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With fifes and drums, the hattle for responsible goverrtrnent is re-enacted. This historic conflict hempeen Mackenzie and his 
rehels and the Loyalist Militia was replayed in Haggis Hollow last September. For firrther information, see page 5. 

New Directions in 
Parks Canada Studies 

In 1985 Canada's 
National Parks will 
be celebrating their 
100th anniversary. 
While the national‘ 
historic parks and 
sites have not been 
around that long, 

they too are joining in the 
celebrations under the slogan 
“I00 Years of Heritage Conser- 
vation”. It is appropriate then to 
call attention to Parks Canada’s 
ongoing programme of historical 
research in support of the 
development and interpretation 
of these parks and sites as the 
centennial year begins. 

Canada’s national historic 
parks system began in 1917 with 
the establishment of Fort Anne 
in Nova Scotia as an historic 
park. The present system of na- 
tional historic sites began of- 
ficially in 1919 when the 
Historic Sites and Monuments 
Board of Canada was created 
and began to study sites across 
the country. More than 900 pla- 
ques have been erected since 
that time. However, the Royal 
Commission on National 
Development in the Arts, Let- 
ters and Sciences in 1951, urged 
a more ambitious historic preser- 
vation prograrnme. Soon after, 
the Historic Sites and Monu- 
ments Act of 1953 enlarged 

the original Board and in- 
creased its resources. Since that 
time staff historians have made 
significant contributions to our 
knowledge of Canada’s past. 

Early commemorative efforts 
emphasized military history, 
politics and exploration, reflec- 
ting the then-current percep- 
tions of Canadian history. The 
range of Parks Canada research 
activities has broadened con- 
siderably in recent years and in 
1981 a National Historic Parks 
Systems Plan outlined a broad 
range of additional themes re- 
quiring attention. To meet pro- 
gramme needs to investigate 
new themes, commemorate na- 
tional historic sites, and to 
develop and interpret national 
historic parks, Parks Canada has 
a staff of professional historians 
working at national headquarters 
in Hull, Quebec and in the five 
regional offices across Canada. 
That military history con- 

tinues to be a part of the 
research programme, is shown 
by the publication of Quebec, The 
Fortified City: Frorn the 17th to the 
19th Century by Andre Charbon- 
neau, Yvon Desloges, and Marc 
LaFrance of the Quebec 
regional office. However, such 
studies represent only a small 
part of Parks Canada's research 
effort. In the past ten years there 

have been many new directions. 
Material history studies such as 
Tina Bates’ Blue Monday.‘ Pro- 
cesses and Technology of the Lann- 
dry in the 1840s from which the 
accompanying illustration is 
drawn contribute directly to the 
restoration process. Another ma- 
jor direction has been the study 
of Canada’s architectural history 
and the publication of works like 
Janet Wright's Architecture of the 
Picturesque in Canada. Recent 
projects of interest to Ontario 
historians include ‘I Rernernher . . . 

“An Oral History of the Trent- 
Severn Waterway” by Daniel 
Francis (published by the 
Friends of the Trent-Severn 
Waterway); Robt. Passfield, 
Building the Rideau Canal: /1 Pic- 
torial History, a study of the 

(See New Directions, page 2) 

‘Standards’ 
Make History In 
Museum World 

History was made in Canada, 
and perhaps in North America, 
on August 10, 1984 when the 
Honourable Susan Fish, 
Minister of Citizenship and 
Culture, announced the new 
standards for community 
museums in Ontario. 
This announcement was the 

culmination of over ten years of 
discussion between the Province 
of Ontario and the community 
museums that it supports 
through granting programmes 
and advisory services. The 
dialogue began more than a 
decade ago at a joint meeting of 
the Museums Section of The 
Ontario Historical Society and 
the Ontario Museum Associa- 
tion on October 26 to 28, 1973 
in Kingston. Representatives of 
the Ministry of Colleges and 
Universities, then responsible 
for community museums, were 
invited to attend the joint 
meeting to hear the growing 

concerns of all those working in 
community museums in On- 
tario. The Honourable Jack 
McNie, Minister of Colleges and 
Universities, and the entire staff 
of the Cultural Affairs Division 
of that Ministry accepted the in- 
vitation. 
The concerns expressed to 

the province included the need 
for action to be taken to improve 
the status of museums and the 
museum profession, the pro- 
blems and potentialities of small 
museums, the need for a com- 
munity museum policy, an 
equitable funding formula, and a 
system of ensuring that funding 
intended for museums actually 
reach those institutions. Mr. 
McNie invited the two organiza- 
tions to set up an Ontario 
Museums Advisory Committee 
to explore the whole system of 
government aid to museums and 

(See ‘Standards’, page Z) 

Bicentennial Celebrations 
Expected to Generate 
$84.7 Million 
Ontario's Bicentennial celebra- 
tions are expected to generate 
84.7 million additional dollars 
into Ontario's economy and 12.7 
million dollars in revenue to the 
Provincial Government, accor- 
ding to a recent survey. 
Two tracking studies carried 

out for the Ministry of Tourism 
and Recreation in June of this 
year, indicated that 88.9 per 
cent of Ontarians and 28 per 
cent of U.S. residents were 
aware that Ontario is celebrating 
its Bicentennial. The results are 
potential revenues based on the 
respondents’ stated intentions. 
About 14 per cent of On- 

tarians who participated in the 
study expected to take a trip for 
the Bicentennial which they had 

not otherwise planned. About 9 
per cent of American residents - 

polled in 6 U.S. cities — who 
were aware of the Bicentennial 
planned a day or overnight trip 
(or both) to Ontario for the 
Bicentennial events. The 
research was undertaken in June 
prior to many of the major 
Bicentennial events such as the 
Tall Ships. 

‘Increased tourism along with 
renewed appreciation of our 
history were key objectives for 
Bicentennial,’ explained 
Margaret Birch, Parliamentary 
Assistant to the Premier, who is 
responsible for Ontario’s 1984 
celebrations. ‘The results of 
these tracking studies are most 
satisfying.’ 
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