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Could this be 1t?

Two blocks north and one
block east of The Ontario
Historical Society’s present of-
fices at 5151 Yonge Street sits a
5200 square foot residence at 34
Parkview Avenue. Known as the
John McKenzie House the pro-
perty is owned by the City of
North York.

At a meeting of City Council
on April 1, 1992 it approved in
principle, by an overwhelming
majority of 11 to 3, to lease the
building to the OHS.

The Society has been discuss-
ing the property built in the early
1900’s with representatives from
the City for several years. The
actual tenancy of the building,
however, was not resolved until
the April 1 council meeting
when the Society and a local day
care facility presented proposals
for their respective occupancies.

The OHS’ proposal was ac-
cepted due to its willingness to
enter into a long-term lease with
the City and it was also fully sup-
ported by the local ratepayers’
association.

The Society is encouraging
the City of North York to
designate the property under the
Ontario Heritage Act. Negotia-
tions for terms of the lease will
begin when designation is
achieved.

Watch your mail for updates
on this exciting news. If we are
successful in negotiating a lease,
we will also be launching a large
scale campaign to raise funds to
restore the house and grounds to
its original state.

In the very near future the
Society could be occupying a
heritage property, and continu-
ing to serve you from its new
‘permanent’ home.

Have you registered for
Ontario’s folklore yet? The
OHS and Black Creek
Pioneer Village are sponsor-
ing this seventh annual Sum-
mer in the Village programme
at the Village in Toronto July
6 to 9. The agenda is a full
slate of lectures, tours and

Don’t miss out!

hands-on activities illustrating
the folklore and folklife of
19th century Ontario.

If you have not registered
yet, contact Lorraine Lowry
at the OHS (416) 226-9011.
Don’t miss out on this chance
to relive the past!
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Committee to
co-ordinate

200th birthday

The Toronto 200 Committee
has been established by the
Toronto Historical Board to co-
ordinate a city-wide celebration
in honour of Toronto’s 200th
birthday.

The celebrations will include a
series of special public events to
encourage civic pride and a
sense of excitement about
Toronto’s past. David Crombie,
head of the Royal Commission
on the Future of the Toronto
Waterfront and former Mayor of
the City of Toronto, has been
appointed Honourary Chairman
of Toronto 200. Besides
organizing specific events, the
committee will act as a clearing
house for 1993 celebrations
organized by other groups in the
community. Funds for the
Toronto 200 celebrations will
come from the private sector.

Toronto was founded 200
years ago in 1793 when a small
log garrison was built on the pre-
sent site of Fort York by John

Graves Simcoe, Lieutenant-
Governor of the Province of Up-
per Canada.

For further information please
contact Larry Budd, Toronto
Historical Board, (416)
392-6827 or Councillor Howard
Levine, (416) 392-7912.

This 5200 square foot residence located at 34 Parkview Avenue in North York could be the future
home of The Ontario Historical Society, pending designation by the owner, the City of North York,

and lease negotiations.

OHS honours excellence
in Ontario’s heritage

At the Feast of Cultures, the
Annual Banquet of The Ontario
Historical Society held May 2 at
the University of Guelph, the
Society honoured the recipients
of its 1991 awards.

The Janet Carnochan Award
was presented to two worthy
recipients: Alan Douglas of
Windsor and Ruth Pollard of
Guelph. As the first curator of
the Hiram Walker Historical
Museum in Windsor, Alan
Douglas has contributed enor-
mously to the development of
the museum. He was also
honoured for his many years of
service to the heritage communi-
ty at large.

Ruth Pollard has been the
President of the Guelph
Historical Society for 19 years.
Along with her husband, Eber,
Ruth has served as editor of
Historic Guelph, the annual jour-
nal of the Historical Society and
several other Society publica-
tions.

The Spruce Row Museum
of Waterford received the OHS’
second Museum Award of Ex-
cellence. The Museum officially
opened five years ago after many
years of determined effort by the
volunteers of the Waterford and
Townsend Historical Society.
The Museum plays a leading
role in the community providing
a wide variety of programmes
and serving as a cultural centre
for Waterford. Ruth Ann Logan,
Curator, along with several
museum volunteers, accepted
the award.

PACAC, the Peterborough
Architectural Conservation Ad-
visory Committee, accepted the
B. Napier Simpson Jr. Award of
Merit in recognition of its
outstanding role in raising public
awareness of the heritage of that
city. Several lists of significant
buildings in the original bounds
of Peterborough are appended to
its official plan due to the efforts
of the Committee. Janice
Fialkowski received the framed
certificate.

Rae B. Fleming of Wood-
ville was honoured with the Fred
Landon Award recognizing his
excellent book The Railway
King of Canada: Sir William
Mackenzie, 1849 - 1923. The
award is granted for the best
book on regional history in On-
tario published in the past three
years. Fleming’s publication is
an impressive biography explain-
ing how Canada’s most powerful

railway baron built upon his On-
tario Eldon Township connec-
tions, and a solid Toronto power
base to become one of Canada’s
most powerful businessmen.
The Society’s Joseph Brant
Award, for the best book on
multicultural history in Ontario
published in the past three
years, was given to Marianne
McLean of Ottawa. McLean’s
book The People of Glengarry:
Highlanders in Transition, 1745
- 1820, blends the wider world
with the particular local cultures
of the Glengarrys of Scotland
and Ontario, and shows the im-
portance of those local cultures
on both sides of the Atlantic.

Dundurn Press Limited of
Toronto was the recipient of the
President’s Award. The Society
honoured Dundurn for its ongo-
ing contribution to the preserva-
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