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Presidentts Report 1991

The role of President of any organization as efficient as lfhe
ontario Historical Society is analogous to the swirnrning duck with
which we are all fanil.iar. The visible part the President
Iooks cal,m, relaxed and conpJ.etely in control, while the hidden
part - the staff, Board of Directors, nunerous committee members
and volunteers - are all busy uaking progress. The reports, which
follow this, give proof positive to the fact that nuch progress has
been made in the past year. -

The Society has continued to work with other heritage
organizations to further the cause of heritage preservation. As a
menber of the Ontario Heritage Alliance, a committee representing
provincial heritage organizationsr w€ have added a strong voice to
express the ongoing concerns about the Cemeteries Act. In the
persons of Dorothy Duncan, Russell Cooper and other OHS nenbers, we
have provided valuable expertise to the Ministerrs Advisory
Courmittee which nas announced by Rosario Marchese at the OHS
conference in Brockville. The cornnittee has worked long and hard
through the past year, endeavouring to ensure that the proposed new
Heritage Policy and the nelr Act will protect all. aspects of
Ontariors heritage and serve its constituents welL in the
foreseeable future.

After the problens that arose in the past with POLARIS, w€
have been pleased to receive the assurance of staff of the Ministry
of Culture and Cornmunications that all original vital statistics
records will be preserved in perpetuity.

On the homefront, much work has been accomplished in the
business of the Society. The ONTARfO HISTORY Review Connittee
subnitted its final report and recommendations to the Board of
Directors. The results are a confirnation that ONTARIO HISTORY
shall be a journal that is scholarly, readable and accessible, and
a policy that will ensure that goal.

The ongoinS workshop prograrnne of the OHS has also received
some scrutiny in the past year. Responding to requests and
suggestions of participants and members, a couple of two-day, in-
depth workshops were held. These, along with a four-day Surnmer in
the Villaqe prograrnme and nany one-day workshops were a great
success.

We are grateful to the Minister of CuLture and Communications,
Karen Haslam, for granting us the funding to produce a series of
history resource leaflets that will be of assistance and use to
heritage organizations across the province. The first three
leafLets, contained in their binders, have been launched by the
lr[inister at the L992 conference.



We are pleased to report that, after 104 years of operation,
The ontario Historical Society is close to having its own home. You
will be hearing more about this in the months ahead.

Meanwhile, the every day affairs of the Society, the coumittee
work, publishing the OHS BuLletin, answering nenbersr queries and
responding to their needs have gone on capably and energetically.
Such efficiency can only be the result of dedication and hard work.
These qualities have been anply denonstrated by a coheEive Board of
Directors, each of whom has contributed particular skill and
expertise in a generous and sharing wayi by a staff headed up by
Dorothy Duncan, which, individually and collectively, has gone Eo
many extra niles that the distance is inpossible to measure; and by
a solid corps of volunteers without whom the Societyts work would
greatly suffer. Add to all these the generous donations and the
support given by nany individuals and corporations and no one can
doubt that the OHS is flourishing and rich in friends and goodwill.
On your behalf, I thank each one of them.

On a personal note, I would extend ny appreciation andgratitude to each menber of the Board of Directors for their
support and considerations which have nade ny Job Eo easy.
Finally, Dorothy Duncanrs knowledge and expertise in the fiel.d of
heritage is legendary, as is her generosity in sharing that
knowledge and expertise. I am proud to have worked closely this
year with this friend of many years and I thank her for all her
help and guidance.

Mine has been the task of providing an overview of the work
that has been acconplished by the Society this year and of thanking
aLl those without nhorn it would not have been acconplished. The
following reports will Dore fully illustrate the diversity and
strength of the Society, both in terns of its nenbership and also
in its interest and initiatives. The Ontario Historical Society
continues to make progress and remains vibrant, healthy and strong.

Jeanne Hughes
President



Executive Directorts Report 199L

The success of The Ontario Historical Society in 199I is dueto the tean effort of our dedicated Board of Directors, our staff
and volunteers working together on a nyriad of challenging issues,projects, programmes and dreans.

Early in 1991 the second successful rrVictuals and Valuesrr was
held at BLack Creek Pioneer ViIIage with over $8,OOO.O0 raised in
one evening with a dinner based on an historic Ontario menu and an
auction of antiques and collectibles donated by a host of "generous
donors.

Bhis success was a forerunner of a series of very successful
conmunity neetings across Ontario for heritage organizations and
institutions, a busy workshop prograrnne, and our constantly growing
involvenent in providing services to those with speciar needs. -

Heritage issues were a constant concern with many hours spent
on the proposed new Ontario Ceneteries Act and Regulations. (This
was a battle Lost for the Regulations were proclaimed in April of
Leez) .

In JuIy of l99I the heritage conmunity learned that the
Honourable Rosario Harchese, the very conrnitted and highly
respected Minister of Culture and Conmunications since Septenber of
1990 had been appointed Parliamentary Assistant to the Preuier, andthat Karen Haslarn was our new t{inister of culture and
Communications. I have been privileged to serve since August of
1991 on the Ministerfs Advisory Connittee for nerr heritage
legislation in Ontario. To the Minister and her staff our sinceie
thanks for their continued support of heritage initiatives in
Ontario.

The Honourable Pauline McGibbon, forner Lieutenant Governor of
Ontario, launched The Ontario Historical Societyrs Christnas
exhibit and workshop series called rrA Taste of Historyrr at the CHP
Centre and so 1991 drew to a close.

f would like to personally thank our staff: Barbara Truax,
Membership co-ordinator; Barbara Kane, whom you all meet at so many
of our special events; Lorraine Lowry, Young Ontario progra{'me and
Workshop.Co-ordinator; Robert Leverty, Co-ordinator of the History
of Ontariofs Peoples Progrannel Cathy Febbraro, Co-ordinator oi
History to Goi Lois Chipper, Northern ontario Co-ordinatori and
Meribeth Clow, Communications Co-ordinator and editor of the OIIS
Burletin. A very speciar thanks must arso go to Jean Burnet, the
editor of ONTARfO HISTORY for her capable leadership at the heln of
this venerable publication.

Dorothy Duncan
Executive Director



I99l has been an active year for developing conmunication
strategies by The Ontario HistoricaL Society'

The Society I s most inportant cornmunications vehicle' our
binonthly newsldtter the OttE Pufletin, continues to provide our
r"rl"t" iitn listings of upconing e.rtents and reports on the issueE
vital to Ontariots heritage conmunity.

At the IggB Uuseuns Cornnittee Annual Workshop in Toronto, John
Carter, Museums Advisor with the l{inistry of Culture and
iontrtttitations, presented the paper Museqns as e Fusiness: The
Business of Muse-ums. His presentation discussed how to adopt a

h to nanaging museums. The r.esPonse-to the
;;;;;i"tion tiS'o.'.t helning, resuttllg. in the Society publishing
ih;-pip"t in 1990, and rnaking it available free of char-g-e to- 1]I
nuseirn3 and heritage institutions. In 1991 the Society offered the
resource for sale -t,o all interested parties, and copies are still
available.

Blueberry Bounty, the popular resource booklet developed to
cornp1ffirrynounty-workshopco-sponsoredby!h"
Anderson Farm Uuseum in iivety in 1991. wiff be reprinted in tine
for the ]gg2 Blueberry Festival in the sudbury area.

Due to the continuing demand for the popular PiEegtory o€
Heritaqe orqanizations and 

-.Institutions in Qntalio, first produced
g updated and will be available at the

end of L992.

with the support of the uinistry of . culture and
Communications, the-S-ociety will be producing a series of resource
paf"t= for L6cal heritale organizations. The first three
instalnents of Hornetown Hittory - Highl.iqhtin€r Your lleritage were
launched at tfre:-gg2 Annual Conference. These leaflets are
;o."ig"ing a wallcing Tourrr by Mary Harvey.of Braropton, trFor-rning a
lllw iistoiicat soci6ty'r and nen rntroduclion to Incorpofation. for
Non-profit Organizati6nsrr, prepared by the Society -staff. Author
Mary Harvey fiff be proauclng- tnree n9r9 papel: in the series:
;Coira".tinf a Walkini Tour al a Special Eventrr, rtCreating ?nd
M;il4;i"i"6 an Iurage 

-for Your ltistolical Society'f and 'rEffective
Newslettersrr.

Connrunications RePort I99I

The reprinting of , the resource
binder of suggestions for develoP local history projects for
teachers and Youth leaders, is weLl underwaY.
English and French wiII be availabLe in nid-1992.

Copies in both



A number of projects are on the drawing board for the future.
These resources include Restorinq Your own Hone, a technical
handbook being prepared by Ian K. Woods of l,[arkharni the fourth
edition in the Rainv Dav Detectives series for children shich
discusses our built heritagei and another instalment in the series
Approaching ontariots Past concerning the handling of First Nations
artifacts in museums.

I{atch your nail for news fron the cornmunications departnent of
the Society. L992 wilL be a very busy year.

The Ontario Historical Society gratefully acknowledges the
support of the Ministry of Culture and Cornmunications for all of
our communications endeavours.

Meribeth Clow
Conmunications Co-ordinator



Fundraisinq Report 1991

The Fundraising Courmittee has had a successful year, due
entirely to the generosity of our nembers and friends.

In September of 1991, the Notions and Nostalgia SaIe heLd at
Black Creek Pioneer Village raised nearly $600.00, with bargains
galore. The Sale hras in aid of our very worthwhile programme
riHistory to Gorr, which takes history out to groups with special
needs. Once again, without the hundreds of donations from our
members, this event could not have taken place. Our thanks 9o to
staff menbers, Cathy Febbraro and Barbara Truax who did a
tremendous amount of work in preparing for the sale.

The rrWish Listrf is still extrenely successful. The brochure
was revised last falI with a nehr List of iterns needed by the office
and for our many progrannes.

New fundraising canpaigns were put on hold last Noverober
pending the decision about a future home for The ontario Historical
Society. The next rnajor canpaign will be in aid of our new home,
and nenbers witl be receiving infornation within the next few
months about these initiatives.

We are launching our Cloisonne membership pins which will seII
for $S.00 at the Annual Conference. They can also be obtained frout
the office or fron any workshop or special event that you attend in
the coming year.

Our thanks go to John Jung for his contributions to the
co'nrnittee. John resigned as a nember of the conmittee in the fall
of 1991.

l{e would like to express our appreciation to Lois Chipper of
the OHS staff for her enthusiasrn, her sense of humour and her hard
work in keeping the Fundraising Cornnittee on track.

Rowena Cooper
Chair
Fundraising Cornnittee



History of Ontariors Peoples Procrranne Report 1991

Since August 1988 The Ontario Historical Society and The
ltulticultural ttistory Society of ontario have jointly adninistered
a grant progranme entitled rrThe History of Ontario I s PeopJ.es
progrannei. It is designed to help First Nationst Band Councils
and non-profit organizations and institutions, such as historical
societies, museums, libraries, and LACACs (Local Architectural
Conservation Advisory Connittees) in their efforts to promote a
greater understanding and appreciation of the history of the
diverse peoples of Ontario.

Through the programne, funding of up to $5r000.00 is available
for projects such as exhibits, edlrcational resources and audio-
visuit iaterials which raise public awareness of the history in
Ontario of a particular culture or cultures. The History of
Ontariors Peoples Prograrnme is funded by the Ministry of Culture
and Conmunications.

In 1991 an independent Advisory Connittee reviewed grant
applications from aII regions of the province. Tttenty-seven
oiganizations and institutions were awarded grants totalJ,ing
$ffSr688,36. A complete list of the successful. applicants, with a
short description of their projects, is appended.

Robert Leverty
Prograrnne Co-ordinator



Historv of Ontariors Peoples
Proqranme 1991

In 1991, 27 organizations and institutions received
totalling $rrs,688.36 to inplenent the foll.owing projects:-

grants

Carousel Players
St. Catharines, Ontario
$5,000.00
inplenent a theatre project on
during the rnid to late 1800rs

the history of BLack settlement

Naicatchewenin First Nation
Devlin, Ontario
$5, ooo. 0o
conpile and document the history of the Naicatchewenin people

Iron Bridge Historical Museurn
Iron Bridge, Ontario
$2, ooo. oo
collect oral histories of the different peoples of Iron Bridge and
the surrounding area

Wawatay Native Cornnunications Society
Sioux Lookout, Ontario
95, 000. 00
produce a video on the history of communications of the Nishnawbe-
Aski people

Town of Niagara-on-the Lake I"AcAc
Virgil, Ontario
95, 000. 00
produce a display and panphlet on the history of Black settl.enent
and its influence on the architectural character of Niagara-on-the-
Lake

Essex County Historical Society
Windsor, Ontario
s3 ,326.L4
record the nusic and lyrics which provide insights into the early
French history of Essex County

Garden River First Nation
Garden River, Ontario
s5,000. 00
produce a panphlet on the fanily trees of the Garden River First
Nation



Congregation Beth ShaLon
Ottawa, Ontario
$5, ooo. oo
nount exhibits and displays on the history of the Jewish people of
Ottawa in celebration of the 100th anniversary of the Congregation
Beth Shalorn

Doon Heritage Crossroads
Kitchener, Ontario
$5, ooo. oo
create a video tracing the cultural diversity of the RegLon of
Waterloo from 1900-1914

East Georgian Bay Historical Foundation
Elnvale, Ontario
$5,000. 0o
produce a video on the history of Estonians in ontario

Cornnunity History Project
Toronto, Ontario
$5, ooo. oo
produce a display on the history of the frish in OLd Ward 5

Serbian Heritage Museun
tlindsor, Ontario
$3 ,82o. oo
produce an exhibit entitled rfWindsor Serbs and their Achievenentsrl

Historic Fort York
Toronto, Ontario
$5,0oo. oo
develop three educational kits in co-operation with the First
Nations describing the history of the First Nations in the War of
18 12

Schreiber Pub1ic Library
Schreiber, Ontario
s2 ,365.00
develop an extribit depicting the history of the different peopl.es
of Schreiber and the surrounding district



Todmorden Mills Heritage Museum and Arts Centre
East York, Ontario
$5, ooo. oo
produce an exhibit illustrating the history of the English and
their inpact on the early industrial development of York from L795-
1825

Iroquois Falls Historical Society
Iroquois Fa1ls, ontario
9635.00
arrange a proqlramne celebrating the history of the different
cultures of Iroquois Falls

National Congress of Italian Canadians
Toronto, Ontario
$5, o0o. 0o
produce a video depicting the history of Italians in ontario
between 1900-1950

North American Black Historical Museum
Amtrerstburg, Ontario
8L,720.80
develop an exhibit entitled |tl.ocal Heroesrt on the history of Blacks
in the cornrnunity

Thunder Bay Historical Museum Society
Thunder Bay, Ontario
s2,O7L.42
produce an exhibit iLlustrating how Thunder Bay developed into a
nulticultural city

Mowhawk Council of Akwesasne
Cornwall, ontario
s5, 000.00
produce a sLide show on the history of the Mowhawk people of
Akwesasne

Hanilton Region Conservation Authority
Ancaster, ontario
$5, 000.00
produce a display with a brochure and video depicting the 19th
century settlenent of Blacks in Hanilton-t{entworth



Hiram Walker Historical Museum
Windsor, Ontario
s5, ooo. oo
develop an exhibit and education progratnne
contribution of Francophones to the history
I{indsor

illustrating the
and developnent of

Global Conrnunity Centre
London, Ontario
$4,750. oo
produce three artifact kits exploring the history of the peoples of
Central America in Ontario

Sagamok Anishnawbek
Massey, Ontarj.o
95, oo0. 00
record oral histories and produce an exhibit on the history of the
peoples of Sagamok Anishnawbek

IJkrainian Youth Association
Thunder Bay, Ontario
$5, 000. oo
produce a video on the history of ukrainian settlers in Thunder Bay

Muskoka Pioneer Village
Huntsville, Ontario
s5, 0oo. oo
record oral histories and produce an exhibit and education kit on
the history of ftalians in Huntsville with particular focus on the
workers of the Anglo-Canadian Leather Company and their descendants
in Muskoka

Dryden Native Friendship Centre
Dryden, Ontario
$5, ooo. oo
conduct a native cultural awareness programme on the history of the
Ojibway peoples



Historv to Go Proqranme Reoort l99l

. History to Go is an outreach prograqme which The OntarioHistorical Society takes out to group! witn special needs. people
who reside in nugsing hones, who are patieits in hospitals-orspecial care institutions, the physieally disabled or others whoface special challenges in accessing oHs services, are reachedthrough thj-s progranne. The goalJ of History io Go are tostinurate interest in ontariors herit?9€, to naice heritage moreaccessible to those with_special needs ana to serve tbe coniunity.
1 sumnary of programnes held in l99I and January to Marcli LggZ isin Part A of this report. Part B lists other evdnts related to theHistory to Go progranne.

A. HISTORY TO GO PROGRAM}IES

' January to Decenber I99I
February 25 rrl,ace, Lace, Lacerf , Nunber Four Teddington

Park Avenue (retirement home), Toronto

February 27 rrl9th Century Paper Craftsrr,
Hospital, Toronto

Queen Elizabeth

March 14 rrl,ace, Lace, Lacer ,
Residence, Ancaster

Highgate Retirement

April 11 rrSheep to Shawlrr,
Menorial Baptist
Toronto

Friendship CIub,
Church (seniors

Farmer
group) ,

June 24

September 11

October 20

trlace, Lace, Lacerr, Sheldrake Second Mile
CIub (seniors prograrnrne) , Toronto
rrStorytellingtr, Lindsay public Library
(seniors progranne), Lindsay
rrThe Gibson Houserr , St. John I s
Association (seniors group), St
Anglican Church, l{illowdale

Singles
John I s

Januarv to March 1992

February 3 rrEarly Toys and Ganesr, sheldrake second MiLe
Club, Toronto

February 20 trEarly Toys and Gamesrt, Number Four Teddington
Park Avenue, Toronto
trstorytellingtr, Friendship CIub, Farner
Menrorial Baptist Church, Toronto

March L2



March 24

B. OTHER PROGRAM}IES REI,ATED TO HISTORY TO GO

Januarv to Decenber 1991

March 23

January 29

I{arch 22

Septenber 2L

rrNineteenth Century Paper Craftsrr, Sheldrake
Second MiIe Club, Toronto
rrHone Entertaining in Victorian Torontorr,
Little Trinity Church OraI History Group
(seniors group), Toronto

History to Go nini-worlcshop, Bracebridge. A
workshop for 20 representatives of nuseums,
historical societies, LACACs, etc., designed
to encourage heritage groups to develop
History to Go or sinilar progrannes in their
own comnunities.

trVictuals and Values: An Evening of Food,
Fantasy and Funrr, Black Creek Pioneer Village,
North York. Historical dinner and auction of
antiques and collectibles. Proceeds to
History to Go programne.

rrNotions and Nostalgiafr, Black Creek Pioneer
Village, North York. Runmage sale held to
raise funds for History to Go.

Cathy Febbraro
History to Go Co-ordinator



Honours and Awards Report 1991

The Honours and Awards Conrnittee is responsible for issuing an
annual call for noninations for the awards presented by the
Society, and for ensuring that appropriate procedures are folLowed
for the selection of award winners.

The awards and recipients for 1991 are:
El lllniar Qitihean Tr lr-rrrA af lllar{} in recognition of a LACAC
for special contributions to heritage conservation in its
nunicipality:

Peterborough Archltcctural Contcrvation
Adviaory Connittcr (PACAC)

Janet Carnochan Award for a significant contribution of
service to the heritage connunity:

R. llal Dougleer findeor
Ruth Pollard, Gurlpb

Dorothv Duncan Award in recognition of the efforts of a non-
profit organization norninated by a nunicipal council or a
First Nations council for outstanding EerviceE to its region:

f,agawoug Eigtorical Society, tlaaitoulln Island

Fred Landon Award for the best book on local or regional
ontario history published in the past three years:

Tbe Railwav f,inq of Canedal 8Lr flllLan
Irlackcnzig, 1819-1923, Rle E. llcniag

Joseph Brant Award for the best book dealing with Ontariors
rnulticultural history published in the past three years:

fbe People of Glenqany: f,iqhlanderg La
Trupeitio!, ua5-1820, llarianl. ltclian

ltuseum Award of Excellence to a non-profit public museum in
ontario for excellence in conmunity prograrnrning and
involvement:

Spruce Row l,tuseun, f,atcrford



Presidentrs Award to a business which
significantly to the awareness and pronotion
heritage:

DuDCurD Prets Llutto6, IoroDto

contributes
of Ontariors

Riddell Award for the best article in any field of Ontario
history published in Canada during 1991:

trCbildrca, SahooliDg end lanily Reproductlon
la Nlaeteentb Ceatury oaterl.orr, cbed GatfLcldr
ottaua, publiebeC la tbc Canadiaa ELgtorl,oal
Rcvlcv

Scaddinq Award of ExcelLence in recognition of a historical
society or heritage group rnaking an outstanding contribution
in the field of historY:

|lbs Niagara ll.gtorical Eocl,rty

During I99I, the Connittee considered strategies for
publicizing the Societyrs awards and soliciting nominations from a
wiaer public. An awards brochure and nomination fotm are under
developnent.

A sponsor is being sought for a proposed nehr award which would
recognizb excellence in a general work on ontariofs history which
cannot be considered under the terms of the existing Fred Landon
and Joseph Brant awards.

James Fortin
Judith McGonigal
Co-chairs
Honours and Awards Conrnittee



Local Societies Report 1991

The Ontario Historical Society was created by an Act in the
Legislature of Ontarior oI1 April I, 1899, and was givep the
privilege of accepting affiliated rnenbers. If an or.ganization is
lcceptea by the Board of Directors of The Ontario HistoricaL
socilty as ln affiliated nenber it is automatically incorporated in
the Pfovince of Ontario as a non-profit corporation. As an
organization with its own corporate identity, iq is then legally
relponsible for aLl its obligations and undertakings. 

-

A number of historical societies and heritage groups sought
affiliation with The Ontario Historical Society in 199I. The
following roet the criteria and were accepted:

Heritage York
Lincoln & Continental Ownerfs CLub
Kagawong Historical SocietY
Montreal River-Bay Lake Association
Rideau Township Historical Society
Russell Village & District Historical Society
The Latchford/Montreal River Heritage Preservation Society

The Ontario Historical Society also holds workshops and
meetings on a regular basis to assist historical and cultural
organiiations and institutions keep up to date on their
relponsibilities concerning incorporation, charitable tax status
and the Goods and Services Tax. The Society hosted 31 cornrounity
meetings throughout the Province during 199L, with representatives
of over 3Oo organj.zations in attendance.

Edna Carey
Chair
Local Societies Comrnittee



Membershio Report I99I

The nembership files of The Ontario Historical Society were
computerized in lges. This has given us greater. flexibil.ity in our
recbrd keeping, as well as being an accurate, tine saving measure.

Having our nenbershiP
nerobership statistics, e.g
regions, number of schools,
societies, etc.

The positive or negative side of conputerizationr- depe-nding on
how you -loof at it, is that ite can identify i-nnediately those
nenb6rs who have lapsed and those nembers are deleted after their
membership has laPsed for 60 daYs.

This of course, leads to wide fluctuations in statistics at
any given tine. The pattern is usually as follows_: a nenber
neif6cts to paY, 30 diys later he is sent a Eecond notice and
reioved from -tnL nernfership roles. After 50 days pass he realizes
that he is no lonqer receiving anything from the OHS' and thgn
renews his menUership. As a result of this system our membership
fluctuates between 1800 and 3300 depending on the exact moment the
count is taken.

In I9BB a new membership brochure designed by John HaIl was
introduced. This brochure seems to be having a very positive
effect. During the single nonth of llarch 1989r w€ attracted 119
new members. The other interesting point regarding the new
membership brochure is that it has stinulated many people who
lapsed four or five years ago to rejoin our Society.

The Ontario Historical Society was able to receive a ruJ'ing
from the Federal Government exernpting nenbership in The Ontario
Historical Society frorn Goods and Services Tax. However, in L9921
we will have to update our membership brochure to include the cost
of the G.S,T. fof ONrRntO nlSfORy, our flagship publication.

Barbara Truax
Mernbership Co-ordinator

on conputer gives us easy access to
. , how many rnembers live in certain

LACACs archives, museums' hiEtorical



Museurns Cornrnittee Report 1991

The provincers first organization for Duseum workers was
formed in 1953 as the Local lluseums Conruittee and has evoLved to
becone a standing conmittee of the OHS, assisting boards'
volunteers and professionals in the diverse museums coununity.
Thanks go to all who helped this year, especially to our comnrittee
menbers:

Bonnie 8urke, Brockville ltluseun
John carter, Ministry of culture and cornmunications-
Janet Cobban, John R. Park Homestead
Fred Gamester, North BaY Museun
Beth Hanna, The Gibson House Museum
Jeanne Hughes, Black Creek Pioneer Village
Bruce nichard, York Region Board of Education
Kathryn Schwenger, Chathan Kent Museun

Special thanks to Fred Gamester who acted as the editor of the
Uuseunl page in the OHS Bulletin, and to Dorothy Duncan and Cathy
Febbraro of the OHS staff.

A rnajor new initiative early in 1992 was the development of a
two-day workshop on designing and using costumes, ably led by Ruth
Mills of tne Canadian Parks Service. A nurober of one-day workshops
on a variety of topics were presented across the Province
throughout the year.

Once again the Cornnittee assisted in developing ,sessions for
the Societytl annual conference in Brockville. A bulletin board
for museum- projects and a reproduction costume show were also
featured. The giff Todd Award for the museum worker travelling the
furthest went to Ralnnond Scotchmer of tbe Huron County Dtuseun. AII
museum workers attending received resource naterial purchased fron
the Ruth Home Fund. The l99I publications came from English
Heritage and were: A Teacherts Guide to Using Portraits and A
Teacherts Guide to Learninq frorn Obiects.

The nomination and selection process for our Museum Award of
Excellence lras refined, and L992rs winner is the Spruce Row Museun
in Waterford. Congratulations!

Again this year a great deal of the Connittee I s ti.me was spent
reviewing and co-rnmenting on provinciaL proposals regarding object
preservation, heritage legislation and museun standards. Beth
I{anna chairs the Museun Standards Review Sub-Cornnittee and the
report of their work follows this report.

Janet Cobban
Chair
l.tuseUmS COrnrnittee



Museurn Standards Review Sub-Conmittee Report I99I

IggL marked the end of the ten-year implementation Echedule
for the Standards for Co'nrnunity Museums in Ontario. The Standards
have provided curators and directors with an agenda for the 1980s,
a franework on which to build. Developed through a process of
dialogue between the Province and the museum community, they have
been a useful tool for all involved. They have encouraged new
Ievels of expertise and excellence.

The Museun Standards Review Sub-Conunittee has been working to
identify the issues involved in the review of the Standards. There
are nan! issues involved: Provincers conmitment, extent to which
museums have succeeded in neeting the current Standards and the
challenge of rnaintaining thern and the need for new guidelines.
Prirnary in our discussions has been the need for consultation with
the museurn cornrnunity. Such eonsultation would serve to identify
the inpact of the Standards and to plot a course for the future
that is as effective as the process that was used originally. It
is our hope that the OHS can work with the Ministry of Culture and
Connunications and others in the museum profession to make this a
reality.

My sincere thanks go to the members of the Sub-Connlittee:
Jeanne Hughes, Janet Cobban, Tom Reitz, Joan Uurray, Ellen
Langlands, Jacquie Stuart, Dorothy Duncan and Cathy Febbraro.

Beth Hanna
Chair
Uuseums Standards
Review Sub-Cornrnittee



Northern Ontario Reoort 1991

The Ontario Historical Society presented 30 workshops and
programmes in Northern Ontario in 1991. The Scadding Award'
presented to the Longlac Historical Society and the Dorothy Duncan
Award, presented to The Latchford/Montreal River Heritage
Preservation Project were conferred on the award recipients at
special ceremonies in their local qonmunities.

The Ontario Historical Society hosted seven Euccessful
Heritage Showcases in Bruce Mines, Cochrane, Dryden, Kenora, New
Liskeard, North Bay and Tin'nins. At every location The Ontario
Historical Society focused on one special activity as a
denonstration for the enjolment of the visitors.

The ontario Historical Society also had a presence at local
sunmer festivities in Earlton, Haileybury, Lively and North Bay.
Volunteers and staff enjoyed the opportunity to participate and
introduce the Society to this new audience.

The Society continues to search for new liaisons and
opportunities to develop programmes and closer wor)<ing
relationships with conmunities in Northern ontario and welcomes
suggestions for then.

Lois Chipper
Northern ontario
Co-ordinator



ONTARIO HISTORY REPOTT 1991

ONTARIO HISTORY has apPearef regularly-and on schedule since
May of r99r. ffi-*nis -pe?iod the ninber of subnissions received'G'33, oi-wrrictr ii ^t" i; process.- By next yeaS -I hope tbat I
shall be able to report a bicklog of accepted articl'es'

This year there have been three aources of change for ONTARI9

HISTORY, tl}1e effects of which are not aI} fu]ly evident' Most

ffi;ffiilt - i" -ih; ontario--nistorica!. society'J _review of its
l][;;;r;- wnicn has resurted in reaffirroation of the' nission
3t"t"."r,t, cfaiiiication of the relationship of ONTABIO ,FIST9RY
;e-Til ontario Historical Society, transform-ation of the Editorial
Board to an Editorial Advisory -ionmittee., increaEed efforts at
n"ii"ti"g, and, for economyts 

-sake, 
,a slight alternation in the

size of the 
-journal. eiso irnportant are the comments that

iE""rp."ied th6 renewal of the grlnt to. ONrARIq:HISTpRY fron the
iociii Sciences and Hunanities Research Council. lile are most
grateful ror tnl trant and for the endorsement of the Joofl?l t1tt!
{l-irpii"i. we are responding to the conments that the Editoriar
aa.ri"bty connittee shouid be rnore representative, particularly of
rJr.tr, ind that there should be noie thene issues' At.present
irri""'thene ir"""=l-ott uiographies of women, the First Nations and
eaucation, are Ueiirg pttp"-t.d. The third source of change is the
replacernent oi freyi Cbaira as managing editor by Diane ![ew. Freya
served rnost ably r-or seven years. -we- are lucky to-have found in
Diane Mew an "6"ii.nced 

su6cessor for her, who wiII rnaintain the
high standards she set.

My thanks go to both the retired and the new managing editors'
to uooi reviei 6ailii- Jir ct"rens, to the competent and conmitted
staff of The Ont.tio fiistorical Society, and to the large number-of
scholars wfro navE graciously taken the tine to review articles for
ONTARIO HISTORY during the Year.

Dr. Jean Burnet
Editor



ONTARIO HISTORY Review Connittee Report 1991

In the auturnn of 1990, is part of the Societyrs practlce of
reviewing its programmes, the oHs established a cornnittee to
conduct a review of its journal OMfARIO HISTORY. The Conmitteers
discussions, and subsequent recomnendations, focused on its concern
that the journal be scholarJ.y, readabl.e and accessible.

The recorqnendations of the Connrittee included the adoption of
a policy to govern the journal. The policy identifies the nission
and readership of the Journal, the nethod whereby editors and
editorial conrnittee members are appointed, and the reporting
structure to be used. The following are excerpts from that policy:

Mission: ONTARIO HISTORY has a long proud
history of filling a unique
intellectual niche: the
dissemination of sound research,
good writing, and interesting ideas
on every facet of the past of what
is now known as rrOntariotr. It
encourages the study of Ontariots
history by adhering to high
scholarly standards, by representing
catholicity of vienpoints, and by
encouraging a variety of forms of
historical discourse.

Readership: ONTARIO HISTORY is produced by The
Historical Society not only for the
benefit of its own nembers but for
anyone who has a serious interest in
ontariors past. This Deans that it
serves a variety of historical
professionals (anong these academic
scholars, archivists, museum and
heritage specialists) and also the
inforned general reader.

Position guidelines were created for those involved with the
journalrs developnent and production. The Board also adopted the
following recommendations :

1. that the journal. be printed in a standard size format, perfect
bound;

2. that payrnent to authors be discontinued;
3. that new subscription rates be approved; and
4. that the use of recycled paper and a rf,rap-around nailing

wrapper be investigated.



uy thanks go to the menbers of the Review Conmittee: Jin
CleruenS, Russell Cooper, Paul Delaney, Janet Fayle, Douglas
f,eighton, Gilbert Stelt,er, ,lean Burnet and Dorothy Duncan for their
fiv6ly participation. I also appreciate the contribution nade to
ONTARIO HISTORY by its editor Dr. Jean Burnet.

It is our hope that we have provided oNTARro HISToRY with 1
franework that wift alLow it to grow and develop well into the next
century.

Beth Hanna
Chair
ONTARIO HISTORY
Review Conrnittee



Preservation Conmittee Reoort 199I

The Preservation Connittee continues to respond to a wide
variety of preservation issues. As part of the regrular
environmental and cultural screening that takes place for
provincial, public works such as road widenings, upgrading sewer
-ysteros, realigning hydro transmission lines and other sinilar
projects, the Connittee assesses potential inpacts on any qultural
resources that nay be affected, including archaeological resources
and suggests renedial Deasures to nininize inpacts where
appropriate. A listing of the various projects is available.

The Conmittee has also reviewed a nunber of planning docunents
that contain reference to the nanagenent of heritage resources,
ranging from the Niagara Escarprnent PIan review to waterfront
planning for Mississauga. The Cornrnittee encourages the proPer-identification, protection and presentation of these irreplaceable
assets.

The principal concern of the Preservation Connittee continues
to be responding to threatened heritage properties, historic
landscapes and other cultural assets. The Preservation Cornnittee
continued to lobby the provincial government to intervene to save
the historic Capitol Theatre in Cornwall. However, despite efforts
of the heritage coErnunity the building was demolished by the City
of Cornwall. The Cornrnittee also nade representation to the
rnunicipality of Niagara Falls to protect the Chippawa Battlefield
from fhreatened destruction through a subdivision deveJ,opment.
This issue had a happier ending and the battlefield will be
preserved. Other issues involved the Ursline Music Acadeny at
Chathan, the ruunicipal building in East cwillinbury and the Allen
Dam on the Speed River in Guelph. In each case, the Conmittee
attenpts to highlight the benefits of heritage conservation.

As a backdrop to these issues is the ongoing discussion over
the revised Ontario Heritage Act. Until there is stronger
J.egislation in place, our unique heritage will be placed in
jeopardy. The Colnnittee through the OHS continueE to work on this
priority itern.

Dennis Carter-Edwards
Rowena Cooper
Co-chairs
Preservation Conrnittee



Workshop Programnre Reoort 199I

The Ontario Historical Society presented a programme of 45
one-day workshops in 1991 on.topics- ranging frgrn social history
thenes such as tladitional Christmas foods and celebrations to very
specific thenes designed for teachers, youth !e3d9rs and museum
plrsonnel such as rlbcal History: Where to Find It; How to Use
it". The oHsr workshops were offered on a request basis to local-rganizations and institutions, such as historical societies,
muienr=, Iibraries, Boards of Education and LACACs (Local
Architectural Congervation Advisory Cornmittees), interested in
tie-enting an educational progianne ]n lle local conmunity. These
|roups coritacted the OHS and selected a theme from the WORKSHOPS TO

6O list. If the programmes on this list did not meet the grouprs
needs, then a worfJnop was tailor-nade. t{orkshops were held
throughout northern ana southern Ontario in the two main series-
Sprini and Autunn, ES well as a special summer session.

Forty-five workshops were presented in the following
cornmunitiis: Brarnpton, Cambridge, Campbellford, Hamilton,
Ingersoll, Kernptville, Latchford, Lively, Lond^on, Longlac,
ttiiesing, North Bay, llarkham, Mount Hope .(7), New Liskeard, Parry
Sound, -ierth pl; Rama Township, Spring Bay, Toronto (I5) ,
Wallaceburg, Waterloo and White River (21.

On JuIy 8, g, lO, 11 the Society held its SixthAnnual Sumner
In the Vilticle'programne at B1aek Creek Pioneer Village in Toronto:
wrrn MY Owll -tteNOS: E|VERYDAY LIFE IN ONTARIO. Each day the
participants explored a di.fferent thene through lectures, tours and
i variely of hands-on activities. The total attendance was 326 at
the four sessions.

The Ontario Historical Society also co-sponsored a test series
of workshops with the Hanrilton Wentworth Heritage Association at
the Canadiin Warplane Heritage lrtuseum, Mount Hope (near Hanilton).
A workshop was held one day each nonth, foT a period of sleven
nonths, c6ntinuing over the sumner. The topics lf,ere selected-by
the co-sponsor t-o draw a good attendance fron this heavily
populated- area. The attendance however, fluctuated greatly and did-nol achieve the desired results for either the co-sponsor or The
Ontario Historical SocietY.

Approxiurately 3OOO people .att9n{e_d the workshops in 1991 and
over Z-ZZ instructors shared their skills with the participants and
volunteered their time for the workshop programme. For this
enormous contribution vte are all very grateful.

Lorraine LowrY
Workshop Co-ordinator



Youncr ontario Special Events Reoort 1991

The Young Ontario Prograrome consists of special events,
prograqFes and publications for young people between the ages of
six and 16 and for teachers and youth leaders.

Programnes and Events. 1991

Jan. L7 Scarborough Board of Education Heritage Day
Inservice; OHS dispLay of services and publications
for young people, parents, teachers and youth
leaders

Feb. 9-I0

Feb. 13

Feb. 20

Feb. 20

Feb. 24

Mar. 3

Mar. ll-15

April L2

May 5

Winter Past Tines, PIay Tines, North York Winter
Carnival, North Yorkr' hands on programme on pioneer
clothing and bookmarks

19th Century Paper Crafts, Yorkwoods LibrirY, North
York; hands on prograqme of pinpoint art and
envelopes

Heritage Week ProEranme, St. Francis School, Smiths
Fallsi hands on progranme on pioneer clothing

Studentts History Conference, Ellesmere Statton
Public School, Scarborough; artifact programme

Parenting Fair, sponsored by East York Conmunity
Developnent Council; OHS display of services and
publications for young people, parents, teachers
and youth leaders

The Art and Culture of Paper, Harbourfront; hands
on progranme on stenciJ.Iing

Spring Past Times, Play Tines, March Break Programme
at B1ack Creek Pioneer Village; hands on programme
6n pioneer clothing and bookmarks

st. Theresa Shrine Catholic School, Scarborough;
hands on programme on pioneer clothing

The Hug In Convention, North Yorki hands on bear
drawing activity
You are Where You Live; progranne for young people,
held concurrently with OHS Annual Conference,
BrockviIIe, site visits, nodel building, mural
painting

uay l0-1l



June 22-23

ilune 30

JuJ,y 13-14

iluly 22-23

iluJ-y 29

JuIy 31

August 5

Auguet 7

August 23-24

Sept.7-8

Sept. 2t

Oct. L7

Oct. 23

Eeritage Festival, HaiJ.eyburyi
on pioneer clothirg, booknarks,

hands on programe
stencil,ling

Tirne l,tachines, Presenration through Re-Creation,
Bradley lrluseuu, Mississauga I hande on
demonstrration and participation on PaPer filigree
Perth's 17sth Anniversaryr Perthi hands on
prograrme on pioneer clothing, atencilling, ganes

Earlton Steamshord, Earlton; handg on prbgrarme on
pioneer clothing, etenciJ,ling, gameg

19th Century Paper Crafts, Mount Dennie Branch,
York Public Library; hands on programe on Paper
chains, pinpoint art, envelop€ar Jacob's Ladder

19th Century Paper Crafts, North York Central
Library; display and handg on programe on PaPerfiligree
Sincoe Day Celebration, RiverdaLe Park Eaet,
Toronto; handE on progrernme on stencilJ,ing

19th Century Paper Craftg, North York Central
Library; display and handE on programe on
pinpoint art
Winnie'E Birthday Feetival, lthite River; hands on
prograrme on stencilling and masks

Fall FeEtival, Riverdale Fam; hands on Programe
on Etencilling

Pioneer Festival, Black Creek Pioneer Village;
hands on progrernqe on gtencilling

Early Toye and Ga.mes, Cliffcrest Beavers,
Scarboroughi rnaking buzz saws and "BJ,owing
the Feather"

19th Century Paper Crafte, 4E CIub, Keswicki hands
on prograrme on paper filigree and paper chains



Prooranmes and Events' 1992

Feb. 11 Heritage l{eek Progranme, St. Maryrs School'
Almonte; hands on programne on pioneer clothing

Feb. 15-16 l{inter Past Tiroes, PIay Tirnes North York Winter
Carnival, North York; hands on progranme of pioneer
clothing and booknarks

Feb. 19 Studentrs History Conference, Ellesmere Statton
Public School, Scarboroughi artifact programme
using a penny

Feb. 26 Midland Avenue Collegiate Institute, Scarborough,
demonstration and sanples of l9th Century
sweetmeats

Mar. 29 Parenting Fair sponsored by East York Connunity
Developnent Councili OHS display of services and
publications for young people, parents, teachers
and youth leaders, hands on progranme on
stencilling

Mar. t6-2O Spring Past Tines, PIay Tines, March Break
prograrune at Black Creek Pioneer Village; hands on
progranme on pioneer clothing and booknarks

Lorraine LowrY
Young Ontario Programme
Co-ordinator

Cathy Febbraro
Special Events Co-ordinator


