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You have a unique opportu-
nity to attend a double header
this May, and not worry about a
lock out at the last minute. The
Ontario Historical Society is
delivering two perfect pitches
in Chatham at the Wheels Inn,
beginning with the seminar,
Cultural Celebrations in
Ontario May 4 and 5 and our
Annual Conference, Presenting
History, May 5 and 6.

Cultural Celebrations in
Ontario takes an indepth look
at the traditions and celebra-
tions of many of the cultural
groups who call southwestern
Ontario home. Through lec-
tures, discussion groups and
tours, discover new concepts for
interpreting, observing and pre-
senting celebrations and special
events in our modern communi-
ties. You can attend the ses-
sions, two lunches and one tour
for the modest fee of $40.00 for
members and students and
$55.00 for non-members.

Highlights and speakers
include: First Nations Celebra-
tions throughout the Year with
Dr. Mary Lou Fox, West Bay
First Nation, Manitoulin Island;
Old World Beginnings with Dr.
Douglas Leighton, Huron Col-
lege in London and Jeanne
Hughes, former Curator, Black
Creek Pioneer Village; Cele-
brations of the early French,
British and Black settlers with
Marcel Beneteau, Musician and
Folklorist of Comber; Madeline
Hilborn Malott, author with the
Kingsville-Gosfield Heritage
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It’s a double header!

Society; and Alice Newby,
Curator, Raleigh Township
Centennial Museum and Gwen
Robinson, Chatham-Kent Black
Historical Society; Techniques
for Developing Cross-Cultural
Projects and Programmes with
Laurence Grant, Curator of La
Maison Frangois Baby House
in Windsor; Celebrations of the
Newcomers in 19th and 20th
Century Ontario with Dr. Jean
Burnet, author of “Coming
Canadians”: An Introduction to
the History of Canada’s
Peoples; Cultural Celebrations
of the Hindu and Sikh, Italian
and Dutch communities with
Professor Subhas Ramcharan,
Ombudsman and Race Rela-
tions Officer, University of
Windsor; Caroline Di Cocco,
Italian-Canadian Cultural Club,
Sarnia; and Bill Grin of the
Dutch community in Chatham.

On Friday, May 5, you can
choose from either of the bus
tours to Walpole Island First
Nation or to the Raleigh
Township Centennial Museum
and the John Freeman Walls
Historic Site and Underground
Railway Museum.

The OHS’ Annual Confer-
ence will begin at 1:00 p.m.
with a Clinic which brings
together knowledgeable repre-
sentatives from various fields,
including: Archaeology with
Dr. Mima Kapches, Associate
Curator, New World Archae-
ology, Royal Ontario Museum;
Archives  with Johanne
Pelletier, Archives Advisor,
Archives Association of
Ontario; Basic bookkeeping
and financial management with
James Clemens, OHS Treasur-
er; Newsletters with Meribeth
Clow, Editor, OHS Bulletin;
Non-profit corporation status
and related queries with
Dorothy Duncan, OHS Execu-
tive Director; and Preservation
with Mary Lou Evans, LACAC
Co-ordinator, Ministry of
Culture, Tourism and Recre-
ation, will provide an excellent
opportunity for all non-profit
organizations to have their
questions, problems and chal-
lenges addressed one-on-one.
Visit the Heritage Marketplace
and the OHS’ Museums Com-
mittee open session, “Informa-
tion, Issues and Input”, also
taking place that afternoon.

Following the “From Sea to
Sea” flag presentation by the
Chapter Seven Colour Guard
from Gregory Drive Public
School in Chatham and the
International Dinner, The
Heritage Players bring to life
many of the historic figures
from Chatham’s past in

Through the generosity of our many donors, jobsOntario and the success of our fundraising initiatives, The
Ontario Historical Society was able to successfully complete the restoration of the milk house on the
John McKenzie property last Autumn. The finishing touch involved the application of new cedar shingles.
Stay tuned for notice of the official unveiling in a future issue of the OHS Bulletin.
(Photo courtesy of Rob Leverty.)

the highly-acclaimed Spirit
Theatre, taking place at the
Wheels Inn.

The Annual Business Meet-
ing and buffet breakfast on
Saturday are followed by the
plenary session of the Confer-
ence featuring Dr. Kenneth
McLaughlin of the University
of Waterloo and Dr. Bryan
Walls of the John Freeman
Walls Historic Site and Under-
ground Railroad Museum dis-
cussing “Presenting Every-
body’s History”, chaired by
Judy McGonigal, Curator of the
Sault Ste. Marie Museum.

Concurrent workshops in the
morning include Jim and Lisa
Gilbert of the Kent Historical
Society illustrating how to
effectively present living his-
tory special events, with
Rowena Cooper, Region of
Peel Archives in Brampton
chairing. Mark Walsh and Mary
Baruth-Walsh, co-authors of
1945 Ford Plant Strike and
Edith Woodbridge, co-author of
Harrow and Colchester South
1792—-1992 examine the essen-
tial steps in publishing history,
with Terry Crowley, Assistant
Editor of Ontario History as
chair. Kathryn Schwenger,
Chatham-Kent Museum; Anne
Chafe, Seagram Museum,
Waterloo and Karen Barber,
Thelma Miles Museum, Mathe-
son reveal the secrets of suc-
cessfully promoting your his-
tory. Carl Benn, Curator,
Military History, Historic Fort
York chairs the session.

Three concurrent sessions

begin the afternoon. Dr. Mary
Lou Fox teams up with Dr.
Robert Surtees of Nipissing
University in North Bay for an
examination of the importance
of using oral testimony in pre-
senting history, with Barbara
Carter of Uncle Tom’s Cabin
Historic Site as chair. The
effective use of archaeology is
explored by Chris Andreae of
Historica Research Limited,
London and Dr. Mima Kapches
of the ROM. Arthur Pegg,
Curator of the Woodstock
Museum, chairs the session.
Laura Suchan, Director of the
Oshawa Sydenham Museum
and Bruce Richard of the
Heritage School House Museum
in Markham highlight the many
exciting ways history can be
presented to young people,
with John Carter, Museum
Advisor with the Ministry of

Culture, Tourism and Recre-
ation as chair.

The President’s Luncheon,
hosted by Janet Cobban, OHS
President, recognizes excel-
lence in Ontario’s heritage with
the presentation of the Society’s
Honours and Awards.

Registration fees for the
Conference begin at $35.00 for
the basic rate which includes the
clinic, marketplace, plenary ses-
sion and Saturday workshops.
For just $100.00 (member’s rate),
you can attend all the Conference
sessions, events and meals.

Don’t miss this unique
opportunity to combine two
programmes in one, and catch
the best double header of the
season. For further information
and to register, please contact
the OHS at 34 Parkview
Avenue, Willowdale, Ontario
M2N 3Y2, (416) 226-9011 or
fax (416) 226-2740.
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Executive Director’s report

BY DOROTHY DUNCAN,
OHS Executive Director

Update on
Our New Home

As 1995 begins one of our
priorities is to complete the
final phase of work planned for
the John McKenzie House, car-
riage house, outbuildings and
grounds. Our members will
remember that when we entered
into our partnership with the
City of North York, we planned
to complete the necessary
repairs and restoration of the
house, carriage house, two out-
buildings and grounds in
phases, and we are now poised
to begin the final phase.

With the support of you, the
membership, jobsOntario, our
hard working volunteers and
the success of our fundraising
initiatives, much has been
accomplished. The John
McKenzie House has been
upgraded to meet the building
and safety standards for the
City of North York for office
and programme use; a new
verandah with a wheelchair
accessible ramp has been con-
structed; a new floor has been
laid in the kitchen; access and a
washroom for the physically
challenged has been con-
structed and the washroom has
been decorated; the dairy built
in 1907 has been repaired and
restored including a “new” roof
of cedar shingles, just like the
originals, so that the building
can be used for programmes;
and research for the gardens
and grounds is well underway.

What remains to be done in
this final phase? The major
component will be to transform
the carriage house, built origi-
nally to house the McKenzie
family’s carriages and later
converted to a garage, to a self-
sufficient programme area, not
only for the OHS, but for com-
munity organizations and other

local non-profit groups. Other
components of this phase will
include repairing the exterior of
the small stable built in 1915 to
house the McKenzie’s animals
when their large barn was no
longer in use, painting the exte-
rior trim on all the buildings
and finishing work on the gar-
dens and grounds.

To complete this work in a
timely manner, fundraising will
continue in 1995 so if members
and friends have innovative
ideas, our New Home Task
Force, chaired by James
Clemens, would welcome your
suggestions.

Good News from MCTR

The Ontario Historical
Society has been informed
by the Honourable Anne
Swarbrick, Minister of Culture,
Tourism and Recreation, that
our application for funds to
continue preparing and dis-
tributing technical papers for
our resource book Hometown
History has been approved. We
are grateful to the Province of
Ontario for support for this
resource to assist all non-profit
historical and cultural organiza-
tions and institutions in
Ontario, and also for the
Province’s support of our series
of Cultural Celebrations in
Ontario seminars that begins in
Sault Ste. Marie on March 3
and 4 and in North Bay on
April 1 and 2.

Interested in
Our Food Traditions?
How have we been eating
and drinking over the centuries
in this land that today we call
Ontario? A new organization,
the Culinary Historians of
Ontario, addresses that topic
and if you would like to join or
to have further information
contact Christine Lupton, 60
Church St. East, Apt. E,
Kitchener, Ontario, N2G 2S2.

On a national scale, Cuisine
Canada is a new organization
that spans this great country of
ours. This group was formed
following the Northern Bounty
conference held in Stratford in
1993, and is now planning the
next national conference to be
held in Victoria, British Col-
umbia, in October of this year.
For further information, contact
Anita Stewart, 164 Mary Street,
Elora, Ontario, NOB ISO.

Many OHS members will
remember our very successful
conference, Consuming Pas-
sions: Eating and Drinking
Traditions in Ontario, held in
Ottawa several years ago. Our
Board of Directors has accepted
the invitation of the Council of
Heritage Organizations of
Ottawa (CHOO) to return to
Ottawa in 1996 to explore some
aspect of this fascinating topic
in greater detail. Stay tuned.

To Chatham in 1995

OHS members have a
unique opportunity in May to
combine a Cultural Cele-
brations in Ontario seminar
with the Annual Conference,
Presenting History. The semi-
nar will give us information on
the cultural groups that make
up our communities and will
showcase appropriate pro-
grammes based on that infor-
mation. The conference is a
practical, how-to group of ses-
sions that will assist us all —
historical societies, heritage
groups, museums, LACACs,
archives and interested individ-
uals - to do a better job of
reaching out to new audiences
and of presenting the rich his-
tory of our communities. Read
the detailed programme in this
issue, study the mailing you
have received from the OHS
and register NOW. See you in
Chatham!

Bruce Richard, Curator of the Heritage School House Museum in Markham,
explains the fundamentals of the Common Curriculum at an OHS Museums
Committee workshop at Heritage House Museum in Smiths Falls. See the
Upcoming Workshops list on page 4 for dates and locations of future Education
and the Common Curriculum workshops. (Photo courtesy of John Carter.)
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BY JAMES CLEMENS,
Chair, New Home Task Force

The Ontario Historical
Society gratefully acknowl-
edges the generous support of
the following donors to our
New Home Fund:

Carol Agnew

Mary Allen

Paul Arculus

Margaret Banks

Dora and Fred Blayney
Netta Brandon

Lloyd Burwell

Louis Cahill

George Calder
Christine Caroppo
Dennis Carter-Edwards
James Clemens
Frederick A. Clift
Rowena and Russell Cooper
Margaret Davidson
Paul Delaney

John Doherty

Lorraine Downing
Beula and Donald Duncan
Ollie Edgecomb

Joyce Elkin

Barbara Efrat

Margaret Fraser

Ruth Freeman

Joseph Harper

William Hollowell
Kathleen Horiszny
Joseph Horawski
Janice Huffman

Jeanne Hughes
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Susan Hughes

Maureen Hunt

Dr. H. Hutchison
Dorothy Johnstone
Barbara Kane

Marion Kane

Robert Leverty

Joyce Lewis

Mildred Livingston

Jean and David McFall
Judith McGonigal
Donald MacDonald
Janet Morgan

Susan Morley

Daniel O’Brien

Joyce Pettigrew

Jo Marie Powers

Alison Prentice

Eleanor Ronaldson
Rosemary Sheppard
Marsha Hay Snyder
Carl and Jennifer Spies
Marjorie Stuart
Veronica Vaillancourt
Sharolyn Vettese
Anderson Farm Museum
Archives in My Attic
Clarke Museum and Archives
Eire Stone Masonry Ltd.
North York Historical Society
Chuck Sutyla Consulting

Dorothy Duncan Fund
Leota and Edwin Bennett

Welcome new
members

The Ontario Historical Society
welcomes new members:

Bramalea: Susan Morley

Campbellville: Heritage Milton

Gananoque: Lynette
McLellan, Gananoque
Museum

Huntsville: Gail Moser

Kitchener: Barbara Dundas,
Peggy Seifert

Nepean: Karen Vanden Brink

Ottawa: Louise O’Neill

St. Catharines: Caroline Nolan

Scarborough: Pheby Jibunoh,
Everette Moore, Pine Tree
Senior Centre

Seagrave: Paul Arculus

Toronto: Malcolm Byme,
Barbara Dalgleish, Pat
McSweeney, Marion
Mann, Tony Teddy,
Metropolitan Toronto
Police Museum and
Discovery Centre

Warkworth: Audrey Caryi

Waterloo: Melissa Humphries

Wellandport: Ellenor Black

Wellington: Wellington
Historical Museum

Out of province:
Washington, D. C.:
J. Alexander







