5151 Yonge Street
Willowdale, Ontario
M2N 5P5

_()_I_I_§ BULLE’I‘I NAiffﬁf 1987

Northern Ontario Hosts Reunion
of School Car Teachers and Students

Exterior view of a schoolcar ar Nemegos, in Northern Ontario. To get to class children often travelled great distances by
whatever rransportation was available. In winter this included dogsled, skits, and snowshoes. Photo courtesy Public Ar-
chives Canada (PA 111569).

The Challenge
of the Future

The following is an excerpt from a
presentation made by Andrew Lip-
chak to the Museums Workshop in
Woodstock last June 14. Mr. Lip-
chak was asked to discuss the
challenge of the future facing
museums.

There are some things about
the future that are not difficult to
predict. The reason for this is
that they are already occurring,
are having a significant impact
on us, and are likely to continue
to occur and even to accelerate.

Let me give you some rather
scattered examples — with
thanks to forecaster Dr. Marvin
Cetron — of a future that is
already here.
Manuafacturing: Our
automobiles are increasingly put
together by robots. These cars
are better built than those
assembled by humans. The
robots use one-third more
welding rods. Apparently
autoworkers only weld two-
thirds of the places they’re sup-
posed to and skip the rest. The
robots weld everything. In 1980,
the average robot cost $150,000
(U.S.). In 1982, it cost
$102,000. By 1985, the average
robot cost $35,000 and could
replace six workers if plugged in
around the clock.

Soon, more than half of our

cars by weight will be plastic
rather than steel. The steel in-
dustry, at least in the United
States, is a dying industry.
They re not too happy these
days in Sault Ste. Marie either.
Agriculture: In 1900, 40% of
the Canadian population worked
on farms. In 1980, 4% of the
population worked in
agriculture, and that will likely
become 2% by the year 2000.
The small farmer can no longer
compete. Small farms are being
replaced with highly productive
laboratory farms where the
ovum from a prize heifer can be
cloned to produce two prize
heifers, each of which produces
25% more beef. Gene splicing is
producing corn and wheat that
can be grown with only 80 to 90
percent of the water it would
otherwise need, and it is twice as
disease resistant.
The Office: There are
machines now that can type out
text that has been dictated into
them. It will type what you have
said accurately and even correct
your grammar. Other machines
can then translate the text into a
dozen other languages....

(See The Challenge, p. 4)

The Ministry of Citizenship &
Culture, Heritage Branch,
featured a nostalgic look at the
school car this fall in Northern
Ontario. Former school teachers
Mr. and Mrs. Wright, who were
on CPR school car #51 from
1928 to 1967, and Mrs. Bell,
who taught with Mr. Bell on
CPR School Car #50 during the
forties, were honoured at recep-
tions that attracted former
school car students. Films on
the school car and visits to
schools by the former school car
teachers acquainted northern
students with this unique aspect
of their past.

The school car was an im-
aginative response to the par-
ticular challenge of educating a
population scattered across a
large and often inaccessible area.
A concerned citizen on the
scene was the motivating force
behind this uniquely Canadian
episode. A CPR engineer, W.R.
McAdam, who used to speak to
the children along the remote
line north of Lake Superior
while his train was waiting at a
siding. grew disturbed that these
children of railway workers,
trappers, and prospectors receiv-
ed no education.

As legend would have it, Mr.
McAdam travelled to Toronto
and ‘pounded on the desk of the
premier and minister of educa-

tion. Dr. ]J.B. McDougall, a
school inspector, was sent to the
scene to investigate and the con-
cept of the school car was born.

The Department of Education
had to win the support of the
CNR and CPR railway com-
panies. Expressing serious
misgivings, the two major
railway companies agreed to par-
ticipate in the eight-month run
for a trial period.

Two school cars were launch-
ed in 1926 and the experiment
was proclaimed a great success
by all participants. A formal
agreement was signed between
the province and the companies
in January 1928. The CPR and
CNR each agreed to provide
suitable cars for conversion to
classrooms, to operate the cars
free of charge, and to install the
necessary sidings. The provin-
cial government assumed the
cost of the conversion and the
maintenance of the cars, the pro-
vision of school equipment, and
the teacher’s salary.

Two new cars were added in
1928 and eventually seven cars
operated on the CPR, CNR,
and TNO lines, covering over
1,000 miles of the province from
Capreol to the Manitoba border.

The system was quite simple.
The school car, which included

(See School Car Reunion, p. 2)

Ontario Heritage Act Undergoes Review

The Ontario Heritage Act has
been under scrutiny since its
very inception. The OHS sug-
gested a review of the Ontario
Heritage Act as early as 1977.
Formal steps towards a review
were launched in February 1987
when the Honourable Lily
Munro, Minister of Citizenship
& Culture, indicated her com-
mitment to reviewing the act. A
discussion paper, ‘Heritage -
Giving Our Past a Future,” was
distributed throughout Ontario,
some at great expense. Multi-
copy packages were sent out by
courier as the dates of the 26
public meetings were ap-
proaching. All 26 meetings were
finally held after some re-
scheduling, and 50 to 60 written
submissions have been received
to date.

The approach promoted by
the discussion paper was to
stand back and look at the
broader policy issues and not at
specific implications. However,
many of the concerns raised at
the meetings did pinpoint
specific problem areas.
Organizations interested in built
heritage, archaeology, and
natural heritage were strongly
represented at the meetings.
Museums were present, but not
as outspoken as they could have
been. Here are some points that

were made at the meetings by

those concerned about our

museums.

e The Heritage Act should have
more bite to it, and a means
of enforcing its regulations.
No bite — no fear — no en-
forcement. "

® Museums need to be pro-
moted.

e [t is unfortunate that some of
the province’s major heritage
sites come under the man-
date of the Ministry of
Tourism & Recreation.

e We need to work closely with
the Ministry of Tourism &
Recreation.

e The Ministry of Tourism &
Recreation could help pro-
mote a public awareness cam-
paign, publish a ‘Cultural En-
cyclopedia’ like the Travellers
Encyclopedia and produce
promotional films.

e Signage is important to make
the public aware of cultural
sites.

e Many municipalities operating
community museums are
hard pressed to meet ex-
penses.

e More legal clout is necessary
to ensure municipalities are

(See Heritage Act, p. 8)
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