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The OHS creates 
the OHS 

Foundation 
The Board of Directors of The 
Ontario Historical Society re- 
cently approved the creation of 
The Ontario Historical Society 
Foundation. This decision was 
made after the Board was noti- 
fied that the late Edward Knight 
Banting of Alliston. a descend- 
ant of Sir Frederick Banting, had 
bequeathed his I00-acre farm, 
which includes several farm 
buildings, to the Society. 

This farm was the birthplace of 
the co—discoverer of insulin, 
Frederick Grant Banting. 
Our legal advisor, Catherine 

Bray of Borden and Elliot, ad- 
vised the Society to create the 
Foundation, which is a separate 
legal entity, to receive and admin- 
ister the property, thus protecting 
the Society’s assets. The officers 
of the Foundation include Jeanne 
Hughes. Chair; Bryan Walls. 
Vice—Chair; and James Clemens, 
Secretary—Treasurer. 
Beginning in 1979 and con- 

tinuing over the years, several 
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representatives of the OHS were 
invited by Edward Banting to 
visit the farm and discuss its fu- 
ture. 

These included Presidents 
Gerald Killan. Douglas Leighton, 
John Bonser, Heather Broadbent 
and staff members U. Ernest 
Buchner and Dorothy Duncan. 
Mr. Banting was concerned about 
the future long—range use of the 
property given its historical sig- 
nificance. During these discus- 
sions Mr. Banting did not firmly 
indicate that he planned to leave 
the property to the OHS, nor un- 
fortunately, did he convey his 
clear vision for its long time sus- 
tainable use. 

Since the closing of the estate 
in September a wide variety of 
options are now being explored. 
Members of the Society are in- 
vited to share their ideas, 
thoughts and suggestions with 
the officers of the OHS Founda- 
tion to assist them in making a 
decision on the future of the prop- 
erty. 

Please address your corre- 
spondence to the Chair of the 
Foundation, Jeanne Hughes, at 
the Society’s office, 34 Parkview 
Avenue, Willowdale, Ontario 
M2N 3Y2. 

"t 

Buon Appetito! Italian Foodways in 
Ontario a Success 

Caroline di Cocco, MPP Sarnia— 
Lambton and Len D’Agostino of 
Toronto discuss Buon Appetito.’ 
A Symposimn on Italian Food- 
ways in Ontario, hosted by the 
OHS at its headquarters in Wil- 
lowdale on November 6, 1999. A 
large and enthusiastic audience 
enjoyed the speakers, demonstra- 
tions, discussions and a fabulous 
feast of Italian dishes during the 
day. 
Speakers and sessions in- 

cluded: “Foodways and Italian- 
Canadian Identity” by Franca 
Iacovetta, Department of History, 

University of Toronto; “Regional 
Cuisines of Italy” by Gianni 
Ceschia, Culinary Studio 2000; 
“Special Days: Special Dishes” 
by Cristina Perfetto, Toronto, 
with a pizza making demonstra- 
tion by Tony Schiassi, Toronto; 
“From Garden To Table” by 
Gabriele Scardellato. University 
of Toronto; “Food and Religious 
Identity in an Italian-Canadian 
Festa" by Enrico Cumbo, To- 
ronto; “Italian Foodways as a 
Model of Cultural Exchange” by 
Angelo Principe, Erindale Col- 
lege, Toronto: “Grow! Prepare! 

Preserve!” by Luigi Pennacchio, 
Toronto; “Kitchen Utensils from 
Old World to New” by Maria 
Pace, co—author, The Little Italy 
Cookbook; and “A Columbus 
Menu: Italian Food Over Five 
Centuries” by lvano Zambotti 
and Rodney Donne, George 
Brown College, Toronto. 
A publication from the papers 

presented at the Symposium is 
being developed. It is being ed- 
ited by Jo Marie Powers of 
Guelph and will be launched in 
the new year. 

Everything you ever wanted to know about 
a historical society but were afraid to ask! 

On Wednesday, January 26, the 
OHS will host a workshop at the 
Immanuel Baptist Church in 
Fenelon Falls from 10:00 a.m. 
until 2:00 p.m. that covers a host 
of subjects. 

Included are “Forming a New 
Society,” “Attracting and Keep- 
ing Members,” “How to Become 
Incorporated and How to Main- 
tain your Incorporation as a Non- 
Profit Corporation,” “Successful 
Programming,” “Tips on Fund 
Raising,” and “Questions and 

Answers: What are your con- 
cerns?” This workshop is a must 
for new and developing societies 
and highly recommended for es- 
tablished societies in need of 
some new ideas. 
The registration fee is $5.00 

per person and includes the ses- 
sions, a kit of resource materials, 
and lunch. Registration, includ- 
ing payment, must be received in 
the OHS office by January 21; no 
registrations will be accepted at 
the door. 

Office closing 
The OHS office will close on 

Friday, December 17, 1999 at 4:30 p.m. 
and re-open on 

Monday, January 3, 2000 at 9:00 a.m. 

Happy Holidays! 

For more information, or if you 
would like to host this workshop 
for your community organiza- 
tions and heritage institutions, 
please contact Robert Leverty, 

Programme, Co—ordinator, The 
Ontario Historical Society, 34 
Parkview Avenue, Willowdale, 
Ontario M2N 3Y2 (416) 226- 
901 1, FAX: (416) 226-2740. 

The Ontario Historical Society 
34 Parkview Avenue 
Willowdale, Ontario 
M2N 3 Y2 
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President’s Message 
Jeanne Hughes 

James (Jim) Clemens, a former 
secondary school history teacher 
and education officer with the 
Ontario Ministry of Education, 
has been retired since 1994 and 
now divides his volunteer time 
between the OHS, the Hamilton 
Children’s Choir, his church, and 
the Burl-Oak Theatre Group. 
Jim first became a member of 

the Society during his teaching 
days when his department head 
gave him a copy of Ontario His- 
tory which, no doubt, had been 
sent to the school as part of one 
of our many promotional mem- 
bership campaigns. His next as- 
sociation, some years later, with 
the Society was to give a paper 
at one of our Annual Confer- 
ences. Shortly after that occasion, 
he was elected to the Board of 
Directors. After a few years as a 
director, Jim was appointed treas- 
urer (yes, the treasurer was ap- 
pointed in those days). He has 
subsequently been elected treas- 
urer and has served in that posi- 
tion for the past twenty-five 
years. 

In addition to his duties as 
treasurer, Jim has been especially 
involved in raising funds for res- 
toration of the John McKenzie 
House as the historic headquar- 
ters for the Society, and as book 
review editor for Ontario History. 
Most recently, he has been 
closely involved in the bequest to 
the Society of the Edward Ban- 
ting Farm in Alliston. 
Frank Bartoszek, Second Vice- 

President is a scientist by profes- 
sion. and holds a B.Sc. degree in 
Chemistry from McGill Univer- 
sity and a Ph.D. degree in Physi- 
cal Chemistry from the Univer- 
sity of Toronto. He also com- 
pleted postdoctoral studies at 
Stanford University in California. 
He is presently employed at On- 
tario Power Technologies as a 
Senior Research Scientist. 
Apart from an interest in sci- 

ence, Frank enjoys cooking and 
reading about the history of food 
and the cultural aspects of food. 
He is also interested in music and 
opera and has been secretary of 
the Toronto Wagner Society for 
the past 14 years. 
Frank has been a volunteer for 

the OHS and joined the Board 
two years ago and has worked on 
the Fund Raising committee to 
organize events for the Society. 
He has also given cooking dem- 
onstrations for several historic 
food programmes. 
Bryan Walls of Windsor joined 

the Board of the OHS in 1996 and 
presently serves as First Vice 
President. Bryan is a Past Presi- 
dent of the Essex County Dental 
Society, and the 1989 recipient of 
the Ontario Secondary Teacher’s 
Federation Lamp of Learning 
Award. He holds a Doctor of 
Humanities Degree from the Ur- 
ban Bible College of Detroit and 
is a Deacon of the First Baptist 
Church in Puce. He received a 
fifteen-year Volunteer Service 
Award from the Province of On- 
tario and has served for several 

years as a member of the Board 
of Directors and as Board Secre- 
tary for the Ontario Heritage 
Foundation. Bryan currently 
chairs the Ministry of Citizen- 
ship, Culture and Recreation’s 
Ontario 2000 Fund, and is much 
in demand as a speaker on Un- 
derground Railroad History as he 
authored The Road That Led to 
Somewhere, the story of his an- 
cestors’ journey on the under- 
ground railroad from North Caro- 
lina to Canada in 1846. 
Geoff Geduld of Willowdale 

joined the Board of Directors this 
year. Geoff was born in England 
and educated in London, where 
he read for Mathematics and 
Physics at the University of Lon- 
don. He studied at Concordia 
University in Montreal and re- 
ceived his Bachelor of Com- 
merce degree, and his MBA from 
York University in Toronto. 
Geoff ’s career has spanned ra- 

dio, electronics, computers, fibre 
optics, and semiconductor de- 
vices with emphasis on sales and 
marketing. He has held manage- 
ment positions with Philco Cor- 
poration, RCA Corporation, 
Canada Wire and Cable and 
Shugart Associates, a subsidiary 
of Xerox Corporation. In 1985 
Geoff founded Penryn Electron- 
ics Corporation, a computer pe- 
ripheral company. 

In years past Geoff has served 
on The Gibson House Commit- 
tee and the North York Historical 
Board and is currently President 
of the North York Historical So- 
ciety. 

Mary Simonds of Cobourg 
joined the Board of Directors in 
1998. Mary was born in Scotland 
and came to Canada as a teenager, 
spending her early years in 
Sudbury. She served as Curator- 
Manager of the Hastings County 
Museum in Belleville for 10 
years, and then moved with her 
husband Vic to England. Mary 
returned to Canada in 1995, set- 
tled in Cobourg, and served as 
Curator of Barnum House in 
Grafton. Mary currently serves 
on the Executive of PROBUS, 
chairs the Speaker’s Committee 
and edits the newsletter. Mary 
loves to travel, to cook and to 
bake, and to entertain her five 
children, 10 grandchildren and 
their families. 
As you may know, I am cur- 

rently serving as your President. 
This is the second time in the last 
few years that I have had this 
honour, having been elected 
President the first time in 1991. 

In the past I served as Curator 
of Black Creek Pioneer Village 
for many years, on the Council 
of the Ontario Museum Associa- 
tion and as President of the As- 
sociation. As your representative, 
I was invited in October to a Tea 
hosted by The Honourable Helen 
Johns, Minister of Citizenship, 
Culture and Recreation and was 
able to brief the Minister and her 
staff on many of the challenges 
facing the heritage community in 
Ontario today. 

Russell King Cooper 

The many friends of Russell 
Cooper were shocked to learn of 
his death on September 27 as he 
worked in his garden. Russell was 
well known across the province 
for his countless contributions to 
the interpretation and 
preservation of Ontario’s history 
and heritage as well as his 
community service. Black Creek 
Pioneer Village, seven Local 
Architectural Conservation 
Advisory Committees, Peel 
County Museum and Art Gallery, 
Peel County Historical Society, 
Peel Memorial Hospital Board, 
and the Police Commissions of 
both Brampton and the Region of 
Peel were just a few of the 
organizations and institutions that 
benefitted from his involvement 

Tributes 
and support. A memorial service 
to celebrate his life was held 
at Grace United Church in 
Brampton. Friends are en- 
couraged to send donations in his 
memory to Black Creek Pioneer 
Village. 

Anna Jean Carter 

Jean Carter, a former teacher at 
Kitchener Collegiate, master 
weaver and craftsperson, and 
mother of James, Rob and John 
(well-known Museums Advisor 
for the Province of Ontario) 
passed away earlier this year. 
Jean’s three sons gave nostalgic 
loving tributes to her memory at 
the service held in Kitchener at 
the St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church. Donations to the 
University of Guelph for a 

Scholarship in Jean’s memory 
would be appreciated. 

Robert Hume, F CMA 
Bob Hume was known across 
Canada as a dedicated member, 
and supporter of, the museum 
community. He was a Past 
President and Fellow of the 
Canadian Museum Association 
and worked in the Vancouver Art 
Gallery, Ontario Science Centre, 
Art Gallery of Ontario, and Parks 
Canada. He was also an artist, 
trained at the Vancouver School 
of Art, with exhibitions of his 
sculpture in Canada, United 
States and Europe. The museum 
community lost a true friend with 
Bob’s passing earlier this year. 

Executive Director’s 

The Beat Goes On 
The pace of activity that sur- 

rounds history and heritage in 
Ontario is breath—taking. Our So- 
ciety has attended, participated 
in, or hosted an incredible round 
of activities in the last few 
months. 
These have included Riverdale 

Farm Fall Fair and the Black 
Creek Pioneer Village Festival, a 
book table at the Global Family 
History Fair’99, attended meet- 
ings of the Ontario Heritage Al- 
liance, Brampton Historical So- 
ciety, Connaught and District 
Historical Society, Hamilton 
Mountain Heritage Society, Gurd 
and Area Historical Corporation, 
and Whitby Heritage Community 
Association. 
We have provided speakers for 

the Manvers Historical Society, 
Old Durham Road Pioneer Cem- 
etery Committee. North York 
Historical Society, Oriole-York 
Mills Outreach Group, Owen 
Sound Historical Society, the 
Simcoe County Historical Asso- 
ciation, the Stratford-Perth Mu- 
seum, the University of Guelph, 
and for the workshop ‘Working 
with Volunteers’ hosted by the 
Brant Tourism Co-ordinating 
Committee and held at the Wood- 
land Cultural Centre in Brant- 
ford. 
The workshop ‘Preparing for 

a Victorian Christmas, New 
Year’s and the Celebration of 
Hogmanay,’ co—sponsored with 

Dorothy Duncan 

the Lennox and Addington 
County Museum and Archives in 
Napanee was filled to overflow- 
ing, and the ‘Buon Appetito! 
Symposium on Italian Foodways 
in Ontario’ drew a large and en- 
thusiastic audience. 
We co-hosted Money Matters.’ 

workshops in Tweed, Renfrew, 
Fort Erie and Hastings; and 
hosted Harvest Supper, Cook- 
book Caper, and Weekenders, all 
fundraisers at our headquarters in 

A 

Willowdale. 
We attended the launch of 

That’s the Ticket! in Toronto, the 
Kilboum Lecture hosted by Her- 
itage Toronto, the Ontario Herit- 
age Foundation (OHF), and The 
Toronto Star, Heritage 2000 
hosted by the OHF, a fundraising 
dinner for the Lloydtown Pioneer 
Cemetery sponsored by the King 
Township Historical Society, a 
luncheon honouring Sir 
Frederick Banting hosted by the 
Banting Educational Committee 
in Alliston, and a Heritage Chal- 
lenge Fund meeting hosted by the 
Honourable Helen Johns, Minis- 
ter of Citizenship, Culture and 
Recreation to discuss the criteria 
for this new grant programme. 

And in the Future 

The pace continues as I look 
at the weeks ahead, and I am sure 
that this is only a tiny portion of 
the activities that are being 
planned out there in the province. 

Report 

I look forward to seeing you at 
the January 11 meeting of the 
United Empire Loyalists’ Asso- 
ciation of Canada, Governor 
Simcoe Branch; Heritage Show- 
case at Scarborough Town Cen- 
tre hosted by the Toronto Histori- 
cal Association, February 18-20; 
and at Heritage Toronto’s “Room 
With A View,” March 4 at 
Spadina in Toronto. 

OHS to Host Provincial His- 
torical Societies 

Canada’s National History So- 
ciety has invited representatives 
of all the provincial historical 
societies in Canada to attend the 
first formal meeting of these so- 
cieties. Several informal meet- 
ings were held a few years ago 
which were beneficial for those 
of us able to attend. Canada’s Na- 
tional History Society is provid- 
ing the financial support to en- 
sure that all provincial historical 
societies have representation. 
We, at the OHS, were delighted 

when it was decided that the 
meeting will be held in Willow- 
dale in February and we will be 
able to host a reception and tour 
of our historic headquarters. Ses- 
sions will include common chal- 
lenges for provincial historical 
societies in Canada, innovative 
projects and programmes, prob- 
lem solving, fund raising, and 
much more. 

Welcome new members 
The OHS welcomes new members 

Alliston.‘ Garnet Madill 
Carp: D. Alan Jones 
Deep River: The Canadian Clock 
Museum 

Etobicoke: Torrance Henderson, 
Manuela Scarci 

Guelph: Francesco Antonio Lai 
King City: Diane Donley 
Kingston: Linda Line 

London: Carolyn Croke, Steven 
McLarty Payson 

Manotick: Logan Atkinson 
Minden: Carol Miles 
North York: Julia Dreger, Shirley 

Irvine 
Ottawa: British Isles Family 

History Society of Greater 
Ottawa, Valerie Culp 

Perth: William LeSurf 
Sarnia: Gregory Ross 
Toronto: Ontario Association of 

Art Galleries, Betty Ewing- 
Pearse, Presbyterian Church 
Archives, Guido Pugliese, 
Olga Pugliese, David Scott, 
Tina Whalen




