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Call for
nominations

Friday, October 30, 1998 is
the deadline for receiving nomi-
nations for the 1998 OHS awards.
We need your help to recognize
the excellent work being done in
heritage preservation, interpreta-
tion and publishing in your com-
munity and area of interest.
Nominations are invited for the
following categories:

Awards for Individuals
Cruikshank Gold Medal: pre-
sented on rare occasions to indi-
viduals who have performed with
distinction on behalf of the OHS.
Carnochan Award: to an indi-
vidual who has contributed many
years of service to the heritage
community.

Awards for Non-Profit Organiza-
tions

Scadding Award of Excellence:
to an historical society or herit-
age group that has made an out-
standing contribution to the field
of history.

Museum Award of Excellence:
to a non-profit public museum in
Ontario showing excellence in
community programming and in-
volvement. Employees, paid or
non-paid, may not nominate their
own institution.

Dorothy Duncan Award: to a
non-profit organization which
must be nominated by a First Na-
tions” Band Council or a Munici-
pal Council for outstanding serv-
ice to its region. A cash award
accompanies the certificate.

Awards for LACACs

B. Napier Simpson Jr. Award of
Merit: to a Local Architectural
Conservation Advisory Commit-
tee (LACAC) in Ontario for spe-
cial contributions to heritage con-
servation in its municipality in the
recent past.

Awards for Authors

Riddell Award: for the best arti-
cle on Ontario’s history published
during the award year.

Joseph Brant Award: for the
best book on multicultural history
in Ontario published in the past
three years. (1996 through 1998)
Fred Landon Award: for the
best book on regional history in
Ontario published in the past
three years. (1996 through 1998)
Alison Prentice Award: honour-
ing the best book on women’s
history in the last three years.
(1996 through 1998)

J. J. Talman Award: for the best
book on Ontario’s social, eco-
nomic, political or cultural his-
tory published in the past three
years. (1996 through 1998)

Awards for Businesses
President’s Award: to a corpo-
ration or business that has con-
tributed to heritage conservation
in the recent past.

The awards will be presented
at the 1999 OHS Annual Meet-
ing in May. Help recognize the
excellent work being done by
Ontario’s heritage community by
submitting your nomination to-
day. For information and nomi-
nation forms, please contact The
OHS at 34 Parkview Avenue,
Willow-dale, Ontario M2N 3Y2
(416) 226-9011, fax 226-2740.

All | need to know
about life | learned
from my Teddy Beor

50 wglit

It all began in White River on September 3, 1986, when the OHS held a workshop there, “Local History: Where to
Find It, How to Use It!” Within a few months, local residents formed the White River District Historical Society and
began researching their local history resulting in the opening of a Mini Museum commemorating Winnie the Pooh, a
former famous White River resident. The Museum Board is currently searching for larger quarters to accommodate
the growing collection and the visitors Winnie attracts to the area. (Dorothy Duncan)

Calling kindred spirits

October will be a month long
exploration by the OHS of the
traditions, beliefs and folklore of
our ancestors. From the begin-
ning of time they tried to solve
the mysteries that surrounded
them and developed habits, ritu-
als and ceremonies to ward off
evil and ensure a safe and happy
future.

At a series of four lectures,
scheduled for October 7, 14, 21,
and 28, between 12 noon and 1
p.M. the traditions our ancestors
brought with them, their attempts
to communicate with loved ones
who had passed on to another
world, the supernatural and heal-
ing qualities of foods and bever-
ages and the ancient festival of
Hallowe’en will be discussed.
The cost is $15.00 for the series
or $5.00 for single lectures, if
space permits. Participants must
bring their own lunches, bever-
ages will be provided.

On Friday evening, October
30 the OHS will host a supper
party featuring the traditional
foods of celebration to mark the
end of the harvest, the beginning
of winter and the feast of the an-

OHS wins award

The restoration of the John
McKenzie House, milk house,
stable and Women’s Canadian
Historical Society Coach House
will be recognized with an Award
of Merit from Heritage Toronto
on October 5 at the Winter Gar-
den Theatre. Our thanks to the
North York Historical Society
who submitted the nomination
for the Award that will be pre-

sented to OHS President Bruce
Richard at the Third Annual
William Kilbourn Memorial Lec-
ture. Dr. Ursula Franklin, Profes-
sor Emeritus from the University
of Toronto and an urban activist
will present the lecture. For in-
formation on the lecture or the
many award presentations, con-
tact Heritage Toronto at (416)
392-6827.

cient New Year. As October
draws to a close, our ancestors
believed that spirits, ghosts and
other phenomena became active
and often returned to their old
homes. The menu for the
“Ghostly Gourmet” supper party
will feature those traditional in-
gredients and dishes that were
prepared for family, friends and
returning spirits, as well as the
foods and beverages that were
served to fortell the future and

bring good luck in the coming
year. Lyn Hamilton, author of The
Xibalba Murders and The Mal-
tese Goddess will speak on cre-
ating mysteries in a modern
world. Tickets are $35 per person
with a tax receipt for a portion of
the amount. We regret that spe-
cial diets or food preferences can-
not be accommodated. Tickets
are limited for both events, so
reserve immediately by calling
(416) 226-9011.

We’re still waiting!

As we go to press, The Ontario Historical Society and the On-
tario Genealogical Society have still not received the decision
of the Tribunal that heard the appeal for the closing and the
moving of the Clendennen Cemetery in Markham.

The Ontario Historical Society
34 Parkview Avenue
Willowdale, Ontario

M2N 3Y2
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President’s Message

Think of the adventures that
were had this summer. Across
Ontario folks packed up the car
and set out on the highway to ex-
plore their province and country.
Those who did not travel settled
into home and explored their
community, seeking diversions in
parks, theatres, and their own
back yards. Thousands of tour-
ists visited special events at mu-
seums, galleries and historic sites
throughout Ontario. The eco-
nomic impact of this influence
has recently been illustrated by
the OHS in a survey which pub-
lished the fact that every visitor
to one of these events leaves $87
per day in the hosting commu-
nity!

Yet far beyond economics is
the impact of these places on both
the community and on its visitors.
A visit to the community’s past,
be it in a street tour, a library’s
archives, or a museum, connects
the visitor with the community in
a far more complete way. The
experience allows the person in
the present to glimpse how that
place came to be and to see the
people, both heroes and villains,
who contributed their energy to
make that place what it has be-
come.

For this reason it is funda-
mental that we, as members of the
community who work to preserve
our past, ensure that our efforts
are honest and effective. The man
on the street must understand and
believe in what we are doing; the
woman who visits must feel con-
fident that the stories we tell are
true. There must exist a credibil-
ity in the portrayal of our history
that speaks to all of our commu-
nity and provides a picture of

Bruce Richard, President

why that place is important to
them.

An interesting perspective
has recently emerged which
points to how we are looking at
our past. The thrust is that the
primary narrative today is one of
a deficiency viewpoint—we lack
history. As I referred to in my last
message, the clamour for a new
emphasis on history is finding its
way into headlines. The release
of the new Provincial Social
Studies curriculum claims to en-
hance the opportunities for stu-
dents to learn about their past;
one example being the require-
ment to know and understand the
Magna Carta in grade four. De-
spite our efforts, the OHS, like
many other organizations, was
unable to have any input on the
new elementary curriculum.

This was unfortunate if for
no other reason than to question
how history was to be a part of
what students learn. We have a
choice of how we use history; the
question is what are we using his-
tory to do? For the benefit of our
community, and our descendants,
it is important for us to renew the
focus on the big picture of his-
tory. To celebrate our achieve-
ments and promote the role our
past plays sustains the reason for
being a community. We must
have a sense of place to give
some terms of reference to our
future.

This may be focussed as
“cultural capital” to awaken the
attention of those fixated by eco-
nomic terms of reference. The
important point is that we have
cultural capital and that it repre-
sents a major element of our so-
cial fabric. In the past decade,

there has been a retreat by our
governments from the responsi-
bilities of ensuring that our past
—the investments of our fore-
bears— has been adequately pro-
tected. Provincially, a letter from
the Liberal Critic for Heritage,
Michael Gravelle, MPP, to the
present Minister of Citizenship,
Culture, and Recreation pointed
to “death by a thousand cuts” and
the erosion of services suffered
by the heritage community. We
can only hope the renewed wave
of interest in history and the call
to attend to our cultural capital
will draw the much needed atten-
tion it deserves.

The past is a powerful force;
the voice or action of one indi-
vidual can resonate for genera-
tions. One such person visited the
John Freeman Walls Historic Site
and Underground Railroad Mu-
seum this summer. I had the hon-
our to meet Mrs. Rosa Parks, the
woman who would not give up
her seat on the bus, and sparked
the modern civil rights movement
in the United States. Now 85
years old, Mrs. Parks travels in-
ternationally with students on her
“Pathways to Equity” tour to in-
fluence people to stand up for
their rights and honour their
neighbour.

Every day the past is a part
of the present. How we use that
history, how we support those
who preserve and protect that his-
tory, and how we contribute to
that history, are all questions upon
which we must reflect. That the
past contributes to the present is
without argument. It is how we
draw upon that knowledge and
use the past that will prove its
value tomorrow.

Is your society incorporated?

One of the questions the
OHS is asked most frequently is
“How do we get incorporated?”
As organizations and institutions
are cut adrift by their municipali-
ties, affected by amalgamations
or questioned for the first time by
funding agencies about their le-
gal status, this is an increasingly
important questions in the herit-
age community
What is Incorporation?

Incorporation is the setting
up, or creation of, an organiza-
tion that is a separate and legal
entity recognized in law, and by
various levels of government.
What are the benefits of Incor-
poration?

There are many benefits to
having your Society incorpo-
rated. Just a few: the name is rec-
ognized and protected; qualifying
for grants; individual members
are not liable for debts or liabili-
ties of the Society; potential do-
nors/supporters are assured of the
stability of the organization.
How do you get Incorporated?

There are several ways to
incorporate, including federal in-
corporation; provincial incorpo-
ration with the Ministry of Con-
sumer and Commercial Rela-

tions, Suite 200, 393 University
Avenue, Toronto, Ontario M5G
2M2, (416) 314-8880; a Special
Actin the Legislature of Ontario;
or by affiliation with the OHS.
How do you Affiliate with the
OHS?

When the OHS was created
by a Special Act in the Legisla-
ture of Ontario on April 1, 1899,
the Society received the privilege
of accepting “‘pioneer and histori-
cal societies” as affiliated mem-
bers. If a Society is accepted as
an affiliate by the Board of Di-
rectors, it is immediately incor-
porated in the Province of On-
tario.

The Importance of Keeping In-
corporated Status:

The Executive and member-
ship of many organizations do not
realize the importance of retain-
ing their incorporated, legal sta-
tus, until they find their Society
has been dissolved by the Minis-
try of Consumer and Commercial
Relations because they did not
comply with the regulations.
What are the Responsibilities of
an Affiliated/Incorporated So-
ciety?

An affiliated society has re-
sponsibilities to both the OHS

and the Ministry of Consumer
and Commercial Relations. The
OHS sends an annual reporting
form to all affiliates, which
should be completed and returned
at the affiliate’s year end, along
with several supporting docu-
ments. Affiliates must keep their
membership active with the OHS
by paying the $20 membership
fee annually.

An affiliated society, like all
other non-profit corporations in
Ontario, must file both a Form 1
and a Schedule A with the Minis-
try of Consumer and Commercial
Relations to notify them of any
changes in addresses, names of
directors and/or officers, or a
change of address for the society.
These forms should be available
at the office of your local MPP,
from the Ministry and the OHS.
Further Information?

If you have a copy of Home-
town History, published by the
OHS, in your library, consult
chapter 2, “An Introduction to
Incorporation for Non-Profit Or-
ganizations,” or call the Ministry
of Consumer and Commercial
Relations, or call the OHS at
(416) 226-9011.

Executive Director’s
Report

Dorothy Duncan, Executive Director

HERITAGE = $$ AND $ENSE

I am pleased to report that
the economic impact survey
which the OHS launched last year
has drawn to a close and the sum-
mary has been sent to all those
organizations and institutions that
took part. The survey was de-
signed by Lisa DiMarco as part
of an Experience’97 placement
supported by the Ministry of Citi-
zenship, Culture and Recreation.
In these difficult times, heritage
organizations and institutions
need all the facts and figures
available to make their cases with
funding agencies. We hope that
the OHS summary of the survey
will be useful to everyone who
was involved.

Changes

Two members of our staff,
Cathy Febbraro and Meribeth
Clow began maternity leaves late
last year. Cathy and her husband
Tony DiSanto welcomed a son,
Daniel Anthony, as did Meribeth
and her husband Wes Rochester,
named Leyland Joseph. When
their maternity leaves ended both
Cathy and Meribeth decided to
leave our staff and devote more
time to the two charming new
arrivals. Our best wishes and our
thanks for their many contribu-
tions to our Society go with them
in the future.

Northern Ontario Activities

This year has been incred-
ibly busy with Northern Ontario
projects and programmes. These
have included workshops in
Kirkland Lake and Fort Frances,
new historical societies forming
in Wawa and Blind River, a new
museum under discussion in
Wawa, new ones opened in
Dubreville, and Marathon and an
expansion of the mini-museum in
White River under consideration.
History and heritage are alive and
well in the north!

A Toast to Our Volunteers

Our thanks also to our dedi-
cated corps of volunteers who
have assisted us over the summer
months with our special events
and fund raising so that we may
continue to provide service to this
enormous province. Our Canada
Day Street Sale, Backyard Bar-
becue, Tea on the Verandah and
History and Heritage Book Sale,
participation at the Simcoe Day
Celebrations at Todmorden
Mills, presenting two pro-
grammes for children at Black-
smith Public School and
Yorkwoods Community Centre,
the How Does Your Garden
Grow? plant sale, and participa-
tion in the Archives Association
of Ontario Conference, York Re-
gion Heritage Fair, and the Her-
itage Weekend at Roy’s Square
were all made possible with vol-
unteer support. Thank you to:

Sandra Archer, Glenn Bonnetta,
Jean Burnet, John Carter, Barbara
Efrat, Edith and Geoff Geduld,
Jeanne Hughes, Neil Hughes,
Rhinnan Hughes, Susan Hughes,
Bev Hykel, Barbara Kane, Hazel
Kitto, Margaret Machell, Grace
Matthews, Bob McGregor,
Dennis Pollock, Penny Potter,
Susan Tracey, Adam and Glenn
Truax, Sarah Walker, Wendy
Woodsworth, and several mem-
bers of the North York Horticul-
tural Society.

Experience *98

Rinath Maman, a student at
Ryerson Polytechnical Univer-
sity, joined the OHS for the sum-
mer to update our Directory of
Heritage Organizations and In-
stitutions in Ontario, a much
needed project. Our thanks to the
Ministry of Citizenship, Culture
and Recreation for support fund-
ing for this popular resource. The
Directory will be available later
this year. We will keep you
posted.

Cookies, Candies and Cook-
books

This popular event returns to
our headquarters, the John
McKenzie House on Sunday
November 22, between 1:00 and
4:00 p.M. There will be new, used,
modern and historical cookbooks
for sale and an opportunity to
enjoy afternoon tea. Every half
hour there will be demonstrations
of preparations for the holiday
season: Cold Weather Chocolate
Cake at 1:30 p.m., Sugar Plums
at 2:00 p.m., Sweetmeat Contain-
ers at 2:30 p.M., Gingerbread at
3:00 p.M. and Decorative Napkin
Folding at 3:30 p.m. Afternoon
Tea and homemade treats will be
available for a toonie, and you
will be asked to make a donation
to attend the demonstrations.
There is no admission to attend
the sale.

Calling all Mugs

In June of 1999 Toronto will
be the headquarters for the joint
conference of the Association for
the Study of Food and Society
and The Agriculture, Food and
Human Values Society. “Cross-
ing Borders: Food and Agricul-
ture in the Americas” is the topic
and this is the first time these two
organizations have met in
Canada. As a member of the or-
ganizing committee I am looking
for donations of mugs for the 300
delegates expected to attend. I
know that many of you have pro-
duced mugs to publicize your
museums, historical societies and
special events. Would you be
willing to donate one? Or more?
Delegates will be given their
mugs when they register, they
will use them throughout the con-
ference and take them home as a
remembrance from Ontario and
its heritage community.






