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BY JUDY MCGONIGAL 
AND DONALD AKENSON, 
C0-Chairs, OHS Honours 
and Awards Committee 

"Congratulations to the win- 
ners of The Ontario Historical 
Society’s 1992 Honours and 
Awards. 

B. Napier Simpson Junior 
Award of Merit: Petrolia 
Heritage Committee, nominat- 
ed by Rowena Cooper. 

Carnochan Award: Sue 
and Harvey Anderson, Rama 
Township, nominated by Tim 
Crawford; John and Diane 
Giangrande, Richmond Hill, 
nominated by the Richmond 
Hill LACAC. 

Fred Landon Award: 
Bruce Elliott. Ottawa, for The 
City Beyond: A History of 
Nepean. Birthplace of 
Canada's Capital, I792-I990, 
nominated by the City of 
Nepean. 

Joseph Brant Award: 
Peter Schmalz. Walkerton. for 
The Ojibwa of Southern 
Ontario, nominated by 
University of Toronto Press. 
Honourable Mention goes to 
Allen P. Stouffer, Antigonish, 
Nova Scotia, for The Light of 
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OHS recognizes 
excellence in heritage community 

Nature and the Law of Goa’: 
AtztisIaveI'y in Ontario. 1833- 
1877. 
Museum Award of 

Excellence: Woodland 
Cultural Centre Museum. 
Brantford. nominated by Beth 
Hanna. 

President’s Award: James 
Reid. Limited. Kingston. nomi- 
nated by Janet Oullahan. 

Riddell Award: Barry 
Wright. Ottawa. for “Sedition 
in Upper Canada: Contested 
Legality”, published in 
Labour/Le Travail, 29 (Spring 
1992), nominated by G.S. 
Kealy and Carl Benn. 

Scadding Award of 
Excellence: Kingston Histori- 
cal Society, nominated by 
Francis Milledge; Waterloo 
Historical Society, nominated 
by the Waterloo Historical 
Society Board of Directors. 

Special Award of Merit: 
The late 

. Dan Pine 
(Shingwauk). Announced 
posthumously in recognition of 
his achievements. Pine‘s life 

embodied all the traditional 
qualities of elderhood: his wis- 
dom and teachings remain to 
guide others. 

The awards were presented 
at The Ontario Historical 
Society’s Annual Conference 
in Peterborough on May 15 by 
Judy McGonigal, Co- chair, 
Honours and Awards Commit- 
tee, and Kenneth McLaughlin, 
OHS President. Many thanks 
to all those who took the time 
to send a nomination. 
Numerous worthy candidates 
were brought forward. making 
the selection process a chal- 
lenge. Congratulations to all 
this year's winners! 

~ ~ 

The first industrial heritage workshop presented by the OHS took place on April 24 in Sault Ste. Marie. Here speakers 
Chris Andreae (left), OHS Board Member with Historica Research Limited, London; Chris Tossell (centre), Sault Ste. 
Marie architect; and Spencer Higgins (right), Toronto architect, discuss a pattern of industry used in the Sault area. 
(Photo courtesy of Dorothy Duncan.) 

Explore the Simcoe legacy 
All roads lead to Navy Hall 

in Niagara-on-the-Lake on 
Saturday. July l() when the 
workshop The Simcoe 
Legacy: His Legislative 
Agenda will explore the life 
and times of John Graves 
Simcoe, our first Lieutenant 
Governor in Upper Canada. 
Some of the significant legisla- 
tion passed during his brief 
tenure will be discussed with 
special emphasis on the Act 
passed on July 9, 1793, “to pre- 
vent the further Introduction of 
Slaves and to limit the term of 
contracts for servitude within 
this Province." 

Topics to be covered in this 
one-day workshop will in- 
clude: Newark in l793. John 
Graves Simcoe and His 
Relations with the Legislative 

Symposium investigates 
diversity of 

Canadian celebrations 
Plan now to attend 

Canadian Holidays and Holy 
Days, a two—day symposium to 
be held at Black Creek Pioneer 
Village in August, exploring the 
celebrations that have been 
observed over the years in the 
land that is now known as 
Canada. 

The event has been designed 
to reflect changes through the 
Centuries and to give us a 
greater understanding of the ori- 
gins of many of our special 
observances as we approach the 
21st century. Sessions will 
cover the feasts of the First 
Nations and the special celebra- 
tions of the newcomers from 
France, Great Britain, Europe 

and the United States in the late 
18th and early l9th centuries. 
The traditions brought in this 
century by new arrivals from all 
over the world. who have cho- 
sen Canada as their homeland. 
will also be examined. 

The changing of the 
Gregorian to the Julian calen- 
dar. and the recognition and 
worship of the land and its har- 
vest during the Fall and Winter 
seasons will be investigated. 
The festival of Christmas. the 
Winter Solstice. Twelfth Day 
and Twelfth Night. Chanukah. 
and the diverse ways of wel- 
coming the new year. ranging 
from Scottish Hogmanay to the 
(See Canadian celebrations p.2) 

Assembly and Legislative 
Council. Upper Canada and 
Antislavery: the Act of l793. 
The Immediate Effects of the 
New Legislation on Blacks in 
British North America and a 
Case Study showing the 
Lasting Effects of the 
Legislation. 

Speakers during the day will 
include Professor Stanley 
Mealing. Carleton University 
in Ottawa; Professor Allen P. 
Stouffer. St. Francis Xavier 
University. Antigonish, Nova 
Scotia and author of The Light 
of Nature and the Law of God.‘ 
Antislavery in Ontario /833- 
/877: Angelique Davis, Ontario 
Black History Society: 
William Severin, Curator of 
the Niagara Historical Muse- 
um: Dr. Bryan Walls. Curator 
of The John Freeman Walls 
Historic Site and Underground 
Railway Museum in Essex 
County and author of The 
Road that Led to Somewhere: 
Ronald Dale. Superintendent 
of Niagara National Historic 
Sites and Nona Macdonald, 
President of the John Graves 

Simcoe Association that amal- 
gamated with The Ontario 
Historical Society last year. 

Other highlights of the day 
will include a fife and drum 
presentation during lunch by 
the Fort George Guard and an 
informal session in the after- 
noon when participants will be 
refreshed by samples of foods 
and beverages made from his- 
toric l8th century recipes that 
the Simcoe family or their 
neighbours in the tiny capital 
of Newark might have 
enjoyed. 

The cost for registration is 

$25.00 for members of The 
Ontario Historical Society. The 
Ontario Black History Society, 
the Friends of Fort George or 
the Niagara Historical Society 
or $40.00 for non—members. 
The fee includes all sessions. 
lunch. refreshments and a kit 
of resource materials. 

Registration for this work- 
shop is limited, so do not 
delay! Register today! 

For further information con- 
tact Lorraine Lowry at the 
OHS office, (416) 226-901]. 
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Executive Director’s report 
By DOROTHY DUNCAN, 
OHS Executive Director 
It’s not too soon 

To mark your calendar for 
the 1994 Conference to be held 
at the Holiday Inn in Hamilton. 
May 13 and 14. The Head of the 
Lake Historical Society will be 
celebrating 50 years of service 
to the community and the theme 
of the Conference will be 
“Celebrations”. 

Come and say hello 
On the weekend of August 

21 and 22 when we will be at 
the John R. Park Homestead in 
Harrow presenting a series of 
workshops called “Blueberry 
Bounty" as part of the 
Homestead‘s Craft Fair and 
Blueberry Social. 

Plans are shaping up 
For two great events spon- 

sored by the OHS: The Simcoe 
Legacy: His Legislative Agenda 
at Navy Hall. Niagara-on-the- 
Lake on Saturday. July 10, and 
the Symposium exploring 
Canadian Holidays and Holy 
Days at Black Creek Pioneer 
Village on August 9 and 10. 

Details of both events appear 
elsewhere in this issue. 

Congratulations 
To OHS Board member, 

Donald Akenson, who has won 
the international Louisville 
Grawemeyer Award for his 
book God's Peoples: Covenant 
and Land in South Africa. Israel 
and Ulster. Don is a Professor 
of History at Queens University 
in Kingston, and has served on 
the OHS’ Board of Directors 
since 1990. His prestigious new 
award brings with it a cash prize 
of $150,000 as well. 

It was great fun 
To be invited by the Guelph 

Historical Society to join the 
celebrations honouring Ruth and 
Eber Pollard. There were 
speeches, presentations, plaques, 
flowers, certificates, gifts, food, 
and a standing room only crowd 
sang happy 50th anniversary. 
The evening also marked 20 
years of service to the Society 
with Ruth as President and Eber 
as a member of the Executive. 

And also 
To attend the Clarke Muse- 

um and Archives Annual Board 
of Directors Reception in April 
to represent both The Ontario 
Historical Society and the 
Ontario Heritage Foundation. 

Speaking of anniver- 
saries 

Century Home magazine, 
published in Port Hope, is cele- 
brating ten years of publication 
with a series of special issues 
and a wealth of special events in 
the community. Congratula- 
tionsl 

Farewell 
To Gail Sussman, a well- 

known member of the 
Architectural Conservation unit 
of the Ministry of Culture, 
Tourism and Recreation. who 
has accepted a position in 
Jerusalem to work at the Israel 
Antiquities Authority. 

An update 
On our New Home Fund 

raising initiatives. “Be a Partner 
in Parkview" has brought the 
total to over $70,000 by the end 
of April. 

Frank Whilsmith, President of the North York Historical Society, presents
~ 

Dorothy Duncan, OHS Executive Director, with a cheque for $1000 at a NYHS 
meeting in April. The cheque is a donation towards the OHS‘ new home at 34 
Parkview Avenue in Willowdale. (Photo courtesy of Barbara Kane.) 

Elizabeth Simcoe’s 
drawings to be displayed 

The Art Gallery of Ontario. 
in association with the Toronto 
Historical Board, will display 
Elizabeth Simcoe’s album 
depicting her views of Upper 
Canada painted on birch bark. 
The installation opens at the 
AGO July 30, exactly 200 years 
to the day when Mrs. Simcoe 
first arrived in Toronto. and 
runs until September 26. 

The album. described on its 

title page as "Views of North 
Canada", was assembled fol- 
lowing a four—year stay in the 
province with her husband, John 
Graves Simcoe. the first 
Lieutenant Governor. The 
album was a gift from Governor 
Simcoe to the reigning monarch. 
George III. It was transferred to 
the British Museum, along with 
the rest of the kings collection 
of topographical views and 

maps in 1828, and is now 
housed in the British Library. 
The installation. entitled Mrs. 
Simcoe’s Upper Canada Album, 
comprises 32 small oval draw- 
ings mounted in the album as 
well as a map of Upper Canada, 
all executed with pen and brush 
in ink on birch bark. 

While some of the drawings 
are of natural scenes, the bulk 
are of European settlements at 
Kingston and Niagara, as well 
as the village of the Six Nations 
Loyalists on the Grand River. 
Six views in the region of York, 
or Toronto, are depicted also. 

Although the album was 
meant primarily to demonstrate 
to the King the extent and gen- 
eral nature of this new colonial 
outpost, it was also a vehicle for 
displaying Elizabeth Simcoe’s 
taste and skill. Trained in the 

use of watercolour washes. she 
painted almost every day. and 
has captured not only the 
appearance of her subjects. but a 
strong sense of the moods of 
various places and of the way 
they affected her. She usually 
worked on paper, but for this 
royal presentation album, 
sought to achieve an added 
Canadian dimension by experi- 
menting with painting on birch 
bark. 

Mrs. S1'm('()e's Upper 
Canada Album is being lent to 
the Art Gallery of Ontario by 
the British Library. The Ontario 
Historical Society is pleased to 
be a sponsor of this exhibit, 
along with Nona Macdonald 
Heaslip, former president of the 
John Graves Simcoe Associa- 
tion. which amalgamated with 
the Society last year. 

Grants available for folk 
arts organizations 

Folk Arts Organizations 
Project Grants is a granting pro- 
gramme of the Community Arts 
Development Office of the 
Ontario Arts Council. 

Project grants are available to 
Ontario—based, non-profit orga- 
nizations which are supporting, 
presenting and/or producing the 
work of professional folk artists. 
A professional artist is one 
whose work, through commit- 
ment and development of exper- 
tise, is of a high level. resulting 
in the artist receiving acknowl- 
edgement, recognition and remu- 
neration for his or her work. 

Project grants assist in the 
cost of specific time-based pro- 

jects or events such as a special 
concert or workshops with a 
master teacher. Project grants 
are directed towards folk arts- 
related costs and may include 
professional artists‘ fees and 
travel costs, exhibition fees and 
publicity costs associated with 
the event. 

For further information on 
eligibility requirements, dead- 
lines and to receive application 
forms. please contact the 
Community Arts Development 
Office. Ontario Arts Council, 
151 Bloor Street West. Suite 
500. Toronto. Ontario MSS 1T6, 
(416) 969-7424 or toll free 1- 

800-387-0058. 

Celebrate the Emancipation Act 
Everyone is invited to partic- 

ipate in the celebration of the 
200th anniversary of the passage 
of Upper Canada‘s antislavery 
legislation at Niagara-on-the- 
Lake July 9, 10 and 11. The 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Citizens 
Committee on Ontario Heritage 
Years will present a weekend of 
events commemorating the pas- 
sage of this law. 

On Friday, July 9 from 2:00 
to 4:00 p.m., a re-enactment of 
the passage of the legislation 
will take place in Simcoe Park. 
In a three-act play, the story of 
Chloe Cooley’s abduction and 
mistreatment by owner William 
Fromond is told to the Executive 
Council. Council decides to 
prosecute Fromond, but is 

unable to do so under the cur- 
rent laws regarding slaves. The 
proposed antislavery legislation 
is introduced in the House of 

Assembly and is, at last, passed. 
The workshop, The Simcoe 

Legacy: His Legislative Agenda 
takes place on Saturday, July 10, 
presented by the OHS. If you 
enjoy outdoor music, delight to 
Blues and Jazz in the park 
throughout the day. (For further 
information on the workshop, 
please see the article on page 
one of this issue.) 

Be revitalized at a Revival 
Church Service with Gospel 
Choirs on Sunday, July 11 in 
Simcoe Park. From 2:00 to 4:00 
p.m., congregations from the 
New Hope Baptist and the St. 
John American Methodist 
Episcopal Churches will be par- 
ticipating. 

Throughout the weekend. 
Black History displays and 
exhibits at Platoff Street 
Community Centre will be open 
for viewing. 

For further information, 
please contact the Citizens 
Committee at Box 100, Virgil, 
Ontario LOS ITO. 

Calling all 
bookworms 
The Ontario Historical 

Society is having a book 
sale. If you are interested in 
a wide variety of books, 
ranging from mysteries to 
school textbooks, come to 
the parking lot beside 5151 
Yonge Street on Saturday, 
July 3 from 9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. If it is raining, the 
sale will be moved across 
the street to The Gibson 
House at 5172 Yonge Street. 
See you on July 3! 

Canadian Celebrations mntinuedfrontp.I 
Chinese celebrations. will also 
be addressed. 

Lectures, panel discussions. 
tours, audio-visual presentations 
and hands-on workshops deal- 
ing with festive foods, crafts 
and the interpretation of these 
holidays and holy days will be 
part of the programme. 

Sessions will also explore 
new ideas and concepts in inter- 
preting, observing and pre- 
senting the special events, 
celebrations. holidays and holy 
days of the many cultures that 
compose our modern communi- 
ties. 

Speakers include Mary Lou 
Fox, Ojibwe Cultural Found- 
ation. Manitoulin Island: Dr. 
Douglas Leighton. History 
Department. University of 
Western Ontario; Dr. Jean 
Burnet, author of “Coming 
C anadians": An Introduction to 
the History of Canada's 
Peoples; Marty Brent, Manager 
and Lorraine O’Byrne, Assistant 
Curator, Black Creek Pioneer 
Village; Carolyn Parry. folk- 
lorist and author of Let's 

Celebrate Canada's Special 
Days: Joyce Lewis, Social 
Historian; Dorothy Duncan, The 
Ontario Historical Society and 
many others to be announced. 

Canadian Holidays and Holy 
Days will be held at Black 
Creek Pioneer Village in Metro 
Toronto on August 9 and 10 
(please note change of date) 
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
each day. The registration fee of 
$45.00 for OHS or Village 
members includes all sessions, 
admission to the Village, sam- 
ples of historic foods and bever- 
ages, materials for craft 
workshops and a kit of resource 
materials. It does NOT include 
lunch either day. The fee for 
non-members is $60.00. 

The Ontario Historical 
Society gratefully acknowledges 
the support of our co—sponsor, 
Black Creek Pioneer Village, 
and the Ministry of Culture, 
Tourism and Recreation. For 
further information or registra- 
tion forms, contact Lorraine 
Lowry at the OHS office, (416) 
226-9011. 

Information wanted 
Peter Easthope of British Columbia is seeking information 

on the history of the MacGregor, Gourlay Company, 
Limited, formerly of Galt. Ontario. He is also interested in a 
woodworkers jointer, a machine the company manufactured. 
Anyone with information about the company or the produc- 
tion of the machine is asked to contact Mr. Easthope at 2701 
Privateers Road. R. R. #1. Pender Island, B.C. VON 2M0.




