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Cornwall’s Capitol Theatre met with demolition in July. Despite
millions of dollars in federal and provincial funding and a recommen-
dation to retrofit the building for use as a library, Cornwall Council

voted nine to two for demolition.
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Cornwall’s Capitol
Theatre lost

By Dennis Carter-Edwards
Chairman, Heritage Corn-
wall

The last act in the drama to
save the historic Capitol Theatre
in Cornwall was played out
before a regular meeting of City
Council in May of this year.

Consultants hired by the On-
tario Heritage Foundation
presented the first phase of their
investigations which showed
that the building was still struc-
turally sound and could be
adapted to a number of com-
munity uses. In light of Council’s
consistent refusal to provide any

financial assistance towards
restoration and operation of the
theatre, despite some $3.5

million in provincial and federal
funding, the consultants recom-
mended retrofitting the building
as a public library.

The need for library facilities
had already been established,
government grants would still be
applicable, operating revenues
would be provided by the city
and, most important of all, the
unique architectural character of
the building would be preserved.
A library option was seen as a

reasonable compromise which
would serve the immediate
needs of the community without
precluding a future conversion to
an operating theatre.

However City Council saw it
differently and, in a surprise
move, voted nine to two in
favour of demolition. Of par-
ticular concern to heritage sup-
porters was the statement by the
City’s Chief Administrative Of-
ficer, Hugh Cook, that unless
the building was demolished,
the City might lose a new $10
million provincial building which
was slated to be built on land
behind the theatre. Although the
Minister of Government Ser-
vices and the Minister of Culture
and Communications later
denied that demolition of the na-
tionally significant Capitol
Theatre was necessary for con-
struction of the proposed provin-
cial building, Council refused to
reconsider its decision. Within a
day of the council decision the
demolition contractors were in-
side the building beginning to
dismantle the structure.

One last appeal to Premier
Bob Rae failed to save the

building. While he regretted the
Council decision, he noted there
was nothing in the present
Heritage Act to prevent such ac-
tion. He concluded by saying,
“legislation covering heritage
sites needs to be improved ...
changes to the Ontario Heritage
Act (will) provide better protec-
tion and allow for more public
involvement in the decision
making process.”

Part of this better protection
should come from the Ministry
of Government Services. For
communities hard hit by the
recession and desperate for new
jobs, the lure of a new provincial
building is too much to resist,
even if it means destroying part
of the province’s built heritage to
get it. Instead of being a silent
partner in demolition of signifi-
cant architectural properties, the
Ministry of Government Ser-
vices should be sending a clear
message to the heritage com-
munity by first looking to
renovate and retrofit heritage
properties rather than
automatically engaging in new
construction in order to accom-

~modate government offices.

Move to consolidate land-
registry offices underway

Ontario Consumer and Com-
mercial Relations Minister
Marilyn Churley announced in
May that Ontarians can expect
improved customer service as a
result of the consolidation of
some land-registry offices.
Churley stated that clients will
benefit from mere convenient
locations, better access to com-
plete records and more up-to-
date facilities when the offices
are integrated in the next year.

“The government’s commit-
ment to cost efficiency in the
public sector and improved
customer service are the main
benefits of combining the 14 of-
fices with existing operations’,
said Ms. Churley. “One million
dollars will be saved annually — a
particularly significant sum in
this time of recession.” The
Minister said the consolidation
of services would also eliminate
the need to spend as much as $8
million in replacement and
renovation expenses for older of-
fices.

MCCR contends that its
clients will no longer suffer the
inconvenience of having to
travel to two, or sometimes
three, locations to complete
their research and conclude trans-

actions. Land-title researchers,
who sometimes had to travel to
two land-registry offices in the
same county, will now find all
the records for their county
under one roof. An added bonus
will be that all land-registry of-
fices will be located in the same
areas as the local sheriff. All of
the offices being integrated were
located in municipalities without
a sheriff.

Another benefit of the integra-
tion will be earlier automation of
land-registry information located
at the offices being moved. Of-
fices serving expanded jurisdic-
tions are higher on the automa-
tion schedule than the smaller
offices being consolidated.

The integration of land-
registry divisions and offices will
affect 14 offices. One in Toronto
and one in Ottawa will be merg-
ed with existing operations in
the same buildings. The 12
other offices are being integrated
into neighbouring offices.

Ms. Churley noted that all
records of historical value will be
retained when the offices are
moved. Records of particular in-
terest will be offered to the Ar-

(See Registry Offices p. 2)

Calling all

historical societies

Are you incorporated as a non-
profit corporation? Are you a
registered charity? Do you know
how to get that way and / or stay

‘that way?

Plan now to attend one of the
workshops, hosted by The On-
tario Historical Society, design-
ed to assist all non-profit
organizations whether new, long
established or in the planning
stages. Sessions will include the
advantages and responsibilities

must be filed with the Ministry
of Consumer and Commercial
Relations, how to apply for
charitable tax status and much,
much more! If representatives of
your society have not already at-
tended one of these workshops,
plan to send at least two
representatives to one of these
meetings, or attend yourself, so
that you will have your house in
order before January 1, 1992.
We want to see you at one

of becoming a non-profit cor- of these community
poration in Ontario, good meetings!!
housekeeping practices for com-  (See Good Housekeeping
pleting all forms and notices that p.2)
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