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On the afternoon of 
Friday, September 20”‘, 2002, 
suddenly and without precedent, 
the lawyer representing the 
Province of Ontario asked the 
Tribunal hearing the OHS appeal 
of the provincial order to relocate 
the St. Alban’s Cemetery in 
Palgrave, to ban immediately the 
publication of reports on the 
hearing. This request for a 
publication ban would include 
the OHS Bulletin and was 
intended to stop the OHS from 
publishing reports to you our 
members and the general public. 
The Province’S lawyer had 
just distributed to the other 
lawyers at the hearing last July’s 
issue of the OHS Bulletin with 
the front page 
“Startling Testimony at 

headline 

Cemetery Tribunal.” 
OHS lawyer Catherine 

Bray (Borden Ladner Gervais) 

PUBLICATION BAN DENIED 
vigorously opposed the motion 
to shut down the publication of 
reports on this hearing, arguing 
that 
unprecedented in a case like this 

such a ban was 

and was contrary to one of the 
cornerstones of our judicial 
system, the right to public 
hearings. Bray argued forcefully 
that justice must not only be done 
but must be seen to be done. She 
indicated that publication bans 
are used in very special cases to 
protect innocent victims from 
harm that may come from public 
disclosure. 

What 
Province so much that it would 

concerned the 

seek such a ban? 
The Province’s request 

came at the end of a week 
of hearing evidence presented 
by witnesses for the OHS 
that relocation of the 
St. Alban’s Anglican Church 

CANADA PosT OPENS RESTORED 
POSTAL STATION K 

On November 13, 2002, Canada 
Post opened Postal Station K in 
mid-town Toronto near the 
corner of Yonge and Eglinton. 
Embodying classical Art Deco 
style, Postal Station K set an 
influential precedent in federal 
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building architecture when it 

opened its doors in 1937. 
Earning recognition from the 
Royal Architectural Institute of 
Canada, it became the symbol of 
modernism for other federal 
offices built in the decades that 
followed. It was built by 
architect Murray Brown in 
1936. Architectural sculptor 
Friedrich Winkler provided the 
beautiful stone unicorn, lion and 
insignia for Edward VIII (1894- 
1972). 

Postal Station K is one of 
the few buildings in existence 
that bears the insignia for Edward 
VHI. It was in December of 1936 
that Edward VIII announced that 
he was going to abdicate the 
throne to marry Wallis Simpson. 
Many buildings at that time 
changed their 
accordingly but Postal Station K 
did not for some reason. 

insignia’s 

The newly restored, 
historic Station K becomes the 
“bricks and mortar" version of 
Canada Posts new brand, which 
offers customers a wide range of 
products and services under one 
roof. Congratulations to Canada 
Post for restoring part of our built 
heritage. 

ROB LEVERTY 

Cemetery was not in the public 
interest. 

Dorothy Duncan, who 
retired as Executive Director of 
the OHS in January 2002, was 
the first witness for the OHS. As 
in the Clendennen Hearing 
(1995-97), the 
recognized Duncan as an expert 

Tribunal 

witness in matters relating both 
to heritage and to cemeteries. 
After considerable opposition 
from the Province and the 
Anglican Church, the Tribunal 
ruled in favour of the OHS that 
Duncan should also be qualified 
as an expert witness in the 
public interest as it relates to 

cemeteries. This again sets a new 
precedent for the OHS and the 
people of Ontario. 

After a long day of 
testimony Dorothy Duncan, with 
a copy of the provincial order to 
relocate St. Alban’s Cemetery in 
her hands, declared that “there 
are no overpowering and 
compelling reasons to desecrate 
this cemetery and therefore it is 
not in the public interest to close 
and move it...in this case, profit 
is the only advantage someone 
is going to reap and financial 
gain by either an individual or 
an institution is not in the public 
interest.” 

Marjorie Stuart was the 
next OHS witness to testify. 
Many know of her expertise in 
cemetery matters. At previous 
Tribunals and OMB hearings she 
has always been recognized as an 
expert witness in cemetery issues, 
in the value of cemeteries to 
communities and in genealogy. 
Although Stuart testified under 
oath that she “carefully weighed 
the evidence in this case and my 
position is independent of the 
OHS", the lawyers for the 
Province and the Anglican 
Church immediately accused 
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Sculptures by Toronto artist Friedrich (Fred) Winkler (1898-1974) adorn newly-restored Postal Station K. Seen here 
is a unicom and the insignia for Edward VIII. Winkler had a long career as an architectural sculptor and many of 
his works can still be seen around Ontario. He was very prolific in the 1930-1 950 period. He also participated in 
numerous art exhibitions across Canada with smaller works in bronze and ivory. 

Some of Winkler’s work includes: Ten bas-reliefs (themes from Classical Mythology) for the Bank of Nova Scotia, 
King St. and Bay St. in Toronto; Four female figures symbolic of “Motherhood, Humanitarianism, Friendship and 
Agriculture" on the east side ofthe main arch to Mather Park in Fort Erie; Two bronze Canada geesefiir the 
Garden Fountain of R.S. McLaughlin ‘s Parkwood Estate and Gardens in Oshawa. 

Winkler's niece, Lilly Quack, is in the process of gathering information and documenting her uncle ’s work. She is 
looking for any information about Fred Winkler's work, both large architectural sculptures and smaller pieces, that 
may be in personal collections. If you have any knowledge of Friedrich Winkler’s work please contact Lilly Quack at 
PO. Box 89502 — 250A Eglinton Avenue East, Toronto, Ontario M4P I K0. Look for a pictorial article in an 
upcoming issue of the OHS Bulletinfeaturing the work of Friedrich Winkler: 
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A CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE OF 
THELMA CONS TANCE MILES 

(DECEMBER 13, 1925 — SEPTEMBER 28, 2002) 

The museum world is 

small, and in Northern Ontario it 
is even smaller. There is a deep 
sense of connection surmounting 
great physical distances, and 
serious weather. Thelma Miles 
united us. 

We were guest speakers at 
a museum conference years ago. 
Thelma preceded me to the 
platform with a decrepit packsack 
in hand. She began to speak in 
that so memorably gentle, soft 
voice about a school programme 
which she had initiated. She 
spread out the treasures in her 
packsack — granny’s spectacles, 
a miner’s lunch pail, fragments 
of burnt clothing and melted 
spoons from the 1916 Matheson 
fire, and Inuch more. Life in the 
early days of a northern mining 
camp became vivid and real. This 
was Thelma at her best, and the 
initially stuffy audience from 
across Canada responded with a 
standing ovation. Not an easy or 
comfortable act to follow: not a 
woman to be underestimated. 

Thelma’s strength was her 
gentle, kindly demeanour, which 
belied an iron will, and 
formidable innate intelligence. 
The creation of a museum in 
Matheson, and the rallying of her 
community in this endeavour 
over many years is no small 
accomplishment. In the 1970s 
and early ’80s there was 
substantial government 
assistance for small museums. 
“Why should I use our tax dollars 
for this?" Thelma would ask 
when I suggested accessing the 
current government pot for 
something or other. “Oh no, I can 
build this myself.” And so she 
proceeded to study taxidermy to 

have a black bear and chickens 
“All 

road kill!” she assured me. The 
in her museum exhibits. 

chickens — made in Thelma’s 
student taxidermy phase — were 
endearing little creatures. The 
life-size horse made out of straw, 
completely outfitted in harness, 
is now a local treasure. Bobby 
Rhodes, in his poignant eulogy 
at Thelma’s funeral, recalled the 
horse falling on top of him. Such 
are the varied duties of a long 
serving museum board member. 
Her voice is clear in an interview 
she recently gave to Richard 
Buell for a magazine called 
Northern Impressions (Summer 
2002, volume 4, issue 2). She 
cautioned against the museum 
being turned into a “profit 

generating commercial venture 
instead of remaining a valuable 
educational resource available to 
all the people of the community.” 
While I might argue these 
aspirations are not mutually 
exclusive, we can see that Thelma 
kept abreast of our ongoing 
torturous struggles in heritage 
preservation. 

We were friends and 
colleagues for 30 years, and 
shared a passion for heritage. She 
profoundly understood the 
colourful, rich history of our 
beloved She 
recognized that this is a story to 

northland. 

be shared and celebrated, and if 
we don’t do it ourselves, as 
Thelma would say, who will? 
How we will miss her. 

If you wish to read 
more about the Thelma 
Miles Museum in Black 
River Matheson, Ontario, you 

visit the 
www.museumsnoIth.org 
might website 

It’s hard to believe that a 

year has gone by! Though busy, 
some exciting opportunities have 
presented themselves over the 
past few months. As we continue 
to streamline administration to 
reduce costs, we also are working 
to develop strategic partnerships 
which will allow us to expand 
our programming and 
educational activities. 

Museums Committee 
Chair, Gloria Taylor, Curator of 
the Simcoe County Museum, is 

planning a series of workshops 
to be held across the province which 
will develop the professional 
skills 

contribute to the sustainability 
of volunteers and 

of heritage in the local 
community. Our goal is to assist 
you, our members, to develop 
skills and build your resources. 

The John McKenzie 
House played host to the North 
York Rotary Club in September 
durin g their annual heritage walk 
and fundraiser. Over 500 people 
visited our offices during the 
half—day event and discovered 
the OHS. 

Upper Canada’s First 

Parliament site at 265 Front Street 
in Toronto is on the verge of 
being lost to development. This 
historical site was the centre of 
social and political activity in 

of York. 
who have an 

the new Town 
All of us 
interest in heritage should 
contact our local provincial 
and federal representatives to 
express our concern. For more 
information, visit the official 

First Parliament website 
www.f1rstparliament.ca 

President Lydia 
Alexander and I attended the 
Festival of Ontario in October, 
in honour of Her Majesty the 
Queen’s Golden Jubilee. It was 
an exciting evening and we 
were well-placed to see Her 
Majesty and His Royal Highness 
The Duke of Edinburgh. The 
following month Lydia and I met 
with Terry Smith, Acting Deputy 
Minister, and Rita Scagnetti, 
Acting Assistant Deputy 
Minister, of the Ministry of 
Culture. This meeting gave us 
the opportunity to share the goals 
and concerns of the Society with 
our funding partners. We will 
continue to keep the Ministry 
informed of the Society’s 
objectives and performance. 

I had the pleasure of 
attending the volunteer 
recognition dinner at Westfield 
Heritage Village. Rockton, and 
presenting Charles Doubrough 
with the Carnochan Award for 
his more than forty years of 
volunteer service to the village. 

The following week I joined the 
Lennox & Addington County 
Historical Society and the 
MacPherson House Museum 
Board for a tour of several 
buildings in the region being 
restored by Dr. John Brisley and 
his wife Diane. 

In October I visited the 
Whitchurch-Stouffville 

and attended the 
meetings of the Canadian 
Museum. 

Industrial Heritage Centre 
in Brantford, and the 

Bradford-West Gwillimbury 
I will 

continue my efforts to try and 
History Association. 

meet with as many of our affiliates 
as possible so that I can learn first- 
hand what your needs are. In the 

coming months I look forward to 
meeting with historical society 
members in Unionville, Manvers 
Township, Utopia and Creemore. 

As you may know, we here 
at The Ontario Historical Society 
are always happy to receive your 
donations, no matter what form 
they may take, and receipts for 
income tax purposes can be 
issued. One of the more unusual 
in recent months was the 
donation of four burial plots for 
a cemetery in north Toronto. The 
plots are available, below cost. 
If you have been putting off 
planning for your future, perhaps 
now is the time to act. Contact 
me for more information. 

With this issue of OHS 
Bulletin we welcome our new 
Communications Coordinator 
and Editor Sheila Creighton. 
Shefla 
of experience 

brings a wealth 
in cultural 

communications to this position. 
She 
Communications Coordinator 

served for ten years as 

for the Oakville Museum, 
worked on several cultural 
projects with arts groups and 
museums, and has written two 
history—based books. 
delighted that she will direct her 
skills to promoting The Ontario 

We are 

Historical Society. Welcome! 

ABOVE: 
Her Royal Highness Queen Elizabeth II and Premier Ernie Eves at the Festival of Ontario. October 9, 2002. The 
event was held at the National Trade Centre at Exhibition Place. 

LEFT: 
OHS President Lydia Ross Alexander poses with RCMP Constable Larry Litke at the 
Festival of Ontario held at Exhibition Place, Toronto, October 9. 2002 in honour of Queen Elizabeth 's visit. 
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