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Rail museum set to
g0 on Toronto’s
John Street

BY JANE BEECROFT,
Society of Heritage Associates

An agreement reached
between Metro Toronto’s heritage
community and the Province of
Ontario and its agency, the Metro
Convention Centre, will allow for
the development of an operating
rail museum on the site of the
planned convention facility on
John Street in downtown Toronto.
Much work remains to be done,
but the fact of an operating rail
museum has been established on a
site which has many constraints.

The agreement calls for the
preservation of all five remaining
structures now present on the site,
out of the 20 that were once there,
and provides for the installation of
necessary trackage, thus making
the future museum an authentic
working operation, instead of a stat-
ic remembrance of a vanished era.

Much legal work with the City
of Toronto and the convention cen-
tre remains to be finalized. The
agreement drawn up is binding,
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however, whether the convention
centre goes ahead or not. If it does
not proceed, the development of the
rail museum can be much larger.

The  Confederation  of
Residents” and Ratepayers’
Associations, the CHP Heritage
Centre and heritage enthusiast,
John Males, submitted appeals to
the Ontario Municipal Board when
the prospect of the museum did not
look hopeful. All of these appeals
have now been withdrawn, but two
others from John Sutt and Dale
Ritch still remain on file, despite
assurances that they would be
withdrawn. Work cannot proceed
until all appeals are withdrawn,
therefore, money which has been
allocated to carry out the next stage
of planning is being depleted.
Consent from the Toronto
Historical Board for the relocation
of the coaling and sanding tower,
and for the opening up of Bay 8 to
allow for the movement of equip-
ment, is also pending.

The agreement is based upon a
drawing developed during the
negotiations by John Sutherland of
CP Rail’s Engineering Office and
Klaus Dunker of the School of
Architecture at the University of
Toronto, with information from
historians and rail experts. The
drawing shows the fullest potential
for rail operations on the site, with-
in the constraints imposed by the
underground convention centre.

A spur line connecting the site
to a main track is shown in the
only possible position. It allows
equipment to reach the turntable
and roundhouse bays. Bays 1 to
11 will be deconstructed and
reconstructed, with Bay 8 opened
to allow for the passage of equip-
ment to sidings on the south side
of the site. The water tower and
machine shop will remain in their
present locations, and the Stores
building will be demolished and
rebuilt on its original site with its
originial bricks, windows and
doors. Cabin D, not part of the
original site, but an important his-
toric structure essential to steam-
era rail operations, will be located
on the site.

Provision has been made for
the addition of a small railway sta-
tion near the foot of the CN
Tower. The routes of essential
trackage have been established,
with some options for tracks on
which stationary equipment can
be displayed, such as sleepers,
gondolas, dining cars, post office
cars and others. Provision for the
reconstruction of some essential,
but vanished, buildings such as an
Air Hoist Shed and a Bunkhouse
has also been done.

Stage Two in the planning
process begins with the meeting

i i

On Monday, June 20, the cultural community protested the proposed move of the Ministry of Culture to Niagara Falls.

The crowd of demonstrators picketted Queen’s Park in Toronto and with the noisy rally, voiced their concerns regard-
ing the move. Minister Anne Swarbrick has reversed the decision, and the Culture division of her ministry will stay in
Toronto. (Photo courtesy of Dorothy Duncan.)

MCTR reconsiders
Niagara Falls move

The Minister of Culture,
Tourism and Recreation, the
Honourable Anne Swarbrick,
has reconsidered those depart-
ments of her ministry that will
move to Niagara Falls, and has
decided to keep all of the
Culture Division in Toronto.
This announcement came as a

great relief to the cultural
community in Ontario as it has
lobbied the Minister to recon-
sider the decision since it was
made several months ago. A
recent functional review of the
ministry also confirmed that it
will be far more effective to

“ have tourism and marketing

positions move to Niagara
Falls where the enormous
Niagara Gateway project is to
be developed.

Thank you Minister
Swarbrick and Premier Rae for
this very sensible decision,
and for the timely announce-
ment of it!

Calling all collectors to
September Soirée

On Friday evening, September
16, The Ontario Historical
Society will host September
Soirée and Silent Auction, a
sale of antiques and collectibles
at our new home, 34 Parkview
Avenue in Willowdale. It will be
a relaxed evening of good food
and fellowship, browsing and
hopefully, placing some bids! A
tempting array of hors d’oeuvres
and finger foods will sustain you,
hot and cold beverages will
refresh you, and an excellent
offering of antique furniture and

furnishings, donated by our
members, will intrigue you.
Dessert and coffee on our spa-
cious verandah will complete the
evening, and then you can carry
your treasures home.

Tickets are $25.00 per person
(a portion will be tax deductible)
which includes a catalogue avail-
able when you order your tickets.
Catalogues are also available at
$3.00 each if you want to review
the possibilities, refundable if
you later buy a ticket.

The auction items will be
available for viewing on the
afternoon of the sale, beginning
at 5:00. September Soirée and
Silent Auction will begin at 6:30
and end promptly at 8:30. Guests
will then enjoy dessert and coffee
while the successful bidders are
posted. All proceeds from the
event go towards the restoration
of the 1907 dairy and 1915 stable
on our property.

Tickets are limited, so if you
are interested, order yours today!

of a Task Force to be chaired by
the Honourable David Crombie.
The Force will develop concepts
for an operating museum and for
Roundhouse Park on the sur-
rounding lands. The park will be
the subject of a national design
competition, and will be carried
out by Toronto’s Parks
Department.

The Task Force is expected to
recommend the creation of a spe-
cial legal body or board to carry
out all remaining planning and

(See Rail Museum p.2)
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Executive Director’s report

BY DOROTHY DUNCAN,
OHS Executive Director

MAC Meeting

The Honourable Anne
Swarbrick, Minister of Culture,
Tourism and Recreation called
the Minister’s  Advisory
Committee on New Heritage
Legislation back to the discus-
sion table this spring. As you
know, Russell Cooper and I have
represented The  Ontario
Historical Society on this
Committee since it was formed
by Rosario Marchese (then
Culture Minister) in May of
1992. Under discussion now are
objections, suggestions and com-
ments received by the Ministry
to the draft discussion paper. The
next step is the drafting of the
Bill and the regulations and
guidelines that will accompany
1t.

Culture Coalition

The coalition of heritage and
arts organizations and institu-
tions that formed very quickly
this spring to oppose the move of
some functions of the Culture
Ministry to Niagara Falls while
leaving other functions in
Toronto, breathed a collective
sigh of relief on July 4. That was
the day that we learned that all of
the Culture Division will stay in
Toronto, while Marketing and
Tourism will move to Niagara
Falls where the Niagara Gateway
project is to be developed. For
further information on Gateway,
call Shannon Squire at (416)

324-6527 or Rhonda Fitzpatrick
at (416) 314-2300.

Yonge Street 200 Years
Young

Yes, it’s going to be a happy
birthday party for Yonge Street
in 1996, and the Committees are
forming from Toronto to
Penetanguishene to plan the cele-
brations. It has been called the
“longest street in the world”, and
if communities beyond the origi-
nal surveys want to get involved,
now is the time to consider it.
When we contemplate the
changes from that day when
John Graves Simcoe gave
instructions for the work to
begin, to today, it is very diffi-
cult to visualize what another
200 years will bring and what
form and shape the celebrations
in 2196 will take!

Update on Fund Raising

As fundraising for the restora-
tion of the John McKenzie
House (Phase I) draws to a suc-
cessful conclusion, we are turn-
ing our thoughts and plans now
to Phase II which includes the
restoration of the dairy built in
1907 and the stable, built in
1915. The dairy actually pre-
dates the house and appears in
photographs of the farm when
the McKenzies were still living
in their farm house on Yonge
Street. As both buildings are des-
ignated under the Ontario
Heritage Act, we plan to restore
them to use for workshops, pro-
grammes and other events. Our

first fundraising event was
Histories and Mysteries in
August which was a howling
success, and coming up are the
September Soirée and Silent
Auction on Friday evening,
September 16 and Cook Book
Caper on Sunday, December 4.
There will be more; stay tuned!

Ojibwe Cultural
Foundation

Speaking of fundraising, the
Ojibwe Cultural Foundation on
Manitoulin Island has launched a
drive to raise two million dollars
for a new Centre at West Bay.
Two events are planned: October
1 at the Native Canadian Centre
on Spadina Avenue in Toronto
and October 15 at the Delta
Chelsea Inn in Toronto.
Donations to support the won-
derful work that is carried out at

ird [N

The last Community Meeting in the OHS’ recent series was held at the

Ojibwe Cultural Centre in West Bay on Manitoulin Island on Friday, June 17.
Among those in attendance were (left to right): Edith Keeley, Irish Heritage
Club, Sudbury; Mary Lou Fox, Ojibwe Cultural Foundation, West Bay; Lois
Linley, Kagawong Historical Society; and artist Blake Debassige of Kasheese
Studios, West Bay. (Photo courtesy of Robert Leverty.)

the Centre should be sent to Box
278, West Bay, Manitoulin
Island, Ontario POP 1GO. For

further information, contact the
OHS or the Foundation at (705)
377-4902.

Visit the OHS at these events this September

The Ontario Historical Society
will participating in two Fall
Festivals this September, and we
would be pleased if you could stop
by and visit with us.

On Saturday, September 17, the
Society will be at Black Creek
Pioneer Village’s 38th Annual
Pioneer Festival. We will be demon-
strating how to stencil, and you can
try your hand at this early decorating
skill. Our book sale continues, so

stop by and take advantage of the
bargains. The Village is at the corner
of Jane Street and Steeles Avenue in
Metropolitan Toronto.

We will also be participating in
the village of Thornhill’s 200th
anniversary celebration on the same
day. Comcare has invited us to join
them at their Community Open
House where we will be sharing
some early home remedies. Come
by and take part in the demonstra-

tions, and explore our ancestors’
approach to health care. We will
also have our publications for sale,
along with some issues of Ontario
History that have focused on early
health practices in the province.
Comcare is located at 66 Centre
Street in Thornhill.

For further information, please
contact the OHS at (416) 226-9011.
Hope to see you at both of these
events.

Ontario History appoints assistant editor

The Ontario Historical
Society is pleased to announce
that Dr. Terry Crowley has
accepted the position of assis-
tant editor of Ontario History
for 1994 and 1995.

Dr. Crowley has been a
Professor of History at the
University of Guelph since
1971, and is a member of the
Editorial Advisory Committee
of the journal. He has published

widely in Canadian and Ontario
history, including chapters in
several books and numerous
articles, two of which have
been in Ontario History. He
has written on topics of interest
to Ontario historians in the
Dictionary of Canadian Bio-
graphy and has published
Agnes Macphail and the
Politics of Equality, (Toronto,
1990).

Toronto Historical Board remembers the

On Thursday, July 28. the
Toronto Historical Board unveiled
a plaque commemorating the
Colonial Tavern, the centre of jazz
in Toronto for 40 years.

The Tavern, before it was
demolished in 1987, was located at
201 Yonge Street, a site which is
now a park beside the present
Board headquarters. The Colonial
Tavern was opened first as a cock-
tail lounge shortly after such estab-
lishments were permitted. It soon
gained a reputation as the best

Colonial Tavern

place in Canada to hear jazz. Such
greats as Ella Fitzgerald, Oscar
Peterson, Sarah Vaughan and
Miles Davis were among those to
appear at the Colonial. The bands
of Duke Ellington and Dizzy
Gillespie also managed to squeeze
into the dim and smoky space.
When the popularity of jazz
declined in the 1970s, blues were
added to the programme and later
rock music, but neither was able to
bring back the crowds, and the
Colonial finally closed.

Archie Alleyne, a veteran
Toronto jazz musician and resident
drummer at the Tavern from 1955
to 1970, spoke briefly about the
Colonial and its importance to the
Canadian scene. A jazz perfor-
mance in the park followed the

unveiling, featuring Archie
Alleyne and Friends.
For further information,

please contact the Toronto
Historical Board, 205 Yonge
Street, Toronto, Ontario M5B
IN2, (416) 392-6827.
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Rail Museum

continued from page 1

operations of the museum. That
body must lease the existing and
restored buildings from the City
of Toronto, owner of the proper-
ty. The body will also plan pro-
grammes, such as restoration
work involving the public, exhibi-
tions and running a film theatre
on site. The operation of an
excursion line running restored
historic trains will also be a high-
light.

After years of disappointments
and broken promises, rail enthusi-
asts are jubilant with the signing
of the agreement to preserve the
John Street Roundhouse as the
last operating rail museum in the
country. Offers of help, artifacts
and archival material is arriving
from across Canada. We are mov-
ing full steam ahead!

For further information on the
development of the museum, please
contact Jane Beecroft at the Society
of Heritage Associates, CHP
Heritage Centre, Box 498, Suite
100, 2 Bloor Street West, Toronto,
Ontario M4W 3E2, (416) 515-7546.






