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be safe to leave some supplies in a certain place, they said, ““Why yes
there is not a white man within fifty miles.”’ .

A few years ago the sister of the Methodist missionary on Christian
Island told of witnessing a very striking mirage while driving with g
party of friends somewhere in Parry Sound District. They were mﬂeg
back from the shore, yet suddenly the Georgian Bay appeared just a fey
yards ahead. There was a little child four or five years old in the party
who was fast asleep. Curious to know whether she too would see what
they saw they awoke her and she cried with fright and begged them ngqt
to drive into the water. Had that been some young Indian brave, wheo
knew nothing about mirage, instead of white people who understood
something about such an atmospheric condition, and he had returneq
to his home and told some explorer that when far away in a certain
direction he had come upon a great unknown body of water, and the ex.
plorer, scenting the glory of discovery, induced the brave to guide him
to it only to find that no such body of water existed, the Indian would
have been a great liar, possibly a sufficiently great liar to have branded
his whole tribe.

Fortunately there are some records of Indian life left by the Indians
themselves. Assikinack, an Ottawa Indian, in writing of his people
who in very early days had their homes in the valley of the Beaver River,
says that while in the villages they each had their homes, the hunting
grounds were common property and also the game that was brought in,
and he places much stress upon the fact that children were taught to be
honest and to respect the old.

Rev. Dr. Maclean, writing of the Iroquois in ‘‘Canadian Savage
Folk,”” says that hospitality is a common virtue among them and that
they treat strangers with great respect, preparing for them venison,
maize, or other native foods in great abundance. The writer might have
gone on to say that the Indians do not ask the stranger who he is, do not
consider the cut of his coat or how much property he owns. It is enough
for them that he is one of the children of the Great Spirit, and the greater
his need the greater their care in providing for him. Condescending
charity, such as we hear so much about to-day, was unknown among them.
Would they not hold us in contempt if they could see us throwing open
our doors to those who need nothing and closing them to those in want?

In reading the letters and speeches of Joseph Brant one wonders
whether any statesman of the white race could have a more disinterested
desire for the welfare of his people. In his letters the communal ideas
of the Iroquois are frequently referred to.

In the history of the County of Bruce, by Norman Robertson, one of
the speeches made by a chief at the time of the signing of the treaty by
which the Indians surrendered their title to the tract of land comprising
the original County of Bruce, expresses the Indian idea of the white
man’s individual rights. (Robertson’s Hist. of Bruce, p. 3.)

In the lives of the pioneers who followed the Indians were many





























































































































































































