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Many Community 
Museums Receive 

Shocking News from 
Ministry of Culture 
In the final days of 1999 over 

25 community museums in On- 
tario learned that their applica- 
tions to the Community Museum 
Operating Grant Programme of 
the Ministry of Citizenship, Cul- 
ture and Recreation. based on 
their 1998 operating year were 
unsuccessful. 

This news. coming as it did at 
the very end of the year, and with 
no warning. has left many of 
those museums in an impossible 
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position. Days from their year 
end many have been unable to 
hold fund raisers or find supple- 
mentary funding to make up the 
deficits they now face. As we all 
know, museums are among the 
leaders in programme delivery in 
their communities and as a result 
bring thousands of dollars to their 
communities in revenues as de- 
scribed in this issue in the article 
Heritage = 33$ and $EN$E = Her- 
itage below. 
What will happen now in those 

communities affected by the 
Ministry's decision‘? For further 
information on this issue and the 
related matters of museum poli- 
cies and standards see Museums 
News on page 6. 
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Ten thousand years of aboriginal habitation in the region that is now called Toronto was celebrated on 
World Peace Day at the Village of Yorkville Park when officials and guests gathered to bless the white pine 
Aboriginal Great Tree of Peace, the park, and the great stone that has been brought therefrom Muskoka 
in the presence of the Honourable Hilary M. Weston. Lieutenant Governor of Ontario; Grand Chief Tom 
Bressette, Chiefs of Ontario, Chie_f Carolyn King, Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nation; and 
Urban Elder Vern Harper The flag of the Chiefs of Ontario was raised, the Wl/age of Yorlwille Park was 

message of peace. 
formall_v opened, and seedlings were distributed for planting across the Province, carrying forth the 

Heritage = $55 and $EN$E = Heritage 
The OHS has presented over 21 
workshops in Northern and 
Southern Ontario on the topic of 
Money Matters! in the last year. 
The workshop series has been an 
unqualified success and is con- 
tinuing in this new year as well. 
The catalyst for the workshops 
was the combination of two fac- 
tors: a study that we completed 
in 1998 called Heritage = $$ and 
$EN$E with the bottom line con- 
firming that every man. woman 
and child attending one of our 
day long heritage events leaves 
behind an average of $87 per per- 
son in the community. Our herit- 
age events will (hopefully) break 
even for all of us, but for the ho- 
tels, motels, restaurants. drug 
stores, etc., we are a financial bo- 
nanza. ln merchandising terms. 
we are the loss leaders in our 
community grocery stores! 

The other factor that prompted 
the workshop series was the un- 
expected financial difficulties 
that many heritage organizations 
and institutions were, and are, 
facing as a result of decreased 
support in money and manpower 
from every source. 
What a dilemma! Our heritage 

resources and events are one of 
Ontario’s financial engines driv- 
ing the economy, while the ben- 
eficiaries hesitate to put their col- 
lective shoulders to the wheel! 

Despite this reluctant attitude 
on behalf of the province and 
many businesses, we are grate- 
ful that dedicated individuals, 
organizations and institutions are 
striving to preserve and present 
Ontario’s history. Currently there 
are hundreds of projects 
underway, with thousands of V0]- 
unteers raising funds to ensure a 

Celebrating One 
Thousand Years of 
Ontario’s History 

The Ontario Historical Society, with support from Ontario 
2000, will host a symposium April 14. 15, 16 in Toronto to 
celebrate the human history of this land that is known today 
as the Province of Ontario. Millions of people have occupied 
this land, from the First Nations to the newcomers arriving 
daily, and sessions will explore their challenges and accom- 
plishments over the last 1,000 years. Mark your calendar now 
and plan to attend this symposium. For information and reg- 
istration forms contact the OHS at (416) 226-90] 1. 

priceless landmark. shoreline, 
structure, archaeological site, 
collection of artifacts, whatever, 
is not lost to all of us and to fu- 
ture generations. Here are just a 
few that have crossed our desk 
in the last few weeks: 
“Enaamjige Yaang—Our Vi- 

sion." the Ojibwe Cultural Foun- 
dation Capital Campaign to com- 
plete the dramatic new centre at 
West Bay on Manitoulin Island. 
They are almost there, but to give 
them that final push over the top, 
call (705) 377-4902. 
Two projects in the Niagara 

area are worthy of your support 
as well, “Saving Colonel John 
Butler" and the “Lundy’s Lane 
Battlefield” project. 

In the summer of 1999 the 
homestead of Niagara-on—the- 
Lake‘s founder, Colonel John 

the Niagara—on-the—Lake Con- 
servancy to spearhead a cam- 
paign to purchase the property on 
which the site is located. Contact 
the Colonel John Butler Heritage 
Fund, Box 1582, Niagara-on—the- 
Lake, Ontario LOS lJ0. 
The Friends of Lundy’s Lane 

Battlefield has developed a host 
of fund raising projects and pro- 
grammes to match the millen- 
nium funding they received from 
the federal government to de- 
velop Lundy’s Lane as a Historic 
Site. For information or to make 
your donation: Friends of the 
Lundy‘s Lane Battlefield, 6018 
Barker Street, Niagara Falls, On- 
tario L2G 1Y4. 

In eastern Ontario the Friends 
of the Ruins of St. Raphaels Inc., 
has launched a fund raising cam- 
paign to stabilize the ruins of this 

Butler was located close to But— National Historic Site. St. 
ler‘s Burying Ground by archae—

_ 

ologists. Town Council has asked C-0,m',med 0,, page 2 
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President’s Report 
Jeanne Hughes 

The December issue of the OHS 
Bulletin contained a report on the 
creation of a Foundation to ad- 
minister, and plan for the future 
of, the Edward Banting farm 
which Mr. Banting bequeathed to 
The Ontario Historical Society. 
The OHS received possesion of 
the farm in late September 1999 
and, as reported, steps were taken 
almost immediately to form a 
Foundation and so protect the So- 
ciety’s assets. 

This farm is the birthplace of 
Sir Frederick Banting, the co-dis- 
coverer of insulin, and Mr. 
Edward Banting left the farm- 
stead to the Society because he 
was concerned about its future, 
given that historical significance 
as well as its location adjoining 
a prehistoric Palaeo-Indian site. 

By way of background, the farm 
consists of 100 acres of land, 
which is presently rented out to 
a local farmer, as well as a house 
and several farm buildings. The 
house is not the one in which Sir 
Frederick was born, that having 
been torn down in the 1920s and 
some of the materials from it used 
to build the present smaller 
house. Other buildings consist of 

a large bam, an octagonal drive 
shed and two or three other small 
wooden buildings. A first inspec- 
tion reveals that none of the 
buildings are in f1rst—class shape, 
nor were they constructed at the 
time of Banting’s birth. A mem- 
ber of the Banting family is pres- 
ently residing in the house. 

Mr. Edward Banting left the 
farm to the OHS in the confi- 
dence that we would do all in our 
power to establish an appropri- 
ate use for the site and we are 
honoured by his trust in this So- 
ciety. We regret that, during his 
meetings with representatives of 
the Society, he did not impart any 
ideas he might have had towards 
reaching such an appropriate use. 
It should be mentioned also that 
no money was included in this 
bequest and that all projects will 
have to include plans for appli- 
cable funding. 

Because of the historical sig- 
nificance of the farmstead the 
Foundation feels that the best 
course of procedure in planning 
the future of the property is one 
of making haste slowly. Many 
hours have already been spent at 
meetings and in consultation with 

interested parties in the Town of 
Alliston. In early February, a 
meeting was held at the OHS of- 
fice where some members were 
invited to share thoughts and sug- 
gestions that they might have on 
an appropriate use of the prop- 
erty. We will be holding addi- 
tional meetings to discuss the fu- 
ture of the site. We would encour- 
age anyone who has any thoughts 
and ideas on the subject to sub- 
mit them to the Society’s office. 
We have been entrusted with a 

most important responsibility. 
Let us make sure that our deci- 
sions are the right ones of which 
Mr. Edward Banting would be 
proud! 
The Society was pleased to 

learn that we have been awarded 
Millennium funding from the 
Ministry of Citizenship, Culture 
and Recreation to help celebrate 
the significance of our history in 
this special year. Accordingly a 
symposium is being planned for 
the Spring with the theme “Cel- 
ebrating One Thousand Years of 
Ontario’s History" a subject that 
will surely be of interest to all our 
members. Look for further details 
and plan to attend! 

Preserving a part of East York’s 
built heritage 

John Carter, Chair, East York LACAC 

On December 16, 1999, the City 
of Toronto, the East York Local 
Architectural Advisory Commit- 
tee Panel, and Context Develop- 
ment Inc., invited the public to 
participate in the recognition of 
a part of East York’s built herit- 
age of the past. 

Included in this event were the 
official opening of a public 
square at the comer of Pape Av- 
enue and Mortimer Avenue, and 
the unveiling of a plaque com- 
memorating the Earl Kitchener 
Public School/Toronto Normal

~ 
School/Toronto Teachers’ Col- 
lege. 
The Earl of Kitchener Public 

School was originally located on 
this site. Opened in September of 
1915 by the Toronto Board of 
Education, this school was jointly 
used by students from the City 
of Toronto and the Township of 
East York. 

In 1941, the building became 
the Toronto Normal School. This 
institution provided teacher train- 
ing through the Ontario Depart- 
ment of Education. The Normal 

Heritage: $$ and $EN$E = Heritage 

Raphaels, which once boasted a 
congregation of 600 and was the 
administrative centre of the 
church in Upper Canada under 
the leadership of Bishop Alexan- 
der Macdonell, was gutted by a 
devasting fire in 1970. To assist 
with the mammoth task, contact 

continued from page 1 

Box 190, Williamstown, Ontario 
KOC 2J0. 
Do you want to keep Ontario’s 

economy booming? One simple 
way is to support your local mu- 
seum, historical society, heritage 
group and their activities; we will 
all benefit from your generosity. 

School later evolved into the To- 
ronto Teachers‘ College. A new 
building was opened in 1955. In 
1978, Centennial College as- 
sumed both buildings. 
The former Toronto Teachers’ 

College is now an integral part 
of the colleges Bell Centre for 
Creative Communications. The 
Toronto Normal School building 
was demolished in 1993. This site 
is now occupied by the Upper 
East Side condominiums, a 
project of Context Development. 
Words of greeting were ex- 

tended by Howard Cohen, Presi- 
dent of Context Development, 
East York Councillors Jane 
Pitfield and Michael Prue, Gail 
Nyberg, Chair of the Toronto 
Board of Education, Dorothy 
Duncan, Executive Director of 
the OHS (and a graduate from the 
Normal School), John Ridout 
President of the East York His- 
torical Society, and John Carter, 
Chair of East York LACAC. 

Nearly 40 members of the 
public including several past stu- 
dents attended the event. This 
commemoration of part of East 
York’s heritage provides a good 
example of co—operation and 
partnership between the private 
sector (Context Development 
which paid for the costs of the 
plaque and public square), local 
and provincial heritage groups, 
and municipal government. 

This process will be used in the 
future to help protect and pro- 
mote the built heritage of East 
York. 

Executive Director’s 
Report 

Dorothy Duncan 

Happy New Year! 

Canadians from coast to coast 
celebrated, or watched and lis- 
tened in awe to other celebrants 
as our clocks, computers, and 
calendars rolled over to January 
1, 2000. The Ontario Historical 
Society has now spanned three 
centuries, one of the few histori- 
cal organizations in Canada that 
can make that claim. 

The OHS has an additional 
reason to celebrate for, on Christ- 
mas Eve, a letter arrived from the 
Honourable Helen Johns, Minis- 
ter of Citizenship, Culture and 
Recreation confirming that our 
application for support funding 
to present a symposium in April 
“Celebrating One Thousand 
Years of Ontario’s History” had 
been approved. This symposium 
will take us back to the year 1000 
in this land that we today call On- 
tario to the life and times of the 
First Nations, and then trace the 
changes that have brought us to 
the incredibly complex and di- 
verse province that we have to- 
day. Mark April 14, 15, 16 on 
your calendar. and plan to be with 
us as we journey through time, 
tradition and technology towards 
the new millennium. 

Publications Coming Up! 

Following the successful sym- 
posium “Buon Appetito: Italian 

Foodways in Ontario," the papers 
presented that day are being ed- 
ited by OHS Board member Pro- 
fessor Jo Marie Powers of the 
University of Guelph and read- 
ied for publication. You will hear 
more about Tombstone Tales by 
Harvey Medland, well-known 
teacher, lecturer and historian. As 
OHS members you will be re- 
ceiving invitations for pre-publi- 
cation special orders for both 
these books as well as invitations 

to attend the launches. Watch 
your mailbox for details. 

Our Sincere Sympathy 

Goes out to Marjorie Stuart, 
our well-known Cemetery News 
Editor, and her family in the pass- 
ing of her husband Ronald at the 
end of the year. 

Annual General Meeting 

Following the tradition imple- 
mented by our Board of Direc- 
tors several years ago, the Annual 
General Business Meeting of the 
OHS will be held on Saturday. 
May 6, at 2:00 p.m. at our head- 
quarters the John McKenzie 
House, 34 Parkview Avenue in 
Willowdale. The annual election 
of officers and members of the 
Board of Directors will be held, 
and the business of the Society 
transacted and confirmed. 
The Honours and Awards win- 

ners will be announced for 1999 
and many will be presented that 
day if the recipients are in attend- 
ance. For those not able to attend 
on May 6, presentations will be 
made in their own communities 
at an appropriate time and place. 

Our Doors Will Be Open 

On Saturday, May 27 and 28 
from 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 
as part of the “Doors Open To- 
ronto” weekend dedicated to the 
built heritage of Toronto, the 
OHS will host an open house 
here at our headquarters. This 
programme is part of a new. city- 
wide initiative by Heritage To- 
ronto, supported by The Toronto 
Star, CBC Radio One and many 
other organizations and institu- 
tions. 
We hope to welcome you at 

any or all of these events. 

Travelling exhibits 
opening soon 

A series of unique travelling ex- 
hibits are opening soon at four 
museums in Ontario which will 
be shown at their sites, circulated 
to each other, and then travel to 
other museums in the country. 
This project is supported by fund- 
ing from the federal Department 
of Canadian Heritage. 

The partner museums worked 
together to research and expand 
concepts for their exhibits, and 
each site has focused on the 
strengths of their own collections 
while also considering general 
relevance and marketability at the 
other host sites. 
The exhibits are: “The Noble 

Experiment: Temperance and 
Prohibition” at the Peterborough 
Centennial Museum and Ar- 
chives; “Sitting Pretty: The His- 
tory of the Toilet” at the Guelph 
Civic Museum; “Passage to Free- 

dom: The Underground Rail- 
road” at the Welland Historical 
Museum; and “Mach 2: The De- 
velopment and Destruction of the 
Avro Arrow, at the West Parry 
Sound District Museum. This 
panicluar exhibit highlights the 
role of nearby Nobel’s Orenda 
test facility, where the Iroquois 
engine was designed and tested 
and includes original photo- 
graphs, documents, plans and 
parts, from the destruction after 
the project was cancelled. 
Outreach for the exhibit will in- 
clude lectures, films, and pro- 
gramming for children. 
The impetus for this innovative 

project stemmed from a perennial 
problem facing smaller Ontario 
museums in recent years—find- 
ing affordable and suitable 
traveling exhibits that they can 
bring to their communities.




