers, preservationists and
many others. Nor is age a barrier,
despite familiar stereotypes.

Even young children get caught
up in the excitement of a history
fair, and high school students
take to reenactments of past
events with amazing enthusiasm.

Historical societies and
museums come first to mind
when heritage is mentioned,
but the many and varied
organizations whose core reason
for being is an interest in
preserving the past — be it
through research, the written
word, artifacts or other means —
demonstrate that the circle
embraces a far larger field. In
spite of the many other activities
competing for our time, the
heritage community is stronger
than ever, and continually
expanding with the increasing
diversity of Canada’s people.

From time to time we may have
to pause and define what we
mean by the term, but there is no
doubt that the ‘heritage’
community is healthy and
thriving.

THE OHS SEEKS
NEW BOARD MEMBERS

The Nominations
Committee of the OHS Board of
Directors is looking for new
board members.

If someone you know is
in some way involved in
Ontario’s heritage and is keen to
get more involved, then why not
nominate them for one of these
interesting positions? OHS
Board members come from
across the province with various
backgrounds and interests. They
are writers, historians, teachers,
curators, consultants and
volunteers to name but a few, and
the one thing they all have in
common is an interest in and a
passion for history.

Nomination forms and
more information are available
at the OHS: call 416.226.9011,
or online www.ontario
historicalsociety.ca or Email:
ohs@ontariohistorical
society.ca. The deadline for
nominations is March 26, 2004.

WELCOME NEW
MEMBERS

Mary-Beth Clark
Derek Cooke
Gayle Desarmia
Paula Drew
Ted Foster
Leeanne Goodall
Dr. Parminder Mann
Agnes McClure
Barbara Paterson
Elisabeth Plashkes
Rolande Smith
Tom Smith
Toronto Aerospace Museum

ADDRESS CORRECTION
Please note the correct address
for ProMark Shankman Inc. is
90 Frobisher Drive, Unit 3,
Waterloo, Ontario N2V 2A1. The
OHS is sorry if this error caused
any confusion.

CookBook CAPER WINNERS

Draw prize winners at
Cookbook Caper 2003 are: Niki
Warrington — Hildegard von
Bingen Cookbook; Joanne
Riach — High Plains Cookbook;
Rhea Gazer — The Ace Bakery
Cookbook.

Thank you to the
Culinary Historians of Ontario, Jo
Marie Powers, and the authors
who attended and signed copies
of their books: Yvonne Tremblay
with Prize-winning Preserves
and Thyme in the Kitchen;
Wanda Beaver with Wanda's Pie
in the Sky; Dorothy Dooher with
Out To Brunch; and to Whitecap
Books with their Canadian
Classic Cookbook Series.

Heritage Week is an
opportunity to celebrate
Ontario’s diverse architecture
and historic places and to
recognize the important work of
heritage organizations and
volunteers across the province
in preserving our valuable
heritage resources. This year the
OHS will celebrate Ontario’s
military heritage. Join us on
Heritage Day, Monday,
February 16, at the John
McKenzie House, to kick-off
this year’s events.

Many heritage
organizations experienced a
decline in attendance during
2003. Some organizations
reported a decrease in visitors
of more than 40%. Lower
attendance revenues, cancelled
school programs, and the
reluctance of foreign travellers
also resulted in lower gift shop
sales. To offset this decline the
OHS has received the support
of the Ministry of Culture
through their Cultural Tourism
Marketing Fund (CTMF) to
produce a Guide to Heritage
Tourism activities and events.
The Guide, a four-page, colour
supplement in the Saturday
Toronto Star, will provide
Ontario families and tourists
with travel ideas, information
and opportunities for the four
month period of May through
August 2004. The Saturday Star
has a readership of more than 2
million. An electronic version
of the Guide will be available
on the Toronto Star website
(1.6M unique visitors per
month) with links to the OHS,
the Ministry of Culture, and our
heritage partners. You do not
want to miss this opportunity to

promote your organization,
special event, annual meeting, or
other activity to such a large
audience. This opportunity is
available to our members at very
affordable rates. Our affiliated
societies are invited to list their
activity at no cost. Many thanks
to the people and organizations
who wrote a letter in support of
our proposal.

Numerous polls and
surveys have identified fears
about privacy as one of the
principal inhibitors to the growth
of electronic commerce in Canada.
As a result of these concerns,
the federal government enacted
the Personal Information
Protection and Electronic
Documents Act (PIPEDA).
PIPEDA establishes new rules for
privacy recognizing the rights of
individuals with respect to the
collection, use, disclosure and
retention of their personal
information so that all Canadians,
no matter where they live, will be
assured of privacy protection.

Effective January 1,
2004, every organization that
collects, uses or discloses
personal information in the
course of a commercial activity
must comply with the information
privacy requirements of the
PIPEDA. The following principles
are used to govern the collection,
use and disclosure of personal
information: accountability,
identifying the purposes for the
collection of personal information,
obtaining consent, limiting
collection, limiting use, disclosure
and retention, ensuring accuracy,
providing adequate security,
making information management
policies readily available,
providing individuals with

access to information about
themselves, and  giving
individuals a right to challenge an
organization’s compliance with
these principles.

The Ontario Historical
Society obtains personal
information in order to establish
and verify membership,
understand our members’ needs,
and to provide products and
services. This information is kept
for as long as it is needed for the
purposes described. The Ontario
Historical Society does not sell or
share its mailing list with any other
company Or organization.

You have the right to expect
that the personal information we hold
about you will be kept accurate,
confidential and secure. When you
ask us to provide a product or service,
we’ll take this as your consent to
collect and use the information
necessary to deliver that product or
service to you. If you joined the OHS
prior to January 1, 2004, we would
have already collected and used
certain information about you in
order to provide the products and
services you have now. If you
continue to use these products and
services after January 1, 2004, we
will conclude that you consent to
our continuing to retain and use

this information. For more
information about the federal
privacy legislation visit

WWWw.privcom.gc.ca

2004 will be an exciting
year for the OHS. Be sure to visit
our website to read about the
new initiatives we are
undertaking to promote
Ontario’s heritage organizations.
We value your input and urge
you to be part of these publicity
opportunities.

THANK-YOU TO ALL OUR DONORS

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS SUPPORT ALL ASPECTS OF OUR
WORK AND WE APPRECIATE YOUR GENEROSITY

Gyuszi Berki
Dorie Billich
Donald Bourgeois
Steven & Diane Clendenan
Michael J. Collins
Gordon Coyne
Michael Cruickshank
Ralph Cunningham
Margaret Davidson
Joy Davis
Margaret F. Depew
Harold A. Down
Iris Elliott
Ross D. Fair
Janice Fuffman
Beth Hanna
Jeanne Hughes
Rob Leverty
Richard G. Lucas

Donald H. MacDonald
Blaine B. Marchand
Thomas Mcllwraith

Joan Harman Murray
Chris Oslund
Joyce Pettigrew
Ruth & Eber Pollard
Shirley F. Reeves
Fred Schaeffer
Barbara A. Seargeant
H. Marie Smibert
Patricia Stone
Corlene Taylor
J. Jackson Tyson
Marian Weldon
Ian Wheal
Randall White
Samuel Whyte

Leamington & Mersea Historical Society
The Ontario Genealogical Society
Steve Shaw Productions Inc.
Waterloo Historical Society

IF YOU CARE ABOUT ONTARIO CEMETERIES
AND THEIR PRESERVATION, PLEASE SEND DONATIONS TO:
THe CEMETERY DEFENCE FUND,
THE ONTARIO HISTORICAL SOCIETY,

34 PARKVIEW AVENUE, WILLOWDALE, ONTARIO, M2N 3Y2
or you can conveniently, securely donate online at
our website: www.ontariohistoricalsociety.ca

HEerimace Tourism continued from
page 1

being offered FREE to OHS
affiliates (max. 20 words). Listings
are available for OHS member
organizations for $50 per listing
(max. 20 words). Non-members
can list a heritage-related event
(max 20 words) for $80, which
includes membership. The OHS
reserves the right to edit
submissions. Listings should
include date, time, place, name of
event, phone, website. Listings
will also be posted on the OHS
website as part of the online four-
month promotion. Tourism
communities will be offered
special cooperative display ads
and prize package destinations to
promote their whole community.

OHS members are
encouraged to take part in this
project. There are many ways to
be involved: listing an event,
donating a prize, offering special
deals, giving out copies of the
supplement, placing an ad, and
encouraging participation.

For more information or to
participate in this exciting,
heritage tourism promotion,
contact the OHS at 416.226.9011
ohs @ontariohistoricalsociety.ca

It’s here!
The Ontario Historical

Society’s 2004
Ontario
Heritage
Directory

W ontato n{.{n;y‘.«.,. FuTNimbees
S L UL e

230 pages
soft cover/coil bound
fully indexed
1850+ heritage listings
Websites & Email

easy reading format

only $15

plus $6 shipping & $1.47 GST
order your copy today!
online:
www.ontariohistoricalsociety.ca
by phone:
416.226.9011







