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Explore medicine
and the healing arts at OHS conference

A doctor administers electromagnetic therapy to treat a patient. Many different forms of healing and medical practices

will be the focus of The History of Medicine and the Healing Arts, the OHS' 105 annual conference May 13 to 15 in
Peterborough. (Photo courtesy of the Region of Peel Archives 88.0023.002 M. Betty Bull Collection. N357-25.)

BY JANET COBBAN,
Co-Chair, OHS Programme
Advisory Committee

The history of medicine and
the healing arts is the theme of
The Ontario Historical
Society’s 105th annual confer-
ence. The conference will be
held Thursday, May 13, Friday,

May 14 and Saturday, May 15,
1993 at the Holiday Inn,
Peterborough.

On Thursday, the local
arrangements committee has
put together an interesting pro-
gramme to introduce you to the
Peterborough area and its her-
itage. Michael Peterman of

Trent University, and President
of the Peterborough Historical
Society, will speak on Susanna
Moodie and spiritualism.
Doreen Evenden, also of Trent,
introduces Dr. Hutchison and
the Scottish medical tradition.
Her presentation will be fol-
lowed by a walking tour of

Doctor’s Row and a visit to the
Hutchison House Museum.
You can then board the bus for
a trip to the Petroglyphs, an
internationally recognized her-
itage site. The day concludes
with dinner at the Curve Lake
Reserve and a speaker on First
Nations Spirituality.

Friday’s programme begins
with a series of four concurrent
workshops to provide answers
and ideas for individuals and
historical organizations.
Transportation will be provided
and lunch is included.

Felicity Pope, former
Curator of the Museum of the
History of Medicine, will lead
the workshop on material cul-
ture at Lang Pioneer Village.
What information can medical
artifacts give us? How can we
safely and effectively store,
exhibit and interpret these spe-
cial objects? How does
WHMIS legislation apply to
old bottles of patent medicine?

Barbara Craig of York
University leads the workshop
on research and archives. This
session will be held at the

Peterborough  Centennial
Museum and Archives. Does
your community have mid-
wives’ notes, doctors’ records
and other important paper
resources that should be studied
and preserved? What about
rights to privacy and freedom
of information legislation?

Hutchison House will host a
workshop on interpretation and
living history. Subjects will
include herbal and home reme-
dies and a visit from the travel-
ling medicine show may even
take place. Janet Cobban will
co-ordinate this session.

Medical architecture and its
preservation, led by Dennis
Carter-Edwards, is the subject
of the fourth workshop which
will be held at the Peterborough
Public Library.

Return to the Holiday Inn
for The Ontario Historical
Society’s Annual General
Meeting at 4:00 p.m. Be sure to
attend so that you can voice
your thoughts and opinions to
the Society.

After dinner on you own,

(See Explore Medicine p.2)
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A day to remember

The Ontario Historical
Society is promising that
Friday, March 26 will be a day
to remember if you attend our
Silent Auction of historic tex-
tiles and Victuals and Values at
Black Creek Pioneer Village in
Metro Toronto.

The Silent Auction of his-
toric textiles, clothing, supplies
and related books is an added
highlight to this year’s event.
All items have been donated by
Ontario residents and are there-
fore suitable for use in museum
and historical society exhibits

and programmes. A list of

Silent Auction items can be
obtained by contacting the OHS
office. Admission to this after-
noon event is free, and you do
not need to purchase a ticket to
Victuals and Values to attend.
Black Creek Pioneer Village
has invited all OHS members
attending the Silent Auction to
visit the Village free of charge
that afternoon.

Following the Silent

Auction, the OHS is presenting
its third gala evening of food,
fantasy and fun at Victuals and
Values. The event features a
dinner, beginning at 6:30 p.m.,
of 19th century recipes. You

will also receive a sweetmeat
basket of confections to take
home.

After dinner, get ready for
the auction of antiques and col-
lectibles donated by several
Ontario residents and institu-
tions. Are you interested in
starting your own 19th century
doctor’s office? How about a
career in photography? Viewing
of these, and close to 200 more
items, begins at 4:30 p.m.
Tickets to Victuals and Values
are $50 per person and include
dinner, the auction, a catalogue
of items, and lucky draw and
door prize tickets. You will also
receive a charitable tax receipt
for $25.

All proceeds from both
events go towards The Ontario
Historical Society’s New Home
Fund, a campaign to raise the
necessary capital to restore our
new home at 34 Parkview
Avenue in Willowdale.

We promise - it will be a day
to remember.

For further information and
to order tickets contact The
Ontario Historical Society, 5151
Yonge Street, Willowdale,
Ontario M2N: 5P5, (416) 226-
9011 or fax (416) 226-2740.

Celebrate Toronto’s 200th

The Toronto 200 Committee
invites all community organiza-
tions, businesses and individu-
als to join together in
celebration of the 200th
anniversary of the founding of
the Town of York, now
Toronto, marked by the landing
of Elizabeth and John Graves
Simcoe in 1793.

Under the Honourary
Chairmanship of former
Toronto Mayor, The Hon-
ourable David Crombie, the
committee has organized a
number of exciting events and
activities.

Take part in the September
unveiling of a commemorative
sculpture honouring the
Simcoes at Simcoe Place on
Front Street in downtown
Toronto.

Witness history in the re-
making on August 7 as the
Simcoes land at Harbourfront
aboard the historic sailing ship
Niagara. On shore will be
Timothy Simcoe Vowler and
Laurie Simcoe Vowler, sixth
generation descendants of the
first Lieutenant-Governor. This
exciting event features the
pomp and pageantry of a parade
of boats, authentic re-enactors
under arms and military bands.
The Landing will kick-off a
weekend of authentic re-enact-
ment at Historic Fort York that
will include 18th century battle
displays on both August 7 and
8.

A small official history
booklet will be produced and
distributed to all households in

(See Toronto’s 200th p.2)
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Executive Director’s report

BY DOROTHY DUNCAN,
OHS Executive Director

Introducing the New Home
Task Force

In September of 1992 the
Board of Directors of The
Ontario Historical Society
appointed James Clemens, the
Society’s well-known Trea-
surer, to head the New Home
Task Force. Jim wasted no time
in bringing together a dedicated
group of people to initiate a
number of fundraising strategies
to reach our target of $200,000.
The committee includes
Rowena Cooper, Ruth Keene,
Robert Leverty, Marion Lick,
Steven Price, David Epstein,
Edith Saunders, Eileen Bunn
and the staff of the Society.

The campaign will involve
appeals to members, friends,
neighbours, and local and
provincial businesses and indus-
tries. A number of special
fundraising events and pro-
grammes will be held to interest
and involve people of all ages
and walks of life. The first three
months of the campaign, direct-
ed primarily at the membership
and our affiliated societies, has
resulted in over $40,000 in
donations.

Happy Birthday
Dundurn Press!

1993 marks the 20th anniver-
sary of Dundurn Press, a well-
known publisher in Toronto and
Oxford, England. Our congratu-
lations go to President, Kirk
Howard and his hardworking
staff on their accomplishments.
Our members will recall that
Dundurn Press received the
President’s Award at the
Annual Banquet in Guelph last
year. The award recognizes a
corporation or business that has
made an outstanding contribu-
tion to heritage.

Dundurn Press has always
been a strong supporter of the
Society, and has made a very
significant contribution to the
New Home Fund by the dona-
tion of Garden of Dreams, one
of its many titles, as a fundrais-
ing opportunity.

Hats off to Heritage!

From 1973, when The
Heritage Canada Foundation
first proposed celebrating
Heritage Day on the third
Monday in February, to 1993
with the smorgasbord of activi-
ties scheduled across Ontario
during February, we have seen
a gigantic leap in interest,
involvement and public sup-
port.

The staff and volunteers of
the Society participated in
many activities including
Heritage Showcases in North
Bay, Waterloo and Sherway
Gardens shopping centre in
Toronto; the North York
Winter Carnival; special pro-
grammes presented by the
Women’s Canadian Historical
Society in Toronto; and events
sponsored by member organi-
zations at Grosvenor Lodge in
London, as well as a plaque
unveiling to honour Harriet
Tubman in St. Catharines.

We wanted to attend many
others, but alas, had to send
our regrets to the Oxford
Historical Society who hosted
Queen Alexandra’s Heritage
Country Picnic, to the
Wellington County Museum
who presented a Multicultural
Folk Festival, and to the
Seagram Museum who pre-
sented a lecture on Local
Taverns and  Drinking
Customs. I am sure hundreds
of other activities took place,
each reflecting the diverse cul-
tures and interests of Ontario’s
residents.

As February draws to a
close our activities should not
diminish. We should all plan to
keep up the momentum 365
days of the year.

Farewell to Two Good
Friends

On Monday, December 21 it
was standing room only at the
Church of the Redeemer in
Toronto, as the family, friends
and colleagues of Norman
Walford gathered for his
memorial service. The
Honourable Karen Haslam,

Minister of Culture and
Communications, Nalini
Stewart, Timothy Trow,

George Gilmour and Richard
Gidney reflected on Norman’s
life and his tremendous contri-
butions to the cultural life of
our province.

John Rempel, well-known
teacher, author and restoration
architect, passed away on New
Year’s Day. John, too, will long
be remembered both by his stu-
dents at Danforth Technical
School and the heritage com-
munity for his lectures, arti-
cles, publications and ready
assistance to museums and her-
itage organizations in solving
their structural mysteries.
John’s memorial service was
held at Leaside United Church
in Toronto on January 7.

Farewell and thank you both
for your contributions to the life
of our province.

Don’t miss us at March Break

We will be participating in
two March Break programmes
this year. In addition to our pre-
sentation at Black Creek
Pioneer Village from the 15th
to the 19th, we will also be at
the North Bay Mall on the 17th,
18th and 19th from 9:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. with fun-filled activi-
ties for all young people.

The buyers came from far and wide to attend the OHS' Cook Book Caper

book sale last November. Here Barbara Truax of the Society takes a well-
deserved break during the flurry of sales that raised over $2000 for our New
Home Fund. (Photo courtesy of Cathy Febbraro.)
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the City of Toronto. This publi-
cation will be an informative
history of Toronto and the
founding of the Town of York.

Wish Toronto a happy 200th
on Monday, August 2 from
Nathan Phillips Square as
Toronto 200 presents the ulti-
mate outdoor birthday bash
from noon to midnight.

Communicate with
Torontonians of the future! For
the nominal charge of 200 cents
(or two dollars) you can leave a
message that will be electroni-
cally recorded and placed in a
time capsule for future genera-
tions.

You or your neighbourhood
could be recorded for posterity
on a video of Toronto. The
streets and lives of the city will
be systematically recorded on
video as an account of what it
means to live in Toronto 200
years after the founding.

Look for colourful banners
flying the Toronto 200 logo on
city streets.

A special commemorative
medallion created by award-

winning sculptor Dora de
Pédery-Hunt will be issued. As
well, Canada Post will be
releasing a commemorative
stamp to mark the bicentennial.

You could receive the
$1,000 cash prize for the win-
ning entry in the Toronto 200
Song Contest, open to all
Ontario-based musicians and
song writers. Ten finalists will
be chosen by music industry
peers and the winning song will
be announced on April 19 at the
Royal York Hotel’s Imperial
Room. Submissions to the con-
test must be received by 5:00
p.m. on February 28.

The Toronto 200 Committee
has released a project idea kit
with suggestions for organizers,
artists and musicians, corporate
sponsors and volunteers. To get
a copy by mail, and for further
information, call the Toronto
200 hotline at (416) 392-1993,
fax your name and address to
(416) 392-6834, or write to
Toronto 200, Marine Museum,
Exhibition Place, Toronto,
Ontario M6K 3C3.

either at the hotel or downtown,
join us again in the Holiday
Inn. The Minister of Culture
and Communications, the
Honourable Karen Haslam, has
been invited to bring greetings.
Mary Lou Fox, Director of the
Ojibwe Cultural Centre on
Manitoulin Island, will speak
on “Healing-Mind, Body and
Spirit”. She will be assisted by
Ernestine Buzwa, also of the
centre. Following her presenta-
tion, a reception will let you
mingle with the other confer-
ence participants.

On Saturday morning the
keynote address, Canadian
Military Psychiatry from
Flanders Fields to Sarajevo,
will be given by Professor
Terry Copp of Wilfrid Laurier
University.

Two concurrent sessions
will be featured Saturday morn-
ing. With the theme Remedies
for the Ailing: Pink Pills and
Healing Hands Heather
MacDougall from the Univ-
ersity of Guelph, examines the
development of the patent drug
industry in Ontario. Barbara
Clow from the University of
Toronto discusses “Healing in
the Hands of Dr. Locke”. In

EXplOl‘e MEdiCine continued from p.1

From Home to Hospital: the
Institutional and Professional
Development of Health Care
Mark Cortiula of the University
of Guelph, looks at the devel-
opment of hospitals in
Hamilton as a case study.
Katherine Macpherson exam-
ines the transformation of hos-
pital nursing from 1900 to
1968.

Saturday’s luncheon features
the President’s Address by
Dennis Carter-Edwards and the
annual presentation of the
Society’s Honours and Awards.

In the afternoon, choose one
of two concurrent sessions. In
Plagues, Poxes and their
Prevention, C. M. Godfrey
examines cholera epidemics
and Jay Cassel discusses the
treatment of venereal disease in
Upper Canada/Ontario. With
the theme Women and Health,
Dianne Dodd looks at the
career of Helen MacMurchy,
and Katherine Arnup examines
health care advice given to new
mothers.

All day Saturday, the
Marketplace will highlight
books, ideas and services relat-
ing to Ontario’s heritage. Be
sure to visit the exhibits and

enter the lucky draws.

If you are associated with a
museum, mark the special box
on the conference registration
form. All museum people will
receive resource material cour-
tesy of the Ruth Home Fund.
The museum worker who trav-
els the furthest to attend wins
the Bill Todd Award, a cash
prize to offset transportation
COSsts.

Interpretation Canada is
holding its national conference
in Peterborough May 12 to 16.
The theme is Heritage
Interpretation: Ensuring A
Lasting Legacy. Why not save
travel costs and combine two
conferences in one trip? For
more information on the inter-
pretation conference, contact
Mike Starr, 231 Westcott
Street, Peterborough K9J 2G7,
(705) 749-6852.

You should be doing three
things right now in preparation
for the conference. Mark May
13, 14 and 15 on your calendar:;
call the Holiday Inn in
Peterborough at (705) 743-1144
and book you room; and send
the conference registration form
into the OHS office. The

Holiday Inn has reserved a

block of rooms and is offering
the special rate of $64.00 plus
taxes single or double occupan-
cy on a first-come, first-served
basis. The OHS conference reg-
istration is divided into three
parts: a) Thursday local activi-
ties b) Friday workshops and c)
Friday evening session and all
day Saturday. Discounts for
OHS members are available.
The early registration deadline
is Friday, March 26.

For more information, please
contact the OHS office at 5151
Yonge Street, Willowdale M2N
5P5, (416) 226-9011 or fax
(416) 226-2740. See you in
Peterborough!

Please Note

Effective immediately, the
main fax number for the
Archives of Ontario has
been changed to:
(416) 327-1999

The former number (416)
327-1579 has been discon-
nected.

To place
Your advertisement
in the
OHS Bulletin
Call (416) 226-9011

Information wanted

Bruce McCowan of Don Mills is interested in hearing
from anyone of Scottish heritage about the significance of
your culture’s fundamental values and attitudes to Ontario’s
economic future. The parallels between the period from 1815
to 1830 in Scotland (during the industrial and agricultural
revolution), and the late 20th century in Ontario are of partic-
Please contact Bruce McCowan, 19
Monarchwood Crescent, Don Mills, Ontario M3A 1H3,

ular interest.

(416) 447-4895.







