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Annual conference explores 
Ontario’s cultures 

Ontarids cultures will be ex- 
plored at The Ontario Historical 
Society’s 104th Annual Con- 
ference at the University of 
Guelph in Guelph, Ontario from 
April 30 to May 2. Who Do 
You Think You Are? Ex- 
ploring Cultures in Ontario 
will investigate the diverse 
cultural fabric of Ontario from 
the perspectives of the First Na- 
tions to the most recent 
newcomers. An exciting 
schedule of lectures, tours, 
workshops and special events 
will highlight the theme. 

Activities will commence at 
the University at 8:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 30. Jeanne 
Hughes, President of the Socie- 
ty, will introduce the conference 
theme. She will be followed by 
the panel discussion First Na- 
tions - First Cultures. Panel 
members include Dean Jacobs, 
OHS Board member and Direc- 
tor of the Walpole Island 
Heritage Centre and Mary Lou 
Fox, Ojibwe Cultural Centre, 
Manitoulin Island. 

Friday morning's 
plenary session will 

opening 
feature 

Sheldon Godfrey, Toronto Bar- 
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Canada’s Cultures in an 
Historical and Legal Context. 
On Saturday morning the 
presentation The Developing 
Province - New Arrivals in 
Guelph and Wellington County 
will set the day's proceedings in 
motion. 

The concurrent sessions on 
both Friday and Saturday will 
provide something for everyone. 
You will be able to follow your 
particular interest throughout 
these sessions, or pick and 
choose if you prefer. 

For example, one stream of 

sessions will appeal to those in- 
terested in the built environ- 
ment because it includes Rural 
Architecture and Everyday Life, 
as well as Urban Architecture 
and Everyday Life; Developing 
Communication and Transpor- 
tation Systems in Wellington 

Diane Remillard, Darlene Pickard and George Lefebvre are proud members of the Latchford- 
Montreal River Heritage Preservation Society, the first winner of the OHS’ Dorothy Duncan 
Award. See story on page two. 

London Museums charged 
The London Regional Art and 

Historical Museums have been 
charged under Section 48 of the 
Ontario Heritage Act for ex- 
cavating an archaeological site 
without a licence. In September 
the charges were dismissed by a 
Justice of the Peace who found 
that the Heritage Act was vague 
and did not define archaeological 
terms. The Ministry of Culture 
and Communications appealed 
the decision and a further hear- 
ing was scheduled for January 
23. 
The Museum is building a 3 

million dollar historical collec- 
tion storage area, under the 
Museum’s front lawn. The site 
was the location of London’s 
main intersection in the early 
19th century. As work began an 
Anglican Church and cemetery; 
the remains of three early brick 
buildings, destroyed in the 1845 
fire; and two human leg bones, 
from the earlier deconsecrated 
cemetery were uncovered. A 
licensed archaeologist employed 
at the site recommended an ex- 
cavation, but museum director, 
Nancy Poole, rejected the pro- 
posal because time and funds 
were not available. The ar- 

chaeologist then resigned from 
the project. When power 
shovels uncovered a few 
fragments of china and glass, the 
director told the museum staff to 

retrieve these artifacts from the 
site. Thus the charge was laid. 
Subsequently the Ministry of 

Culture and Communications 
suspended provincial funding of 
the construction project until an 
audit was completed. The audit 
report, released in November, 
revealed that all finances were in 
order, but that the chairman of 
the Museum Board and two 
committee members had links 
to the construction, architectural 
and consulting engineering firms 
hired by tender by the project 
manager. The project manage- 
ment was awarded to the ar- 

chitect and builder of the 
original building without tender. 

The Ministry imposed a 
number of conditions before 
provincial funding could con- 
tinue which would tighten up the 
financial reporting process, and 
also passed the conflict of in- 
terest problem to the public 
trustee. In December the 
Museum Board reported that all 
conditions had been met, and 
funding was restored. The pro- 
ject has since been completed 
on schedule and on budget. 
As a protest the London and 

Middlesex Historical Society 
withdrew its representative from 
the Museum Board and called 
for the resignation of director 
Nancy Poole. 

County; and the Origins of 
Sports and Games in Ontario 
and the Buildings that House 
Them. 

If your interest is in archives 
or in how our history and culture 
have been documented, record- 
ed and interpreted, the following 
sessions will be your stream: 
The Role of the Folklorist in 
Documenting Culture; Cook 
Books as a Cultural Barometer; 
Cultural Aspects of Ontario's 
Foods; a presentation on the re- 
cent acquisitions by the Univer- 
sity of Guelph of a collection of 
materials relating to the theatre, 
and the Edward Johnson papers 
collection; and From Folk Art to 
Fine Art - Local Artists at Work. 
A third stream of concurrent 

sessions will explore Religions, 
Faiths, Beliefs and Cults; 
Funeral Traditions as a Cultural 
Statement; Citizen Craine 
Challenging Small Town On- 
tario Women’s Culture, 1861 - 

1937; and The Changing 
Culture of Rural Ontario. 
For those working in 

museums and art galleries the 
following topics will provide in- 
sightful advice: Artifacts and Art 
(See Ontario’s Cultures p.2) 

Registry ofliee saved 
The July-August issue of the 

OHS Bulletin carried a news 
release from the Ministry of 
Consumer and Commercial 
Relations reporting that the 
closure of some of the provinces 
land registry offices was immi- 
nent. The Ministry intended to 
close 14 offices and consolidate 
all such operations into one of- 
fice per county. In the next issue 
of the Bulletin (September- 
October) we asked our members 
to advise the Society of their 
concerns with the potential 
closures. 
We were pleased to learn that a 

"late 1991 Provincial Court deci- 
sion ruled the attempt to close 
the Morrisburg Registry office il- 

legal. The Court announced 
that, under the current Registry 
Act, a registry office is required 
in each county. However the 
Act does not recognize a united 
county in any way. Morrisburg is 
located in the municipality of the 
United Counties of Stormont, 
Dundas and Glengarry in 
eastern Ontario. 
Consumer and Commercial 

Relations Minister Marilyn 
Churley announced in the 
Legislature that the office 
closures would be delayed until 
the Ministry decided on an ap- 
peal. 
The Court ruling is a major 

(See Registry Office p.2) 
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