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Welcome Isabel Bassett 
The Ontario Historical Soci- 

ety welcomes lsabel Bassett MPP 
for St. Andrew St. Patrick who 
was recently appointed Minister 
of Citizenship, Culture and Rec- 
reation. She served as the Parlia- 
mentary Assistant to the Minis- 
ter of Finance until her appoint- 
ment on October 10, 1997. 

Prior to running for office, 
Ms. Bassett was a high school 
teacher and produced and re- 
ported on numerous award-win- 
ning television documentaries 
about social and political issues. 

She has also published two 
books: The Bassett Report, on 
Canadian women, career strate- 

gies and successes; and The Par- 
lour Rebellion, about tum-of-the- 
century Canadian women and 
their struggle for equal rights. 

The OHS looks forward to 
working with the new Minister 
and her staff in resolving the 
many challenges facing the her- 
itage community in Ontario. 

Community museums, municipal 
restructuring and amalgamation 

By John Carter, Museum Advisor, Ministry of Citizenship, Culture and Recreation 
ls your community museum 

facing municipal restructuring 
and amalgamation? This article 
will help you meet the challenges 
and opportunities associated with 
this process and provide advice to 
enable your site to continue to 
meet eligibility requirements in 
Regulation 877 Grants for Muse- 
ums. 

A summary of municipal re- 
structuring proposals published in 
mid—l997 showed that the 206 
current municipalities in Ontario 
would be amalgamated into a pro- 
posed 71. Of the 191 museums in 
the Community Museum Operat- 
ing Grant (CMOG) programme, 
63 percent are owned and oper- 
ated by municipalities. 

Once you have confirmed 
that your municipality is included 
in the restructuring and amalga- 
mation process, consider develop- 
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ing a position paper to defme what 
community museums are and list 
their attributes and benefits, as 
well as requirements as contained 
in the Community Museum 
Policy for Ontario and associated 
Regulations, guidelines and 
standards. 

It is crucial to ensure that mu- 
seum issues and concerns such as 
governance, service, operation, 
facility and finances are addressed 
when developing recommenda- 
tions for Transition Teams. It is 

vital to continue to meet the re- 
quirements and regulations of the 
Community Museum Policy for 
Ontario in order to become and 
remain eligible for funding. 

An important and helpful re- 
source is Making It Work, a ref- 
erence developed jointly by the 
Association of Municipal Clerks 
and Treasurers of Ontario and the 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs. It 
includes a checklist on museums 
as a component of consolidating 
specific municipal services. 

Most municipalities have es- 

tablished working groups to deal 
with culture, heritage and the arts. 
See the article “Museums of the 
MegaCity” on page 6 of this is- 
sue of the OHS Bulletin for a de- 
scription of how Metropolitan 
Toronto handled the situation. 

Museums must adopt a 
proactive role in providing prac- 
tical recommendations to munici- 
pal Transition Teams and in iden- 
tifying flexible approaches and 
options for effective operation 
within a new municipal govem— 
ment structure. 

The process of municipal 
restructuring and amalgamation 
can be a positive one. If you have 
not yet gone through this process, 
why not contact colleagues in 
municipalities that have, to share 
information and to benefit from 
their experiences and insight? 
Museum specific advice is avail- 
able by contacting your provin- 
cial museum advisor at the Cul- 
ture Programmes Branch, Minis- 
try of Citizenship, Culture and 
Recreation at (416) 314-7137. 

Celebrate the 
“Year of the Tiger” 

Find a friend and come cel- 
ebrate the “Year of the Tiger” and 
the launch of our new book From 
Cathay to Canada: Chinese Cui- 
sine in Transition. 

Join us on Monday evening 
January 26, 1998 for a sumptu- 
ous ten course traditional Chinese 
New Year Banquet prepared by 
the graduating class of the Chi- 
nese Cuisine Students at George 
Brown College. Professor Bill 
Wong who is a Master Chef will 
supervise the preparation of the 
dinner. 

Come and learn how every- 
one will fare during the “Year of 
the Tiger” and discover why this 
could be a special year for you as 
Valerie Mah, Principal, Bruce 
Public School, Toronto discusses 
the customs of the New Year. 

The tickets are $50.00 per 
person or two for $88.00 and as 
an added bonus, everyone will 

receive their own copy of the new 
book and a tax receipt for a por- 
tion of your ticket! A social gath- 
ering will begin at 6:00 p.m. and 
the dinner at 6:30 p.m. Book now 
since tickets are limited, (416) 
226-901 1. 

We’re still 
waiting! 

As we go to press, The On- 
tario Historical Society and 
the Ontario Genealogical 
Society have not received 
the decision of the Tribunal 
that heard the appeal for the 
closing and the moving of 
the Clendennen Cemetery in 
Markham. 

The Honourable Isabel Bassett, Minister of Citizenship, Culture and Recreation. 
(Photo courtesy of the Ministry of Citizenship, Culture and Recreation). 

Join us on Saturday 
evening, February 14 at our 
historic headquarters to cel- 
ebrate St. Valentine’s Day. We 
can promise you a heart warm- 
ing buffet of delectable foods, 
a variety of beverages and an 
evening of good fellowship. 

Celebrate the Patron Saint 
of Love by reserving your 
tickets today. Tickets are 

Bring your love of food 
to the Foods 

of Love 
$30.00 each, with an income 
tax receipt issued for a portion 
of the ticket cost. 

For fiirther information 
and to order your tickets, con- 
tact The OHS at 34 Parkview 
Avenue, Willowdale, Ontario 
M2N 3Y2, (416) 226-9011 or 
fax 226-2740. 

Make it an evening to re- 
member. See you there! 

The Ontario Historical Society 
34 Parkview Avenue 
Willowdale, Ontario 
M2N 3 Y2 
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Executive Director’s report 
By Dorothy Duncan, OHS Executive Director 

Farewell and Welcome 
By the time our members 

read my report, Meribeth Clow 
and Cathy Febbraro will both be 
on maternity leave. We welcome 
Lorraine Lowry back to Canada 
and to our office from her ex- 
tended trip to Nepal, India. Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand. Lisa 
DiMarco, who came to us for a 
limited Experience ’97 pro- 
gramme. has continued to assist 
us on a part time basis and our 
dedicated volunteers have as- 
sumed many new responsibilities. 
Our best wishes go with Meribeth 
and Cathy and our grateful thanks 
to the rest of the crew in these in- 
creasingly difficult times. 

A Tribute to Ellen Langlands 
I had the pleasure of meet- 

ing Ellen Langlands many, many 
years ago when she and architect 
Phil Goldsmith were working on 
the restoration of the Spruce Lane 
Farm near Burlington for the 
Ministry of Natural Resources. I 

have followed with admiration 
Ellen’s professional develop- 
ment, her dedication to, and in- 
volvement in, the many organi- 
zations and institutions that 
benefitted from her knowledge 
and expertise including the Cos- 
tume Society of Ontario, the On- 
tario Museum Association and 
the OHS. Due to her interest in 
historic textiles Ellen spent sev- 
eral months in England studying 
conservation techniques there. 
She was appointed the Director 
of the Wellington County Mu- 
seum in 1986 after having served 
as Curator for ten years. Her 
death in November was a shock 

to all who knew and loved her and 
a great loss to the heritage com- 
munity in Ontario. 

What ls Really Happening to 
the Heritage Support Pro- 
grammes at the Ministry? 

These increasingly difficult 
times for the museums and herit- 
age organizations in Ontario have 
their basis in the late? lost? an- 
nual operating grants from the 
Ministry of Citizenship, Culture 
and Recreation. There was a time 
when the Ministry informed us 
early in the year of the amount 
that we would receive and the 
support cheque (all or part) was 
received in a timely manner. The 
arrival time has moved through 
the year — June, July, August and 
last year September with a 33% 
cut! At every opportunity, we 
have attempted to urge the Min- 
istry to move its deadlines for- 
ward and to communicate with 
us, so that we, in turn, can serve 
this enormous province and the 
multiplicity of needs from indi- 
viduals, organizations and insti- 
tutions. Over the last year, we re- 
ceived many promises, however, 
the OHS received its grant on 
November 8, and again with an- 
other decrease! Many heritage or- 
ganizations and institutions like 
ourselves have called the Minis- 
try for clarification about timing, 
amounts, cause of delay and have 
received no clear answers. As we 
go to press we understand the 
community museums are still 

waiting. Who has the answers to 
this mystery? Let’s hear from 
you! In the meantime, the 
fundraising continues apace! 

Lost Treasures 
Lost Treasures on November 

8 was a highly successful sale of 
books, antiques, collectibles and 
memorabilia that brought in over 
$2500.00 Our thanks to volun- 
teers: Frank Bartoszek, Glen 
Bonetta, Jean Burnet, John 
Carter, Edith and Geoff Geduld, 
Joyce Hack, Jeanne Hughes, Bev 
Hykel, Barb Kane, Hazel Kitto, 
Elaine Laprairie, Ronda 
Margolese, Grace Matthews, 
Daniel O’Brien, Sarah Walker 
and staff members Rob Leverty 
and Barbara Truax who worked 
as volunteers on that day. 

Come to the Book Launch 
From Cathay to Canada: 

Chinese Cuisine in Transition 
will be launched on January 26, 
1998 at George Brown College. 
This publication comes as a re- 
sult of the excellent Symposium 
by the same name co—sponsored 
by the OHS and the School of Ho- 
tel and Food Administration, Uni- 
versity of Guelph, earlier this 
year. The Symposium brought 
together a large and enthusiastic 
audience from many interest 
groups and disciplines to explore 
the important contribution that 
Chinese Canadians and their 
foodways have made to Canadian 
cuisine. Professor Jo Marie Pow- 
ers of the University of Guelph is 
the guest editor and she, along 
with many of the authors, will be 
on hand at the launch. We look 
forward to having you with us. 

The Foods of Love 
Mark Saturday evening, F eb- 

ruary l4 on your calendar and call 

Alex S. Cook of the Milton Historical Society was recently honoured with an 
Ontario Heritage Foundation Community Achievement Award. He is the resi- 
dent genealogist and has authored two volumes of biographies of distinguished 
citizens of Milton, listing the persons occupation, accomplishments and informa- 
tion about their families. Alex is flanked by MPP Ted Chudleigh (left) and Mayor 
Gordon Krantz. (Photo courtesy of the Milton Historical Society.) 

us to reserve your tickets for our 
second dinner that honours the 
Patron Saint of Love, St. Valen- 
tine. Once again we will present 
a buffet of foods that our ances- 
tors, and ourselves, have treas- 
ured as the foods of love. There 
will be a limited number of tick- 
ets available for this event at 
$30.00 each, with a tax receipt 
issued for a portion of the amount 
so if you are interested, reserve 
yours now! 

Heritage Day and Heritage 
Week 

Monday, February 16 will be 
celebrated as Heritage Day in 
many communities across On- 
tario, while in others the whole 
week will be a full schedule of 
events. In Metropolitan Toronto, 
the museums, historical societies 
and other heritage and cultural 
organizations and institutions will 
participate in Heritage Showcase 
at the Scarborough Town Centre, 
February 20, 21 and 22. Visit the 

OHS table, tell us you read about 
the Showcase in the OHS Bulle- 
tin and we have a gift for you! 

Join us on May 2 
Speaking of gifts, May 2 is 

the day that the Board of Direc- 
tors and staff of the OHS have 
designated to thank you, our 
members and supporters, for your 
gifts to the restoration of our 
headquarters. This gala day will 
begin with the Annual Business 
Meeting and then everyone can 
explore the McKenzie House, sta- 
ble, dairy and Women’s Canadian 
Historical Society Coach House, 
tour the restored grounds and gar- 
dens and the newly developed 
McKenzie Parkette that adjoins 
our property. 

Finally, you can help us un- 
veil our provincial historic plaque 
and enjoy refreshments. We will 
not be hosting a Conference in 
conjunction with the Business 
Meeting in 1998, due to this very 
special event. 
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shades 

I Distributors of window films that reduce 
ultraviolet fading 

I Manufacturers of authentic cotton roller 

ProMark-Shankman Inc. 
200 Frobisher Drive, Unit E 
Waterloo, Ontario N2V 2A2 

Tel. (519) 886-4564 / 1-800-265-3813 Fax (519) 747-2979 

and management plans. 
0 Heritage Research 

storylines to finished books. 

0 Film Consulting 

services. 

Tel: (613) 256-0565 

ENSIGN HERITAGE CONSULTING 
Ensign Heritage is a consortium of professionals who 
specialise in the Heritage field. We provide a full range 
of services to heritage institutions and agencies. 

0 Heritage Policy and Planning 
Development of heritage initiatives, legislative research, 
program evaluation and system and site planning. 

0 Museum and Heritage Site Development 
Planning and feasability studies, storyline development, 
interpretation, exhibit planning and design, operations 

Research, editing and writing services from basic 

Scene locations, technical liaison, historical advisory 

ENSIGN HERITAGE CONSULTING 
AN ENSIGN HERITAGE COMPANY 

TORONTO-NIAGARA-OTTAWA 
e—mail: ensign@istar.ca 

Fax: (613) 256-4433 

History 
Carol and David Ladell can 

honestly say that history has hap- 
pened right in their backyard. The 
couple own Lot ll8,just north of 
Holland Landing, and inadvert- 
ently discovered that the ten acre 
property, which abutts the Hol- 
land River, has very likely been 
the site of hundreds of years of 
First Nations and historic activity. 

in 1993, the Ministry of 
Transportation proposed building 
the Bradford Bypass, which will 
run east-west from Highway 400 
to an extension of Highway 404. 
The route for the Bypass will cut 
through Lot 118 and travel over 
the Holland River. 

The Ladells, along with sev- 
eral interested citizens, academ- 
ics and historical societies formed 
the group, Canadian Heritage 
Landscapes (CHL) to preserve 
historical and archaeological sites 
and landscapes of national signifi- 
cance. They consider Lot 118 to 
be such a site, and initially pro- 
tested the building of the Bypass 
for environmental reasons. The 
property is designated as a ESA 
(Environmentally Sensitive Area) 
and a Class 1 wetland, contain- 
ing rare plant and animal species, 
many found nowhere else in the 
region. 

Research, however, has re- 
vealed another very significant 

in their own backyard 
reason for preservation of the site. 
CHL has discovered that Lot 1 1 8, 
specifically the point of land 
which meets the Holland River, 
is very likely the location of the 
Lower Landing, used as an em- 
barkation point for fur traders, 
soldiers, settlers and explorers in- 
cluding Champlain, Brule and 
Franklin. It was probably used as 
a gateway by the First Nations for 
hundreds of years. Upper Cana- 
da’s first Lieutenant Governor, 
John Graves Simcoe, likely estab- 
lished the terminus for Yonge 
Street on the site, as well as Fort 
Gwillimbury. Later, stagecoaches 
travelling north on Yonge Street 
deposited their passengers there 
for further travel by steamboat 
north to Lake Simcoe and be- 
yond. 

CHL submitted a detailed re- 
port on its findings to Parks 

Canada in April, and has asked 
that Lot 118 be declared a na- 
tional historic site. The report, 
along with further research by 
Parks Canada historians, was sub- 
mitted to the Historic Sites and 
Monuments Board of Canada for 
consideration at its November 
meeting. 

On Sunday, October 19, 
CHL sponsored “Footprints in 
History” at Lot 118 to showcase 
to the heritage community the sig- 
nificance of the site, and to gar- 
ner support for its preservation 
efforts. The OHS was represented 
by Meribeth Clow and Wes 
Rochester, and Meribeth has sub- 
mitted this report for the OHS 
Bulletin. 

For further information, 
please contact Canadian Heritage 
Landscapes at 80 West Drive, 
Brampton, Ontario L6T 3T6. 
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